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This fall, the school hosted an appreciation 
luncheon for members of the BJAMS 
Founders Society.  This was a wonderful 

opportunity for the school to acknowledge the 
generosity and support of an incredibly dedicated 
group and to maintain relations formed by similar 
interest: the success of Bishop Marshall School.  

Attendees enjoyed a tour of the school, a delicious homemade lunch of several soups and salad, and student 

performances, led by our talented music teacher, Mrs. Wright.

In addition to the afternoon itinerary that day was an alumna speech, given by Ryann Dorain, ’11 (pictured above).  

Ryann is a junior at Bishop Rice Memorial High School in South Burlington, where she continues her rigorous study, 

strongly rooted in her Catholic faith.  An avid soccer player who engages in several AP courses, Ryann is able to balance the 

demands of the curricula, game and practice schedules, and her busy social life (not always in that order!).

Ryann’s speech provided insight into the foundation that Bishop Marshall School helped establish.  Spiritually, the 

school guides its students in the Catholic faith, hoping for students to form a close and personal relationship with Jesus. 

Academically, Bishop Marshall School prepares its students for the academic challenges ahead by encouraging them to work 

to their maximum potential.  Additionally, the school works with students intra-and interpersonally, working very hard to 

create interconnectedness within the school.  In her speech, Ryann emphasized the importance of relationships established 

and maintained at the school. Ryann’s relationship with Christ, her family, her teachers, and friends provided her with the 

confidence to embrace her future.   

In a recent article in Educational Leadership, I read about a study conducted by Google executives in search of good 

leadership and overall success.  After more than a year of analyses and interviews, those at Google found that in place of 

anticipated “good technical skills” and “solid programmers” was actually interpersonal relationships.  Meeting regularly with 

people, good coaching, and expressing personal interest was what employees sought in their leaders and work environment.  

This is not to say skills are irrelevant – they are very important!  However, establishing relationships encourages trust.  Trust 

inspires growth.  

Listening to Ryann’s speech allowed me to reflect on my own relationships within the school community.  My close 

relationship with Jesus is vital if I am to fulfill my responsibility of guiding students in their faith.  My relationship with 

faculty and staff is imperative so that we trust one another, allowing growth in our profession.  My relationship with students 

is essential, so that they may fully develop their God-given talents in partnership with their teachers and families.  

Bishop Marshall is so much more than just a school.  It’s a thriving community where people care about each other.  

Students care for students; teachers care for students; students care for their school; alumni care for their alma mater.

Thank you for the relationship you have with Bishop Marshall School.  

         Warmly,
         Carrie Wilson

A Message from the Head of School
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The 2013 graduates of Bishop 
Marshall School have 
successfully engrained 

themselves into high school life 
at Rice, Stowe, Lamoille, Hazen, 
and Harwood. Comments from 
administrators and teachers of the 
various schools attest to the hard 
work our graduates performed 
during their final year at Bishop 
Marshall, and what a year it was.

Mr. Close, 7-8th Grade Home Teacher

The opening week of school was punctuated by 

our eighth graders proclaiming, “This is going to be 

the greatest school year ever and we’re going to show 

everyone how it’s done.” Most of the students had 

attended Bishop Marshall School (BJAMS) for several 

years and synergy among the group was noteworthy. As 

an example, these students had raised over $3000 for 

their eighth-grade class trip prior to the start of their 

eighth-grade year. Open to change and easy to adjust, 

the eight graders took all of five seconds to welcome 

and acclimate new eighth-grade student Jascha into the 

group. 

Student life presents its challenges, and sometimes 

they come unannounced. Less than two weeks into the 

school year, one of the eighth graders, Sayde, was stricken 

with a life-threatening event that required months of 

hospitalization and rehabilitation. Throughout the ordeal, 

the eighth-grade class inundated Sayde and her family 

with support, encouraging her to return to school and 

graduate. And she did!

Always the active student-citizens, our eighth graders 

showed their dedication to community by visiting the 

Copley Manor retirement home, cleaning Holy Cross and 

Blessed Sacrament churches, and participating in local 

recycling events. 

“This is going to be the 
greatest school year ever 
and we’re going to show 
everyone how it’s done.”

Reflections
on the Class of 2013
Reflections
on the Class of 2013
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As leaders of the student body, they operated the 

Bishop Marshall Social Club, organizing five dances 

with themes like “Hollywood,” “Costume Night,” “Winter 

Ball,”, “Formal,” and “Step Up.”  Social Club also hosted 

two movie nights, featuring ultimate dodge ball games 

followed by popcorn, snacks, and a classic movie.

In addition to their weekly academic workload, our 

student leaders participated in several statewide events 

including the University of Vermont Engineering Week, 

the 22nd Annual Lyndon Institute Bridge Building 

Contest, and the Lake Champlain Community Sailing 

Center spring workshop. Lending their experience and 

understanding of the scientific method, our eighth 

graders paired up with fourth graders to assist them in 

preparation of the Lyndon State College Science Fair.  

Fourth grade teacher Julie Rapaport said, “These eighth 

graders showed tremendous patience and inspired my 

students to do their best.”    

Perhaps this class felt compelled to promote the idea 

of “giving back” to your school. In the weeks leading 

up to Christmas, this group donated their time to the 

school Christmas Bazaar, manning concession stands, 

assisting vendors, setting up and disassembling the 

various stations. They organized a school-wide Bishop 

Marshall Christmas Shopping Day, collecting new 

and slightly used gifts for our students to purchase for 

25 cents. This event enabled our students to pick out 

something special for their family members without 

spending more than $2.00. The money was donated to 

a local charity. Before our students embarked on their 

exciting class trip to Boston, they raised enough money 

to purchase collapsible bleachers, saving the school staff 

from having to borrow additional seating during special 

events. 

The graduation ceremony on June 8th was a 

glorious mixture of speeches, singing, diplomas, tears, 

and laughter.  Our graduates had kept the details of 

their speeches from one another until that moment, but 

it became clear that the central theme was gratitude. 

Thomas Buonanno, Alex Crosson, and Carter Denlinger 

spoke of the extra efforts their teachers made. Katie 

Garret, Ian Booth, and Shaley and Alex Ferland spoke 

of their families’ love. Sayde Dorain, Katelyn Shaw, 

Samantha Gentle, Sam Wright, and Jascha Herlihy gave 

thanks to the whole school.  Before the closing prayer, 

the graduates joined together to sing “Little Talks” by Of 

Monsters and Men. The words summarized the journey 

of our graduates and the love and support they will 

always have as they embark on life’s next chapter.
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As the line formed outside the Hyde Park Opera 
House on August 9, there was tension in the 
air.  The families and friends of the cast of “The 

Phantom Tollbooth” nervously awaited the door opening as 
their children prepared to go onstage in less than an hour.  
Normally, a piece about the Children’s Theater Workshop 
held by the Lamoille County Players of Hyde Park wouldn’t 
appear in an issue of the BJAMS Compass Magazine, but 
this event proved a wonderful example of BJAMS students 
living and breathing life into the greater Lamoille Valley 
community.   

The ten-day workshop took place at the end of July and 
culminated with the play in early August.  The workshop 
was designed to introduce children to theater, cultivate 
individual talents, and introduce the many moving parts 
involved in producing and putting on a play.  Participants 

were able to audition for parts, have input in casting choices, rehearse scenes, songs and dances, and learn about costuming, 
makeup, sets, props, and publicity.

The performance of “The Phantom Tollbooth” was based on the popular children’s book by the same name written by 
Norton Juster. The book and the play are about a tollbooth that transports the main character Milo and the audience to The 
Land of Wisdom, where Princesses Rhyme and Reason need rescuing in order to bring peace between two kings.  

“The Phantom Tollbooth” had a flexible cast of twenty-five children between the ages of eight and fourteen.  Of those 
participants, five were BJAMS students. These students auditioned and received major roles in the production.  The BJAMS 
veteran of this cast was Madeleine Kern, a sixth grader.  Madeleine had previously played the nurse in the BJAMS 2013 
production of “Romeo and Juliet.” As the narrator in “The Phantom Tollbooth,” Madeleine helped engage and transport the 
audience from Milo’s bedroom to the Land of Wisdom.  Milo, the lead character, was portrayed by a fifth grade student new 
to BJAMS, Jack Manning.  Jack did a wonderful job as the bored young man that went to the Land of Wisdom.  He taught the 
audience the importance of words, numbers, and grabbing hold of one’s own destiny.  As Jack came into his role as Milo, he 
got to know two of his future classmates, Connor Willett and Emily Oehrle.  

Anyone who knows Connor knows that he was cast perfectly in the role of Tock the Watchdog.  Connor and Tock both 
have kind hearts, ready and open for friendship and having the ability to make you laugh at any point.  Tock helps Milo travel 
through the Land of Wisdom, where both chaos and adventures ensue. The chemistry between Connor and Jack was amazing.  
You could tell that this would be the beginning of a friendship both on and off stage.  

Speaking of demons and chaos in the Land of Wisdom, two demons 
in particular were dreadfully frightening. These two demons helped create 
distractions for Milo and Tock, and they were our very own Emily Oehrle 
and Elisabeth Fitzgerald.  Emily, the Demon of Insincerity, pranced around 
and tried to get Milo and Tock off course with improper information. Her 
enchanting mask and cape almost did keep Milo and Tock in the Mountains 
of Ignorance.  Elisabeth, a fourth grader, was the youngest BJAMS student 
in the cast.  Elisabeth’s portrayal of the Listless Demon in the Doldrums and 
her dancing and smiling in the Land of Dictionopolis as the recipient of the 
wonderful adverbs had the audience entranced.

Elisabeth, Emily, Connor, Jack, and Madeleine were shining stars that cool 
August night.  They represented their families and the school well that night. 
We can’t wait to see what this group of performers does with the Drama Club’s 
performance in the spring of 2014.  Their presence and experience on stage 
can only forecast good things for director Richela Fusco and the Drama Club at 
BJAMS.  Be on the lookout for more information about the Drama Club’s spring 
2014 production to see these and many more wonderful actors in action!  

by Marlene Handler
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A Day in the Life

At Bishop John A. Marshall School there is no such 
thing as an ordinary day.  Students are challenged on a daily basis in 
all their classes, from learning new techniques in art class to learning 
how to responsibly navigate technology to learning French to new 
concepts in Science.  Within each class is a high set of standards and 
expectations for each student to achieve that aligns with their grade 
level.  While it would be easy for me to write for you about the school 
day at Bishop John A. Marshall School the best way to learn about the 
culture and academics is by a student. Two students, Lucy, a fourth 
grader and Jerome, an 8th grader will share their day with you. 

Continued on page 8...
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Wednesday, is Mass at BJAMS. Before we enter the multi-

purpose room to celebrate Mass, we stop by kindergarten to pick up our 

buddies.  We buddy up with the kindergarteners to help them learn the 

routine of Mass and how to behave properly while we are celebrating Mass.  

Today, the fourth graders are responsible for bringing gifts; it is an honor to 

be chosen.  After Mass, we lead our kindergarten buddies back, wish them 

a good day, and head down the hall to our classroom.

In religion we are learning about how God created the earth.  We use 

lots of sources to learn from such as books and worksheets.  To enhance our 

learning, we create projects like our Trinity Folder and Guardian Angels.  

In science class we sometimes go outside to explore what is around us.  We have been outside studying about 

ecosystems and habitats and while it is really cool to investigate decaying logs, we are also aware that the decaying log is 

a home and need to be kind.  After our log examination we wrote about what we saw and how we felt.  Finally, our class 

made a terrarium to show an ecosystem.

French is the foreign language we are learning.  Madame Jacobs is teaching us how to hold a conversation in French.  

In addition we get to do fun projects like posters that show what we are learning and yes the poster is in French!  As with 

all our projects once we are complete we put away all of our materials.  

The computer lab is one of my favorite places!  With Mrs. Rapoport’s help, we are learning to use computers correctly 

and responsibly.  Our typing skills, with the help of Dance Mat Typing and math skills, with the help of Khan Academy, 

are improving. The main mission of going into the computer lab is learning to use the internet safely and responsibly.  

We have learned that some websites are fake and that sources should be double checked.  There certainly is a lot to learn!

Art class, we only have once a week, but Mrs. O’Neil manages to teach us a lot!  All our projects throughout the year 

culminate in the end of the year art show.  In art class we learn art techniques and Mrs. O’Neil gives us tips on making 

our art work better.  We also learn how to use certain mediums and how to properly care for our tools and supplies.  
While our days are full of learning and classes, it is fun.  At BJAMS we learn a lot about being good students but also 

about being good community members.

Lucy
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On this morning I slip into my tie and khakis and head 

over to Bishop John A. Marshall School.  I have attended BJAMS 

since pre-kindergarten; I am a lifer since I will be graduating this 

year.

I am greeted by many “good mornings” as I make my way to 

the classroom, a great way to start the day. Today will be a busy 

day!  At 8:10, I grab my binder and books and head to the French 

room with my classmates.  In French we are learning to carry a 

French conversation because we will be heading to Quebec in 

February and need to be prepared.  To reinforce our learning we 

are preparing French skits that we will perform for other classes.  

Next, I am off to art, where we are learning techniques to use watercolors.  I am creating a dragon.   Who knew there 

was so much to learn about watercolors and the various brushes?  After cleaning up it is time for snack and I am ready.

Math time, armed with my homework, book, and calculators, I head to class.  After correcting homework and asking 

a question about the division of polynomials we head to the computer lab where I watch the math lesson to reinforce 

what we have learned in the classroom.  

Throughout the week we have technology class and while it is fun to be on our new Macs we are learning.  Under 

Mrs. Shinners’s guidance we are learning to use the internet safely which includes not putting personal information on 

the web and understanding that once it is put on the web it is on there forever.  We are also learning to evaluate web 

pages and determine whether we should use them as sources for our research paper.

In religion class we pray for those in need.  We have learned about the Blessed Trinity, the Father, the Son and the 

Holy Spirit, and made a poster to illustrate the three.  We have hung these in the hall so the entire school can see them.  

Also in religion we are learning about the morals that guide us and should be guiding the world.

Changing gears and books, it’s time for science, gravity and Sir Isaac Newton.  Through labs, lecture and SMART 

board assistance we are better able to understand the lesson and how it impacts us.  Although the lessons are challenging, 

the labs are fun and reinforce our learning.  The same goes for English and history class,  

In English we are reading Lord of the Flies, which I hear they read in local high schools!  We are creating our own 

journals to accompany the book and learning the correct way to write a research paper.  While reading Lord of the Flies, 

we are discussing the roles of adults and how they steer our moral compass.  It is a lot to think about.  In addition to 

vocabulary, grammar, spelling and book reports, we are always busy.

In history, we are discussing the American Revolution and 

how we made the decision to go to war.  We are learning about 

the various acts and events that led our leaders to make the 

decision to go to war.  Again it is a lot to think about and through 

the reading of My Brother Sam is Dead we were discussing how 

the war broke up families.

At the end of the day I pack up my bag to head home. While 

leaving the school, I look back to see everyone waving goodbye.

Jerome
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Three years ago, my 8 year old was coming home from school saying, “I don’t want to be there.”  
To be saying that at that age meant the fit was not right.  Our options were limited not living in a 
school choice area so we decided to meet with BJAMS.  After that first year, we didn’t know what 
our job situation was going to be and we worried we wouldn’t be able to return for 5th grade.  The 
last day of school driving away she burst into tears.  We were not even out of the driveway yet 
when she said, “I don’t want to leave MY school. I love it here.” It was then that I knew I had to 
make it work.  “My school is my family too!” I don’t think it is possible to hear those kinds of words 
from a child’s mouth about just any school. 
       - Paul and Brandie McAllister, Hardwick

Our son had not really been challenged since 2nd grade.  When it was time for him to head to 
middle school, we were beginning to think we needed to find a different school for him since after 
meeting with a middle school teacher, we knew there would be no challenge for him there.  After 
visiting other Catholic schools in the area, we visited BJAMS and immediately felt comfortable.  
We spoke with Carrie and she told us about the upper school having a math assessment test at the 
beginning of the year so that students would be placed in the appropriate level, and not necessarily 
the one that matched the grade they were in.  That pretty much sealed the deal for us.  Last year 
someone asked him what the best part of his school year was and he said, “I learned something in 
math.”  We had such a great year last year that we felt it would be a good idea for our other son, to 
be part of the BJAMS family so he started this year in 3rd grade.  Both our sons are very happy at 
BJAMS. 
       - John and Nicole Fisher, Waterbury 

Parent Testimonials
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Heather and I knew that our son needed a more rigorous, academic environment.  He loves to 
learn and needs to be surrounded by other children who share his thirst for knowledge and ability 
to focus on school related tasks. On the first day of school at BJAMS, he came home and said that 
every child had completed their summer work assignments. It was immediately obvious that he was 
surrounded by like-minded peers.  However, more than the academic rigor, the loving community 
at BJAMS has blown us away. Recently, he collided with another student while playing football at 
recess. He was on the ground crying. The rest of the players went down to one knee as they have 
been taught to do in soccer.  One boy put his arm around him and offered him comfort. When he 
stood up, his classmates all clapped. He said he had never felt so supported by his peers. His favorite 
part of BJAMS is how every child is excited to be in school. He recognizes how special it is that even 
the 8th graders eagerly participate in school wide assemblies. He loves that his classmates think it 
is cool to do well in school.  
       - David and Heather Manning, Hyde Park

We chose BJAMS for our children because of the quality of academics and the quality of 
teachers. The BJAMS community is second to none. Our decision to send our children there is 
consistently reinforced by the instillation of wholesome values unparalleled by any other school. 
Our children look forward to going to school, school functions, and they feel part of a larger family. 
When we ask our children what they like most about BJAMS, their response is their teachers! 
       - Rick Barnett and Peri Armando, Morrisville

Initially, we became interested in BJAMS 
because of what we heard about its academics. 
The fact that parental involvement is encouraged 
played a big part as well. However, meeting other 
BJAMS families and getting to know the staff at 
the school is why we ended up enrolling our child. 
Prior to beginning our first year at BJAMS, an open 
house was held to allow new students (and parents) 
to spend time in the school. As soon as our child 
(who was understandably a bit nervous) walked in, 
another student came up to her, took her hand, and 
walked her to their classroom. They have been good 
friends ever since! 
        
  - Kevin and Carla Fitzgerald, Hyde Park
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The question that I am 
bombarded with from my art 
students as we sit together on 

the first day of school after the long 
summer break is, “What is the theme 
of the art show this year?”  With great 
anticipation they eagerly await my 
response, I tease them with clues first 
as they shout out what they think the 
theme is.  Excitement then breaks out 
as we brainstorm all the cool things 
that we could create.  This is where 
the art show starts, amid the cluster of 
kids, hands raised in the air with their 
high energy level and brilliant, creative 
and sometimes silly ideas.  It is this 
think-tank session with my students 
that motivates and inspires me to 
create a show like no other.  I feed off 
of their enthusiasm.  It sets the ball in 
motion to provide them with the best 
art experience I can offer them.

An Intangible Reward 
BJAMS ART SHOW
Mrs. O’Neil, Art Teacher
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One might wonder: why all this work for elementary 
art shows?  The answer is simple; they work hard for me 
all year long and this is their reward and their goal.  This 
is my gift to them.  The art show is a great extravaganza 
that is both creative and magical.  An over-the-top, 
exciting way to showcase their dedication to becoming 
artistic.  It is a testament to their devotion to learning 
how to see and observe life as an artist would.  I am so 
proud of each and every one of them.  When a student 
walks up to me with their artwork thinking that they are 
done, I would typically say, “This is great.  Do you see 
anything else?  What color do you see here?  What about 
this?  What do you think?” They always know the correct 
answer to any of the questions I might ask and return to 
their studio to continue working on it.

If you were to ask any of them what my favorite quote 
is they would say, “We all know the answers, but fail to 
ask the questions ourselves.”  That is my goal; to get them 
to look, observe, compare, and ask questions.  When you 
can look beyond the ordinary, beyond the first glance, 
there is a lot to see and to understand.  Even if a child 
does not become an artist when they grow up, art helps 
them really look at things in a new way; it teaches them 

to be open minded, to find beauty in all things, to find 
something good in the bad, and to appreciate the simple 
things that surround us every day.

The ideas are great but what turns these wonderful 
ideas into an amazing art show is the dedication and 
behind-the-scene work of each and every volunteer.  
Without them, the ideas would simply remain ideas 
and never see reality.  Each year, we assemble a team of 
people, some with art skills and art backgrounds, some 
with knowledge of building, and others a willingness to 
participate in whatever needs to be done.  There is a lot of 
hard work that goes into the shows, where we share late 
dinners together on a makeshift table, food for restoring 
energy, and silly jokes when we need to stay awake.  

From matting artwork, painting a prop, or 
constructing a castle, there are so many ways one can 
participate.  Personally, I love building the set; the 
camaraderie and the new friendships of the parent 
volunteers.  I also love keeping the set a secret from 
the children until the great unveiling.  Like a gift on 
Christmas day, they are equally as thrilled!  This is 
perhaps the best-kept secret of the art show; allow me to 
illustrate that point:
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The people who helped put together “The City” 
themed show last year, just as in every year before, were 
generous people with such giving hearts.  Sometimes we 
stayed up late to make it happen, sometimes someone 
would bring food and we’d lunch together and share 
more ideas.  They all wanted to help give our children 
that reward for their hard work and dedication, which 
shows the kids just how proud we are of them.  That kind 
of encouragement is so important to a budding artist.  
Although there is certainly no monetary pay for the time 
our parents volunteer, just like that old adage says, “It 
is in giving that we receive”, I think these parents get 
something far more valuable.  By the end of those hectic 
few days we have bonded as a team while, in the process, 
our hearts are warmed by the amazing creations we all 
collaborate on.  The reward may not be tangible but it was 
the kind of experience you look back on and know you 
could never force or fabricate.  It just has to happen.  

Whether it is building a canal in Venice, outer 
space, the heavens with cherubs, Greece with its cats, a 
Native American village, Times Square, or a circus tent 
with flying acrobats, everything gets put together with 
a little cardboard, scraps of wood and paint, and lots of 
love, imagination and dedication from the volunteers.  
Watching the students’ expressions as they see the lavish 
display we labor to produce is worth everything.  Their 
eyes take in every detail with astonishment, they don’t 
miss a thing.  It fills their hearts and is proof of just how 
proud we are of them. As they look at the displays with 
joy, I cannot help but feel joy watching their faces look at 
what we have done for them.  You could never purchase an 
experience like this or something that would give you this 
kind of feeling.  That is the moment we work for with the 
art show; when those who give, receive.
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“Working on the Annual Art show is 
great because we are really showcasing 
the efforts and hard work that our 
children put into this show.  They 
work toward a goal, as well as have 
a theme to keep the projects relevant 
and exciting for the kids to work on.  
The art teacher, like the gym teacher 
or music teacher, has the unique 
opportunity to be a constant part of 
the children’s elementary education 
through the years.  This means that 
if a student can enjoy and revel in 
being a part of something big like the 
art show, that in years to come, they 
will see how much they get out of the 
experience beyond honing their talent.  
As for Mrs. O’Neil, she can really get 
to know her students well, and push 
them to challenge themselves, all the 
while having a great track record, 
namely all the past art show pieces.”

– Eve Gagne

“In May 2013, I was advised when to 
arrive at BJAMS.  I figured I would be 
there for a couple of hours not realizing 
how much time and effort went into the art 
show.  I was there for the whole weekend 
but I was okay with it. Volunteering for 
the art show allowed me tap into a talent 
and passion that I do not get to normally 
enjoy; plus I got brownie points with my 
wife!  Although the days were long I enjoyed 
volunteering, working with great people, 
and knowing that I had a part in the final 
production and what a production it was!  
The BJAMS Art Show is a sight to behold 
and I am looking forward to this year when 
my daughter’s art work will be hanging.”

– AJ Shinners

“Recently we were asked “Why 
do you still help out with the BJAMS 
art show? Your boys left BJAMS 4 
years ago?”  Well… the answer is 
“We’re crazy”… about the art program 
that is!  Juliet O’Neil is an extremely 
talented teacher and artist.  She brings 
out the best in the students and each 
year she develops a unique vision for 
displaying the student artwork that 
will make it come alive.  We enjoy 
being part of the process, helping 
to create a magical environment, 
and creating a background to really 
showcase the student work.  Seeing 
the joy on the faces of the students 
and parents plus being part of the 
BJAMS extended family inspires us to 
keep coming back year after year.” 

– Michele & Brickett Bailey

ART SHOW 
  TESTIMONIALS
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 BJAMS’
Ski Program
On ten Sunday afternoons in winter, you will find 
approximately fifty students from Bishop Marshall School skiing 
or snowboarding all around Stowe Mountain Resort.  Through the 
BJAMS Ski Program, students of all abilities ski or snowboard in 
small groups coached by BJAMS parents.  Some are learning for the 
first time.  Some are challenging themselves on the steepest and most 
difficult expert terrain.  Others are simply improving their skills as the 
coaches guide and encourage them further.  The program has even 
helped some parents rekindle their love of skiing after having left 
it for decades.  Whatever their background, everyone is developing 
a love for a sport that they can continue to enjoy for a lifetime.

Although surrounding towns have worked with Stowe Mountain Resort to create 
school ski programs since the 60’s, it has only recently become an option through 
the Bishop Marshall School.  Six years ago, in December of 2007, Dr. and Mrs. Daum 
contacted Stowe and created the first Bishop Marshall Ski Program.  With a fledgling 
group of about ten students and five adults, they were able to gather at the mountain 
and meet everyone’s instructional needs.  Now the program has grown to five times that 
size, but it still attends to the needs of each student so that they all learn and have fun.

 For $60, the program is open to all students from kindergarten through 8th grade.  
With their school ski passes, students meet for ten Sunday afternoons, but they also have 
access to the mountain on other days.  If school is not in session due to a snow day, a 
teacher in-service day, or February vacation, students may use their passes to ski for the 
day.  This gives them the opportunity to bring other family members along to enjoy the 
sport.  Some students join this program to learn to ski or snowboard.  Some students join the 
program because it is a fun way to spend time with friends, doing something they enjoy, in a 

Sl
op

es
ty

le

Mrs. Silveira, 1st Grade Teacher
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noncompetitive way.  Some students join this program because they already love skiing and 
want to get better.  No matter who the student is or what the reason is, this program provides 
for a wonderful way to spend time on snow developing a skill at an amazing ski resort.

 It is the dedicated coaches that make this program work.  Most coaches are parents 
of students in the program, while some are parents of alumni of the school.  In order to 
prepare for the season and familiarize themselves with the techniques necessary to teach 
children to ski or snowboard, the coaches attend an on-mountain training day in December 
before the program begins.  Here they learn techniques for teaching children of varying 
abilities and review safety procedures and other coaching responsibilities on the mountain. 
The training session determines the appropriate ability levels that each adult has the skills 
to teach, and all the while, they’re enjoying a clinic with Stowe’s skilled ski and snowboard 
instructors to brush up on and improve their own skiing.  Once the training is complete, 
coaches receive a special ski pass, which provides them mountain and lift access on ski 
program days.  For their hard work, coaches also receive a ticket voucher for each day that 
they coach, allowing them to ski the mountain on other days as well.  Many enjoy the use 
of these vouchers in the spring when the program is over and the weather is beautiful.

 There are many benefits to the BJAMS ski program.  Since the program is still relatively 
small, the groups can be arranged to accommodate not only ability, but also age, ski style, 
friendships, and other factors.  As a result, the students are safe, comfortable, and happy.  
They feel confident to take risks and try new things.  And, as many of us know, at the end of 
a day there is nothing like sharing stories of epic adventures with your friends and family.
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BJAMS Lifetime Members 
Individuals whose cumulative giving equal $20,000 or more.

LEGACY COUNCIL:  $1,000,000 and above

HERITAGE COUNCIL:  $500,000 - $1,000,000

BATCHELDER COUNCIL:  $250,000 - $500,000

ANGEL COUNCIL:  $100,000 - $250,000

CHAMPION COUNCIL:  $50,000 - $100,000

LIFETIME MEMBER:  $20,000 - $50,000

1998 Circle Members 
Individuals who have made planned or deferred gifts to BJAMS.

Allegiance Members 
Individuals who have contributed annual gifts for five or 
more consecutive years. 

Annual Members 
Individuals who have contributed annual gifts of $1,000 or 
more during BJAMS’ fiscal year.

Above: Members of the BJAMS Founders Society joining at the society luncheon included (right to left) Fr. Lance Harlow, Francis 
Favreau, Carle Oehrle and Maryellen Stocks, Deacon Bill Glinka, Arny and Martha Langbo, Bud and Claire Miller, Jim and Carol Trihy, 
Ed Olsen, Gerry and Felix Callan, Pat Cohen, and Ted Lambert.  

Bishop Marshall School has a unique story to tell; it exists as a grass-

roots effort of some of the most dedicated people of our community. When BJAMS 

opened its doors in 1998 with just under 60 students, it was the first new Catholic 

school to open in the state of Vermont in over 50 years. The BJAMS Founder Society is a 

group of individuals who are an intimate part of our story past, present, and future. 

There are four categories of the BJAMS Founders Society: 



19Bishop John A. Marshall School

LEGACY COUNCIL
Anonymous (2)

HERITAGE COUNCIL
Gert Lepine
Therese Lepine*
Marie Wallinger*

BATCHELDER COUNCIL
Bruce and Joanne Batchelder
Richard and Ruth Bergeron
The Angell Foundation
George W. Mergens Foundation
Amy E. Tarrant Foundation
Jeannette Lepine

ANGEL COUNCIL
Dr. Bob Baska
Dow Chemical Company
H.A. Manosh Corporation
Hazel Demars
Jim Dietz
The Richard E. & Deborah L.  

Tarrant Foundation
Therese Lepine*

CHAMPION COUNCIL
Del* and Linda Barrows
Daniel and Pat Cohen
Pauline Cote
John and Richela Fusco
Beny and Sylvia LeRiche
Jim and Carol Trihy
Fr. Lance Harlow
Dr. Ed and Dr. Sue Olsen

LIFETIME MEMBERS
Anonymous 
A. Nadeau and Company, Inc.
Adelphia Communications
Julie Bourne
Jack DuBrul
G.W. Tatro Construction, Inc.
David and Helen Gaffey
Edward and Alice Grayson
Kay Henderson
Honeywell Hometown Solutions
Roger Howard and Sandy Buck
David and Debbie Kirch
Frank Philbrook
James Wolpman and Barbara 

Phillips-Wolpman
Carolyn Roberts
Rock-Tenn Co.,Mill Division
Stella Sargent
Elvy Sharkey
Skip Vallee
William T. & Marie J. Henderson 

Foundation
Liltian Zuber
William Donahue

ALLEGIANCE MEMBERS
Anonymous
George W. Mergens Foundation
Alice Adams
George and Rita Babcock
Gert Lepine
John and Gena Callan
The Angell Foundation
Dr. Harry Mahood*
George and Patricia Nemith
Carl Oehrle and Maryellen Stocks
Laurette Perron
Melissa Pflug
David and Debbie Schoop

1998 CIRCLE MEMBERS
Dr. Philip and Virginia Chiaravalle
Gert Lepine
Dr. Ed and Dr. Sue Olsen
Ben and Nakysha Olsen

ANNUAL MEMBERS
Anonymous (2)
The Angell Foundation
David and Debbie Schoop
Pall Spera
David and Sharon Bateman
Felix and Gerry Callan
Winston Dezaine
George W. Mergens Foundation
Fred and Diana Genung
Francis and Agnes Favreau
Olivier and Vicki Garret
John and Mary Chudzik
Albert* and Jean Nadeau
Richard and Ruth Bergeron*
H.A. Manosh Corporation
Carl Oehrle and Maryellen Stocks
Steve and Mary Gentle

Top: Jim & Carol Trihy, Brooke Wright
Middle: Olivier Garret, Arny Langbo, 
               and Fr. Lance Harlow
Bottom: Ted Lambert & Francis Favreau
Below: Members listen to a presentation 
on the new Multimedia Center.

BJAMS FOUNDERS SOCIETY MEMBERS
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Looking for more information? 
Visit us online at www.bjams.org* Deceased
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ANNUAL GIVING
2012 - 2013 School Year

PAtrON SOcIetY 
This Society recognizes the generosity of donors who 
give $10,000 and higher, which are foundational to 
advancing the mission of Bishop Marshall School. 

trUStee SOcIetY 
The Trustee Circle acknowledges leadership 
gifts to BJAMS between $5,000 and $9,999 and 
the dedication and loyalty of these donors. 

HeAd Of ScHOOL SOcIetY 
These dedicated supporters are recognized in the 
Head of School Society as having donated between 
$2,500 and $4,999 during this fiscal year.

LeAderSHIP SOcIetY 
This special breed of leadership givers enter this 
Society for gifts between $1,000 and $2,499, which 
buttress the work of Bishop Marshall School. 

BISHOP MArSHALL ScHOOL SOcIetY 
Members of the Bishop Marshall School 
Society wish to recognize the generosity of 
donors for gifts from $500 to $999. 

BeNefActOr cLUB 
The Benefactor Club recognizes support of the 
programs and activities of Bishop Marshall 
School with gifts of $250 to $499. 

eAGLe cLUB 
To help continue the academic excellence 
and moral character development of BJAMS 
students, Eagle Club donors are acknowledged 
for gifts between $100 and $249. 

BUrGUNdY ANd GOLd cLUB 
 This is a body of very important supporters who are loyal 
friends of Bishop Marshall School and help to advance 
the mission of this institution with gifts up to $99.

Annual giving provides the most substantial portion of income 
needed each year. These funds improve our programs, make 

new resources and technology possible, and increase our overall service. We 
are thereby able to educate children of all faiths to achieve academic excellence, 
challenging them to fully develop their God-given talents with commitment to 
truth, compassion, self-discipline, and love for all.

 
eStAte PLANNING 
By indicating your intentions to remember Bishop John A. Marshall School in your estate plans, you earn 
membership to the 1998 Circle.  If you have remembered Bishop Marshall School in your estate plans and have 
not notified the school, please contact Ben Olsen, Director of Development, by phone at (802) 888-4758 or by 
email at bolsen@bjams.org so we may recognize you appropriately.
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PAtrON SOcIetY
Anonymous
David and Debbie Schoop

trUStee SOcIetY
Andre Nadeau

LeAderSHIP SOcIetY
David and Sharon Bateman
Felix and Gerry Callan
Winston Dezaine
Olivier and Vicki Garret
Steve and Mary Gentle
Fred and Diana Genung
Howard Manosh
Albert* and Jean Nadeau
Carl and Mary Ellen Stocks Oehrle

BISHOP MArSHALL 
ScHOOL SOcIetY

Kevin and Carla Fitzgerald
William Henderson
Roger Joseph
John and Marilyn Larkin
Stowe Mountain Resort
Eric and Amy Mullins
St. Albert The Great Foundation
Greg Sargent
John and Justine Sulewski

BeNefActOr cLUB
Del* and Linda Barrows
Nacklie and Tanya Bou-Nacklie
Steven and Mary Chambers
Deacon Tom and Connie Cooney
Hazel Demars
Moose River Media
Peter and Anne Furey
John and Richela Fusco
John Kern* and Melanie Hughes
John La Pan
Mark and Michelle Leonard
Leonard and Diane LeRoux
Chris and Ellen Lovell
Jeff and Paulette Lund
Harry Mahood
Joseph and Mary Whiteman
Jerry and Carrie Wilson

eAGLe cLUB
Brickett and Michele Bailey
Alice Benson
Kenneth and Joanna Bisceglio
Bill and Elizabeth Bond
Jacques and Linda Bouramia
Arthur and Theresa Breault
Richard and Marsha Brochu
Gene and Martha Cacciamani
John Carleton
Hans and Terry Carstensen
Mel and Nancy Chudzik
Peter and Laurell Close
Vincent and Lillian Coppola
William Donahue
Michael and Lorenda Dunham
Stan and Sandy Ellow

Phyllis Emerson
Mario and Mary Jane Fradette
Mary Frederick
Wanda Gardner
David and Elaine Gendron
Stuart and Joyce Goldberg
Donald and Edith Harding
Maury and Anne Hartigan, II
Garret Hirchak and Beth Ann Salvas
Philip and Phyllis Houle
Kevin and Diane Jacobs
Mary Johnson
Lloyd and Ginny Jones
Edward and Gail Kaiser
Gregg and Patricia Laber
Denis Lambert
Richard and Carol Landon
Gert and Jeannette Lepine
Phyllis Lepito
Albert and Danuta Lloyd
Rene’ and Monique Marcoux
Catholic Daughters of America
Richard and Mary McClintock
Arthur Mercier
Bill and Vivian Moniz
John and Lucia Murphy
George and Patricia Nemith
Fr. Peter O’Leary
Ed and Sue Olsen
Laurette Perron
Gary Poff
Clement Renaud
Arthur and Susanne Renaud
Philip and Bette Rochette
Mark and Carol Schaal
Donald and Anne Shackett
Wendell and Beverly Shepard
Jay and Erica Silveira
Chris and Jeanne Stearns
Priscilla Stevens
E.G. and Jean Stocks
Greg Tatro
Stanley Teale
Andrew and Tese Ziminsky
Parker Hannifin Corporation
Knights of Columbus, Council # 1568

BUrGUNGdY ANd GOLd cLUB
Alice Adams
Bob and Robin Arnell
George* and Rita Babcock
Steve Bartlett
Germaine Beliveau
Deacon David and Joan Bisson
LD Bliss
Jeannette Brochu
Richard Brouillette
Moe and Barbara Brown
David and Mary Cacciamani
John and Gena Callan
Philip and Virginia Chiaravalle
Anthony and Antoinette Colletti
Carl and Anna Maria Colombo

Geoff and Martha Corey
Michelle Cowan
Jim and Kate Curran
Charles Davis
Dom Degnon
Michael and Suzanne Dodson
Andre Dufault
Gus and Mary Elfer
Thomas Estaphan
Reginald Ferland
Brad and Sharon Ferland
Alex Ferland
Shaley Ferland
Carl and Elaine Fortune
Paul Frederick
Fr. Henry Furman
Fr. Bernie Gaudreau
Robert and Heather Gentle
Edmund and Susan Gilbert
Russ and Polly Halpern-Reiss
Gerard Hamel
Susan Hendrickson
Fr. Paul Houde
Running Deer Hunter
Laurie Hurley
Lorraine Hussey
Denis and Karen Jaquish
Lynne Jewett
Don and Maryellen Kohl
Fr. Gerard LeClerc
Maurice Lepine
Alan and Dianne Letch
Vera Longe
Donald and Joyce Manning
Peggy Marcoux
Msgr. John McSweeney*
John and Katherine Morrissey
Norman and Monique Morway
David and Philomene Murphy
John and Eugenia O’Neil
Ben and Nakysha Olsen
Robert and Diane Parent
Melissa Pflug
David and Glenna Pound
Brian Quad
Donald and Rosemary Quinlan
Roger and Claire Rainville
Edward Redican
Sally Redpath
Helen Renaud
Kathryn Richardson
David and Joyce Silveira
Brian and Mary Kay Steele
VFW, Morrisville
Leigh Tabor*
Marion Taylor
Noella Tillotson
Charlie Burnham and Nancy Tooley
Louis and Claire Truso
Cecile Valcour
Joe and Brooke Wright
Kenneth and Maureen Zebrowski
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Alec Genung Construction, Inc.
Anonymous (2)
Applecheek Farm
Beagle Outdoor Wear
Bear Pond Books
BJAMS Board of Trustees
Caledonia Spirits & Winery, Inc.
Classic Coach & Motor Body
Darkside Snowboards
David Bateman - Advanced Bodywork
Donald P. Blake Jr. Inc. - Builders
driSuit
Ebenezer Books
Edson Hill Manor
Enchanted Woods Wellness Center
Fine Wine Cellars
GMTCC
Great Big Graphics
Green Mountain Sports
Harrison’s Restaurant
iRide
Laughing Moon Chocolates
Make-up By Kirstin
Manufacturing Solutions Inc. (MSI)
McMahon Chevy Buick
Mount Mansfield Martial Arts
Mountain Cheese & Wine
Power Play Sports
Price Chopper, Morrisville
Salon Salon
Salvas Paving, Inc.
Samara Cards and Gifts
Sargent’s Moving
Shear Image
Sterling Hardwoods - Marc Leone
Stowe Barbershop
Stowe Craft Design
Stowe Kitchen Bath & Linen
Stowe Mountain Resort
Stowe Soaring
The Bateman Group, Realtors
The Blanck Family
The Gentle Family
The Golden Eagle
The Lyden Family
The Mullins Family
The O’Neil Family
The Olsen Family
The Pawliw Family
The Ring Family
The Willett Family
The Wilson Family
The Ziminsky Family
Union Bank

fAcULtY ANd StAff GIVING
Peter and Laurell Close
Michelle Cowan
Kate and Jim Curran
Casey and Joshua Dewey
Lorenda and Michael Dunham
Richela and John Fusco
Heather and Rob Gentle
Diane and Kevin Jacobs
Maryellen and Don Kohl
Jen and Eric Nordenson
Juliet and Billy O’Neil
Ben and Nakysha Olsen
Kathryn Richardson
Regina and AJ Shinners
Erica and Jay Silveira
Ian Spencer
Carrie and Jerry Wilson

BOArd Of trUSteeS GIVING
Pat and Daniel Cohen
Deacon Tom and Connie Cooney
Sharon and Brad Ferland
Laurie Hurley
Lynne Jewett
Gail and Edward Kaiser
Fr. Peter O’Leary
Sue and Ed Olsen
Dave and Joy Richards
Emile and Karen Willett
Joe and Brooke Wright
Andrew and Tese Ziminsky

IN MeMOrY Of:
DICK AND RUTH BERGERON
Arthur and Patricia Whitehurst
Lucy Edmunds 

MARY E. MANEY
Margaret Maney-Campbell 

DONALD LAMBERT
American Legion Post #33

BASH 2013 – SUPPOrterS

We would like to acknowledge in a special way the businesses 
and individuals who have been particularly generous in making 
“All You Need Is Love Bash 2013” a great success!

MOre GIVING

This Annual Review recognizes gifts received 
between July 1, 2011 and Jun 30, 2012. Bishop 
Marshall School has made every effort to ensure 
that the information in this report is accurate 
and complete. However, if you contributed to the 
Bishop Marshall School Annual Fund or a memorial 
gift but your name has been omitted, misspelled, 
listed under an incorrect heading, or you wish to 
remain anonymous in the future please contact 
Ben Olsen, Director of Development, at bolsen@
bjams.org or by calling (802) 888-4758.
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Love of Learning. 
Respect for Your Neighbor. 
Finding Your Life Purpose.  
These are gifts we have received.  And these are gifts 
we must pass on to future generations.  But how?

Help Children Establish Their Foundation. 
By directing your charitable giving to the Guardian Angel Program 
you can help children establish an enduring foundation during the 
most impressionable years of their life.

Children still need Guardian Angels this year.
On average, over 40% of children at BJAMS need help to make their 
attendance possible.  Bishop Marshall School walks in faith and strives 
to find ways to make attendance possible for any child who desires a 
BJAMS education but we still have children looking for sponsors. 

We are very frugal with your generosity.
The cost to educate each child at BJAMS is about 
50% of that spent in VT public schools. ◊	 Students are ranking 1–4+ years ahead  

of the national average on SAT 10s 

◊	 Over 730 hours of community service  
were completed last year

◊	 100% of 8th graders look at Jesus as  
their Savior and friend (ACRE survey)

◊	 Respect is a foundational  
value taught

◊	 Classrooms are orderly, positive,  
and nurturing

◊	 BJAMS is arms-wide-open  
to families of all faiths

Give The Gift of a Lifetime 

“We are Guardian Angels at Bishop 
Marshall School because it allows us 
to pass along those values that have 
made a real difference in our lives to the 
future generation of our local children.” 

- Francis and Agnes Favreau

Become a Guardian Angel

Tell me more about the Guardian Angel Program at Bishop Marshall School:

Name(s) _____________________________________________________________

Address  _____________________________________________________________

City / State / Zip  ______________________________________________________

Email  __________________________________  Telephone  ___________________

Mail:  Ben Olsen ’99  ·  680 Laporte Road  ·  Morrisville, VT  ·  05661    Email: bolsen@bjams.org  Fax: 802-888-3137.

As a Guardian Angel, your support can make all the difference.
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Bishop Marshall School
680 Laporte Road
Morrisville, VT 05661
(802) 888-4758  
www.bjams.org

We welcome anyone for a tour
or to get your questions answered.
It’s easy; just call 802-888-4758 
or email info@bjams.org.

Craft Fair  
 - December 7 2013

Christmas Concert
 - December 13 2013

Catholic Schools Week
  - January 27-31 2014

Preschooler Open House
 - January 28 2014

Drama Production
 - TBD - Check Website

Spring Concert 
 - TBD - Check Website

Art Show
 - TBD - Check Website

BASH 2014
 - May 3 2014

Graduation
 - June 6 2014

Read our new blog – www.bjams.org/blog

LOOKING fOrWArd


