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It’s hard to believe that year eighteen of the Bishop John 
A. Marshall School is in the books, completing the school’s 
eighteenth year of educating students in the Lamoille Valley 

region. On June 10, we graduated one of the school’s largest 
eighth grades; seventeen students received their diplomas and 
officially became alumni at our commencement, celebrating 
the many accomplishments of our stellar student body. While 
each day, the teachers and staff recognize the importance of 
their daily work, it’s the culminating experience graduation 
night when the impact of a Bishop Marshall School education 
really takes hold. These seventeen students, many of whom 
entered our school as pre-kindergarten students, walked 
proudly across the stage to receive awards, saint medals, and the real fruit of 
their academic labors -- their diplomas. We could not be more proud of these 
fine young men and women who have worked so hard to develop their spiritual, 
academic, and social responsibilities during their tenure at Bishop Marshall 
School, now their alma mater.

A great deal goes on behind the scenes here at school, helping all of our students reach their fullest potential. Our fantastic 

drama productions, led by our drama teacher, Richela Renkun Fusco, helps students with understanding literary forms, while 

encouraging them to find their voices (both literally and figuratively). The community-service initiatives, led by all the teachers, 

helps students better understand the world around them, while practicing both corporal and spiritual works of mercy. Our growing 

athletics program, led by athletic director, Brian Buczek, allows students to understand the importance of health, wellness, and 

sportsmanship. Our food service director, Heather Gentle, has worked tirelessly to promote composting and recycling, helping 

students to recognize their role in being good stewards of our environment. Juliet O’Neil, our longtime art teacher, gives students 

an appreciation of art through the ages and encourages them to see the world through different lenses. Brooke Wright and Holly 

Boucher have been instrumental (pun intended) in helping our students give glory to God through both choral and instrumental 

music. All these moving parts form the well-rounded Bishop Marshall School student.

Your prayers and gifts help to make all of this possible. Thank you for your kind support for the past eighteen years; we are 

already looking forward to starting year nineteen in August of 2016!

God Bless,

 
Carrie Wilson 
Head of School

 Message from the

Head of School
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Multi… 
Purpose… 
Room
By Sandy Ellow,  

Trustee and former employee

How many times have you said or heard this word?  
It’s a great word that immediately brings to your mind a picture, depending 

on what facility you are accustomed to. We usually don’t spend much time 
thinking about what kind of room this needs to be or the plethora of uses it has 
accommodated. Our multipurpose room has seen a lot of activity since the school 
was built in 2000. It is by far the most popular room and perhaps a central place 
of BJAMS life. Let’s see what our multipurpose room could tell us about a day 
and/or week in its everyday life:
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The day begins at 7:30 am each morning, when students begin 

arriving and gathering in the multipurpose room to await the start of 

classes at 8:00 am. The breakfast program is also taking place at this 

time. A few benches, which convert into tables, have been rolled out 

from their storage closet to accommodate those students who get 

breakfast. There are two other morning activities that happen once 

a week in the multipurpose room: morning assembly and Mass. This 

time all 28 of the benches are brought out from the storage closet 

and set up for these activities. 

As the morning progresses, all the benches have to be put back 

in my storage closet and the floors swept, so that the gym classes 

scheduled for that day can begin. This room also shares space with 

the cafeteria and soon we arrive at snack time. Students stream in 

and go to the cafeteria window to choose the snacks that will get 

them through the rest of the morning schedule. Already I have seen 

much student traffic!

Now we have arrived at the lunch schedule. The benches once 

again have to be pulled out of the storage area, converted to tables 

and benches, and set up for lunch. Lower school fills the room from 

11:50 – 12:20 and upper school then shifts in from 12:25 until 12:45. 

After lunch, tables are wiped down, folded back to benches, and, 

once again, put back in the storage closet. My floor is washed to 

make it acceptable for the afternoon gym classes. The storage closet 

could easily get dizzy with all the comings and goings.

There is also another closet within my walls. This houses the 

office of the custodian and all the necessary gym equipment, along 

with two freezers for the cafeteria. Every ounce of space is utilized 

for the necessities of getting through a school day. I truly do not 

know what we would do without our multipurpose room!

Now, we find ourselves coming to the end of the school day 

and on certain days, this room is used for sports activities. These 

activities are usually for BJAMS students but there are some, such 

as Karate, which also includes students from other communities. 

Ahh, it’s now the end of a busy day and I get to rest, maybe. The 

after school program (ASP) starts at 3:15 and uses the multipurpose 

room until 5:15 when parents pick up their students. There are times 

when an evening event gets squeezed into this already busy day too. 

Tomorrow I start all over again, and it might prove to be an even 

busier day than today.

Oh, wait a minute! I haven’t even touched on the special 

activities! There is the talent show, graduation ceremonies, the 

spelling bee, Grandparents Luncheon, awards ceremony, special 

concerts, All Saints Day, Catholic Schools Week, Knights of 

Columbus basketball throw, soccer clinics, and school dances. 

Wow! But don’t forget about our wonderful drama shows and the 

sensational Art Show. These two activities transform me into very 

special wonderlands.  This is a time I can shine the brightest!

Well, the end of the school year approaches and I look forward 

to a little less activity. This is the time that I can take a breath and 

recoup. Perhaps, my floor will get a new coat of varnish and the 

lines will be freshened up. I look forward to this time, but I also look 

forward to a new school year where I again play a very important 

part in the life of our school. 

I truly do not know what we would do without our multipurpose room!
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On May 14th, dozens of parents, employees, and friends 

of Bishop Marshall School gathered at Town and Country 

Resort in Stowe, Vermont for Wild West BASH to celebrate 

the mission of the school and its 18-year history of helping children 

“saddle up for life”. It was a packed house and energetic evening that 

raised money for the school, acknowledged three special honorees, 

and helped the community grow closer together. 

The night wouldn’t have been possible without the generosity 

of hundreds of businesses that donated to the auctions and took out 

sponsorships. 

Thank you to everyone who came out for the night, volunteered 

their time to put the event on, and supported in any other way. We will 

see you next spring at BASH 2017.

Photos courtesy 
of Ryan Austin.

Chris Peters and Sara Kinerson, Erica Silveria, and Joe Wright.



Paul and Sue Cano, 

Joanne and Doug Zorzi, 

and Sue and Ed Olsen.

Joe Wright with Ira and Katie Marvin.

Randy and Cindy Pratt

Geoff Blanck, Alison Cabot, and Lee Genung.

Bob Flaherty with  Jen Booth-Hirchak  and Toby Hirchak.

Brian and Michelle Tomlinson, Kat Lane, 
and Samantha Buczek.
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Mrs. Wilson aims for a field 

goal.

Mr. Buczek after a comical 
duet with emcee, Mr. Close.

Fr. Paul Houde gives a blessing over dinner.

Kat and Matt Lane.

Jen Booth-Hirchak and Rob Gentle.

Stephanie and Jason Nichols.

Nakysha Olsen and Kim Swartz.

Kelli Kennedy, Brydon Beasant, and Sharon Bateman.

Brooke Wright, Melissa Boisvert, and Mr. Close (emcee). 

Shane and Jessica 

Semprebon, and Debbie and 

Kevin Dorain.

Ryan (event photographer) and Erica Austin.

Heather and Jason Bernier.

PHOTO OPPURTUNITY

Mr. Close draws the winner of the 

Instant Wine Cellar raffle.  

Congrats Amanda Haggett!

HIGH STAKES!

Instant Wine Cellar raffle 

donated by Calmont 

Beverage. Winner takes all!



9Bishop Marshall School

Cathy Davis and Beverly Bishop. 

Andy and Stacey Duff, Lee Lee 

Robinson, and Peri and Rick Barnett.

Paddles fly as auctioneer, Toby Hirchak, moves auction items across the block.

Mr. Olsen, Joe Wright, and Mr. 

Close draw the 50/50 Raffle winner. 

Congrats Michelle Tomlinson!

Meg and Jamie O’Brien.

Gail and Art Shinners.

 Mrs. Nordenson with Justin and Madame Wicks.

After being nominated by 
the school community, 
honorees Jerry Wilson and 
Juliet O’Neil (Art Teacher) 
are recognized with a 
certificate by Mrs. Wilson, 
Head of School, for going 
beyond the call of duty 
in leaving BJAMS better 
than they found it. Carla 
Fitzgerald was nominated 
by the community as an 
honoree this year as well.

Jerry Wilson, Mrs. Wilson, 

and Phil and Anne Corrinet.

Mrs. Nordenson and Eric Nordenson.
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HOW DOES YOUR GIFT HELP?

To help BJAMS reach its goal, use the envelope in 
this magazine or visit www.bjams.org/give-online.

Programs 
Support

EMPLOYEE 
SALARIES

CLASSROOM 
SUPPLIES

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

Academics 
& Activities

ART & DRAMA 
PROGRAMS

EMERGENCY 
PLANNING 

FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE

Athletics

 MAINTAINING 
FIELDS

 TEAM SUPPLIES 
AND JERSEYS

 GAME REFEREES

Facilities 

BUILDING SECURITY

TECHNOLOGY 
INFRASTRUCTURE

CUSTODIAL 
SUPPLIES

HELP US REACH 
OUR GOAL FOR 2016

$321,207 
raised so far.

$112,039
BJAMS NEEDS 

YOUR HELP!

135 students and 26 staff are impacted by your support.
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O
nce I graduate I will have completed nine full years at 

Bishop Marshall School. I remember when I was in the 

lower grades that the school year felt so much longer 

than it does now. I remember counting down how many days of 

school we had left one by one. When summer vacation finally did 

arrive, I was thrilled. Now, I’m not so excited to leave. Not because 

I don’t enjoy summer vacation; it’s the fact that I’m not coming 

back to Bishop Marshall School. I’ve spent so much time at Bishop 

Marshall School that I feel like it is my home.

I have had so many great experiences because of Bishop 

Marshall School. One of my favorite experiences was in the fall 

of this year; it was playing soccer. Our soccer team has always 

been decent, however we have never prevailed in our local soccer 

league. This past season history did not repeat itself. We had a 

handful of practices before our first game, and we were unsure 

how we were going to perform in our first game. We won our first 

game and from there we won eight more games in a row. We played 

ten games in total. Our final record was 9-1. That was the most fun I 

had ever had playing soccer. What makes that experience so great 

is not how well we performed, but having so much fun with all of 

my peers. And now that everybody is going to high school, we will 

never be able to play together like we did beforehand.

All schools try to make school work challenging for their 

students, however Bishop Marshall School has challenged me 

exceptionally well, in a handful of ways. The most prominent way 

that Bishop Marshall School has challenged me is academically. 

I did not notice this for a few years until I saw what children in 

public schools were learning, in the same grade as myself. We were 

years ahead of those children. I was also shocked to see how well 

our school performed on standardized testing compared to other 

public schools. We scored anywhere from one grade above our 

level, to post high school. This goes to show how Bishop Marshall 

School provided me with an admirable education.

Bishop Marshall School has done a spectacular job in 

providing me with academic knowledge, however the school 

has done something besides providing me with an elegant 

understanding of the curriculum. At Bishop Marshall School I was 

given the proper atmosphere where I could grow and mature in a 

different way than those who attend public schools. I was given an 

orientation to Christianity at a young age. I was told stories from 

the bible as early as kindergarten. I may not remember how all 

of these stories are told, however I do remember the core values 

that were taught within the stories. This is something that other 

public schools cannot offer. I understood at a very young age that 

public schools cannot pray or talk about God freely. I understood 

how I was blessed in the fact that I had the opportunity to learn 

about Christianity. I was excited to read stories from the bible 

and learn about all of the interesting events that occurred during 

biblical times. There were always obvious lessons learned: do not 

steal, do not kill, keep holy the Sabbath, and other rules of that 

nature. These lessons were obvious and easy to obey. What I did 

not understand is that the stories that I was reading had a relevant 

impact on the way I grew up as well as how I acted. The stories 

gave me a considerable foundation at a young age that was built 

upon in my latter years at Bishop Marshall School.

I would not be the person that I am today if I had not 

attended Bishop Marshall School. I was not only provided with an 

astounding education but also a strong relationship with God. I 

was able to learn valuable life lessons from the teachings in the 

bible, as well as proper behavior and virtues that go above and 

beyond what most children are exposed to. I was pushed to learn 

as much as I could; I never stopped learning, even when I had 

mastered a subject. If I possessed the will to learn more Bishop 

Marshall School never failed to enlighten me in yet another level 

of detail. I have received an extensive amount of knowledge 

and wisdom from Bishop Marshall School that I could not have 

acquired anywhere else. I am thankful that I was blessed enough to 

attend Bishop Marshall School and I will forever keep the virtues, 

knowledge and experiences the school bestowed upon me. 

Becoming Me
By Michael Mallen, Class of 2016

“I would not be the person that 
I am today if I had not attended 

Bishop Marshall School.”
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In 2004, Richela Renkun Fusco was 
asked by the language arts teacher 
if she would help her with directing 

Romeo and Juliet. For five years she 
taught acting technique to the fifth 
through eighth graders. After that, she 
began directing a Shakespeare play 
at Bishop Marshall School every year 
and from then on, the drama program 
has thrived on Shakespeare, leaving 
incredible plays in its wake. This year 
was certainly no different. 

Drama Club Delivers on Macbeth
By Maddie Kern and Shea Lyden, Class of 2016

Richela Fusco helps Jack Manning get into character.
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Richela directed Macbeth this year. She has considered doing Macbeth for a few years now, and 

2016 was the right year to perform the 1606 tragedy. On April 1st, Macbeth finally opened at Bishop 

Marshall School. This year, like every year, has been a crazy experience, and a long road to the final 

performance. First came casting. Soldiers, witches, and nobility aren’t always readily available to the 

drama program, sometimes we have to make due with students instead. So when casting, Richela 

makes sure each actor and actress can embody the persona of their character, while bringing a bit of 

their own personality into it. Our cast was very small, nearly everyone was playing two roles. Each 

actor or actress playing two roles faced the challenge of clearly differentiating between each character. 

Everyone playing two roles had to consider, “If these characters said the same thing, how would I tell 

them apart?”

Following casting was rehearsals. I should start by saying that it is not easy to control 19 middle 

school students. I have to applaud Richela, Dakota Senesac (our stage manager), and everyone else 

who helped with drama for somehow managing to get a play out of us. I’ll be honest, occasionally 

we were motivated by the promise of candy. It’s amazing to witness the formation of a play through 

rehearsals; fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth graders becoming very different people. The whole picture 

comes together when we get our costumes. Besides the actual performance, getting our costumes 

comes very close to being my favorite part. It’s like playing dress-up again as someone from about the 

15th century. Another one of my favorite things is the look on a non-drama kid’s face when they see us 

in full costume. This year we had fake blood, I’m sure that was a sight to see.

Finally, after hours of backbreaking labor, we reached the dress rehearsal. That night was an 

interesting one. This year, the role of Macbeth was split. Michael Mallen played him in the first act, Jack 

Manning portrayed him in the second. Unfortunately, Jack was sick during our dress rehearsal, leaving 

Michael to play all of Macbeth for a night. All things given, it went very well. Fight scenes in the second 

act were fun but don’t worry, he was only punched once. The next night was opening night on Friday, 

April 1st. (Macbeth is a cursed play, and we opened on April Fool’s Day. It’s a miracle the school didn’t 

burn down.) The culmination of all our rehearsals, all our effort, had finally reached us. Our costumes 

were on, makeup was done, and we marched in to the beat of a drum. The play was perfect. 

Each year, so much effort goes into the drama program. From Richela and Lyndy Hayden (our 

fabulous costume designer), to the actors and actresses, to the backstage crew and those who 

constructed the set. Every decision has a multitude of reasons behind it, all the way down to the color 

Lady Macbeth wears, as Richela explained. Macbeth would have never reached the stage at BJAMS if it 

wasn’t for the constant work of everyone associated with the play, especially the talent and direction of 

Richela who is the one that pulls it all together. Even the audience is important to the production! Every 

time someone laughs, gasps, or makes some noise of approval, it tells us we’re doing something right. 

That’s just the best feeling in the world. 
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Focusing on Others

In November, BJAMS students participated in Operation Christmas 

Child through the Samaritans Organization International Relief 

Organization, initiated by Pre-K teacher, Mrs. Teresa Haskins. The 

mission of Operation Christmas Child is to spread God’s love around 

the world by gifting children in need with a shoebox full of toys, school 

supplies, hygiene items, and a book of the Gospel in the recipient’s native 

language. This school-wide effort was divided up by grade level and after 

several weeks of collecting everything from toothbrushes to flip flops, 

upper school students assembled 50 boxes and labeled them according 

to the gender and age range of the intended recipient. During a morning 

assembly, Andrea Crouch, coordinator for Operation Christmas Child in 

Waterbury, visited the school and shared stories of the children from all 

around the world who have received donated boxes. At the conclusion of 

morning assembly, each upper school student carried a box to Andrea’s 

car for transportation to a processing center in Barre, Vermont and then 

to North Carolina for further preparation for the overseas journey. The 

heartfelt gratitude shared during Andrea’s stories, and felt throughout 

the process, reminded us about what is truly important: community and 

helping those in need.

Another community service project at BJAMS, led by Mrs. Jennifer 

Nordenson, 2nd grade teacher, focused on Operation Fire Cuffs. Every 

year, Operation Fire Cuffs collects new toy donations and brings them 

to the Vermont Children’s Hospital at the University of Vermont Medical 

Center. This organization is made up of numerous local police and fire 

agencies including the Vermont State Police, Morristown Police, and 

the American Red Cross. Mrs. Nordenson’s 2nd graders spend a lot of 

time during the fall semester Social Studies unit learning about their 

community and what makes a community. This year they decided to 

use the money they earned from selling classroom-made Christmas 

ornaments at the annual BJAMS Christmas Craft Fair to support this 

important cause. It was the classroom’s most successful year yet, raising 

over $400, which is nearly double what they’ve made in past years!  After 

the hard work of making and selling their goods, the kids got to work 

shopping for toys online. Each student contributed ideas, watched the 

budget, and helped purchase almost 30 different gifts for boys and girls. 

On Monday, December 14th, Morristown Police officers Glover and 

Bjerke visited the classroom to collect the donations and thank the 

students. The kids asked questions and learned how Operation Fire 

Cuffs distributes the toys during Christmastime and throughout the year. 

The community service project concluded with the students helping 

the officers load the boxes of toys into the squad car. Our 2nd graders 

opened their hearts and gave back to their community, joyfully thinking 

of how their contributions would make each sick child smile and feel 

better. What a great way to start off the season of giving.

By Heather Bernier

The Bishop Marshall School community does many community service projects 
each year adding up to over 720 hours combined. Here are four great projects 
from the year. This social outreach instills the virtues of compassion, gratitude, 
and service.
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This year for Catholic Schools Week, our school community tried 

something a little different. Led by our Principal Mrs. Carrie Wilson, we 

made 287 loaves of bread for our neighbors in the area and delivered 

them to the Lamoille Community Food Share. Lamoille Community Food 

Share is a local nonprofit group of volunteers dedicated to providing 

food security for residents in and around Lamoille County. At their food 

pantry located in Morrisville, people receive basic food and grocery items, 

serving an average of 357 families per month last year. In order to make 

this service project run smoothly, the entire school was divided into 

thirteen groups, each led by a different teacher or staff person. All age 

groups worked together as we mixed up the batter from scratch! It felt 

really good to help our neighbors. Mrs. Wilson received overwhelming 

positive feedback on this school-wide community service project. That’s 

what the BJAMS culture is all about, helping neighbors in need.

This year, Mrs. Erica Silveira and the students in 1st grade chose 

again to support the St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. St. Jude’s, 

named for Saint Jude Thaddeus - the patron saint of hopeless causes, is a 

non-profit hospital located in Memphis, Tennessee. The hospital’s mission 

is to advance cures and means of prevention, for pediatric catastrophic 

diseases through research and treatment. No child is denied treatment 

based on race, religion, or a family’s ability to pay. Mrs. Silveira’s 1st grade 

class presented the St. Jude’s Fundraiser and Math-a-thon to the entire 

school at morning assembly and began distributing the materials to the 

student body. Throughout the process they helped deliver and collect 

fun books and made posters for encouragement. Participating students 

received donations from family and friends and completed the fun books. 

The St. Jude’s Fundraiser is somewhat of a BJAMS tradition, having 

fundraised for them for over a decade. This year we raised $3,000 for St. 

Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Next year we want to raise $10,000 

dollars - that’s $100 raised for every student - giving to the research, 

education and treatment of life threatening childhood diseases.

As our students develop a social conscience, BJAMS community 

service projects help them create a life-long focus on helping others. As 

Pope Francis said, “A little bit of mercy makes the world less cold and 

more just.” 

That’s what the BJAMS 
culture is all about, 
helping neighbors in need.  
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When I first walked through the doors of the Bishop Marshall School, I wasn’t quite 

sure what to expect. I knew that I was looking for a school that would challenge me 

academically and I knew that my older brother Mark, who had entered the school 

as an eighth grader, had loved it. I just wasn’t sure what the experience would hold for me. 

Mark’s journey to Bishop Marshall School had come about through a fortuitous meeting with 

a BJAMS student, Connor LaClair ’03, at the state finals of the National Geographic GeoBee 

held at Middlebury College in 2002. Mark was a geography whiz who had placed in the top 

ten of the state; Connor had come in second. After speaking to Connor’s parents after 

the competition and hearing them sing the praises of their son’s school and his teachers, 

Mark was intrigued. At that point, Bishop Marshall was still a very young school and as non-

Catholics living in a neighboring town, my family hadn’t really been aware of its existence. 

However, their chance encounter with the LaClair family motivated them to schedule a visit. 

They were immediately impressed by the warm welcome they received, the calm atmosphere 

in the classrooms, and the good manners of the students they encountered. Mark too, was 

impressed enough by his visit and his future classmates that he decided to enroll. 

Following a PathEric Garret ‘05

By Prague Castle 2014

ALUMNI
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Two years later it was my turn to enroll. By that time, I had heard 

Mark rave about his wonderful teachers. Among them was Mr. Hughes, the 

history teacher who had not only brought out the joys of American history 

but who had also introduced the class to the musical political satire group 

The Capitol Steps. Then there was Mrs. Nolan who made literature come 

alive through her dramatic readings, particularly an eerie short story of 

Edgar Allen Poe, which she read aloud in a dark room lit only by a candle. 

I had met Mark’s friends Connor LaClair and the Schulz twins, David and 

Matt, and saw in them the type of peers I wanted to be surrounded by. So 

with some encouragement from my parents, I eventually decided to visit. 

I remember nervously walking through the front doors and into the sixth 

grade classroom only to be instantly greeted by cries of “Little Garret!” 

While a little shocked by the unexpected welcome from a group of 

strangers, in retrospect I probably shouldn’t have been. Bishop Marshall 

School was, and still is, a small school where everyone knows everyone 

else well; my brother had prepared the way and my future classmates 

were all ready to welcome me. By the time I started school the next fall, 

my brother had graduated but I was confident in the community I would 

find at Bishop Marshall School.

Just as important, my time at Bishop Marshall School was one of 

the first times I remember being able to embrace my unique interests 

and passions. Mr. Hughes and Mrs. Nolan fostered my appreciation for 

history and literature and encouraged me to pursue my interests. Mrs. 

Nolan and the school librarian, Mr. Cohen, were always thinking up 

recommendations of books that they thought I would love and would 

continually push me to learn more. They were nearly always right, aside 

from the month I spent struggling to get through Dostoevsky’s Crime 

and Punishment. And, for the first time I studied religion on a daily 

basis with Mr. Hughes, Father Henry, and Father Paul. It was during 

these religion classes that I began to really think about religion not 

just as a personal relationship with God but also as an influence that 

permeates our lives and society, the knowledge of which is integral 

to our understanding of both contemporary and historical events. I 

didn’t realize it at the time, but these classes would have a profound 

impact on my future career path.

While nurturing my academic interests, Bishop Marshall 

School also provided opportunities to grow through playing sports, 

participating in theatre, and going on class trips.  Playing soccer 

solidified friendships I began in class, allowing me to get to know 

my classmates in a different setting. Each year, I looked forward to 

the school’s Shakespeare production. Spending all of mini-mester 

learning to act and memorize the bard’s lines, we were able to 

come together and produce a play of which we all could be proud. 

I fondly remember playing Sir Toby Belch in Twelfth Night and 

carousing across the stage with Alex Lanpher and Kirsten Moody. 

Eric the Graduate:

Top: BJAMS 2006     |     Middle: Rice 2009     |     Bottom: Oxford 2015
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Acting brought Shakespeare’s plays to life in a way that reading alone 

could not. Bishop Marshall School also provided us the chance to 

bond as a class as we traveled together to Boston and Quebec. On the 

long drives we joked around and got to know our teachers outside of 

class. I remember hanging out with classmates in the hallway of our 

hotel and using our French to order poutine. Bishop Marshall School 

provided us all with opportunities to expand our social horizons. 

After two years, I was reluctant 

to leave Bishop Marshall School; it 

felt like leaving behind a family. At 

Bishop Marshall School I had found 

a community that valued me for who 

I was and encouraged me to develop my interests and talents. My 

classmates had never found it odd that I was fascinated by military 

history, literature, and the classics. However, while reluctant to 

leave, I knew that I had been well prepared to take advantage of the 

opportunities ahead.

At Rice Memorial High School, I pursued my passion for history 

that had been nurtured at Bishop Marshall School. Four years later, by 

the time I arrived at Stanford University, I was determined to pursue a 

career in academia and threw myself into learning Greek, Latin, and 

the history of the ancient world. However, just as at Bishop Marshall 

School, I found myself drawn to the study of religion, especially the 

birth and development of Christianity, its impact on the culture of 

the Roman Empire, and the Church’s 

spread beyond its borders. Over time, 

I discovered the importance of the 

churches of Syria and Mesopotamia 

in the history of Christianity. These 

churches, which traced their origins to the apostle Thomas and the 

disciple Thaddeus, wrote exclusively in Syriac, a dialect of ancient 

Aramaic from Northern Mesopotamia. I was particularly interested in 

the development of Christianity in the Sasanian Persian Empire, which 

encompassed lands from Eastern Turkey to Afghanistan 

Abandoned 
Greek Church at 

Monemvasia 2012

Rice Stunt Nite 2008

“I know that my time at Bishop Marshall 
School helped me embark on the path 
that has led me to where I am today.”
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and Northern Pakistan and was predominantly Zoroastrian in religion. 

Unlike in Rome, no Sasanian ruler ever converted to Christianity, so 

the Christians always had to negotiate their position with Zoroastrian 

kings, governors, and priests. They developed a unique relationship 

with the government as a recognized minority religious community, 

and despite periodic episodes of persecution, mainly lived in peace. 

As there was no one who could help me explore this subject at 

Stanford, I sought out a program at the University of Oxford where 

I could learn about the language, literature, and history of the 

Syriac Christians. During my two years in England, I was exposed 

to beautiful ways of speaking about Christ and the sacred mysteries 

through poetry and the resilient communities that, for centuries, have 

resisted persecution and persisted to the present.  

After finishing my studies at Oxford, I am now pursuing a 

doctorate in Ancient Near Eastern History at the University of 

Chicago. Through my studies and a future in 

teaching, I hope to bring greater awareness to an important chapter 

in the history of Christianity and to unique and beautiful religious 

traditions that are now endangered by violence in the Middle East. I 

know that my time at Bishop Marshall School helped me embark on 

the path that has led me to where I am today. Bishop Marshall School 

instilled in me a deep and abiding curiosity - a desire to know more 

about the origins of the Church and the history of Christianity. When I 

first entered through the doors of the Bishop Marshall School, I never 

could have predicted my path to studying Syriac - a path that has 

involved detours to study in California, Italy, Greece, England, and 

now, Chicago. I know that without the knowledge and support of the 

teachers and community at Bishop Marshall School, it is a journey 

upon which I would never have embarked. 

With his (now) fiancé at the 

il Duomo in Florence 2011
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Bill and Barbara Buczek with granddaughter Ava.

Heidi Attlfellner and grandson Liam.

Part of the Class of 2016 helping run the event.

Rosaire Levesque with Josh.

Grandma Sheila White and Nana, Kay Dolan with granddaughter Jada.

Brandy Borello and grandma Kristine Hendon 
with and Ashton and sister Clara.

Family is the building block of society and a cherished 

tradition that is celebrated and lifted up at Bishop Marshall 

School. Each year we take time to relish our grandparents (and 

other special family members and friends) at the Grandparents’ 

Luncheon. It is an event we look forward to just as much as our 

guests do.

Grandparents’
Luncheon 2015
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BJAMS’ Director of Food Services and 
cook for the Grandparents’ Luncheon 
feast, Heather Gentle, with son Max.

Connie Earle (left) and Dawn Sweetser 
with granddaughter Barley.

Grandma Rebecca Shatney with twin 
granddaughters Grace and Sage.

Deb Schoop with twin grandchildren 
Kate and Brandon.

Joyce Frederick with grandson 
Max and friend Daniel. 

Cari Goldstein and grandpa Marc 
Goldstein with Gianni.

Jim Mathias with grandson Jack.

Miles and Evelyn, Maggie, and Wes (yikes!).

Katharine Phelps and grandparents 
Charles and Victoria Gallagher with 
daughter and granddaughter Kyrah.

Maddie, Justin, and Luc.
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Meredith moving on to the next course. Michelle Tomlinson and son Riley. Jessica and Hilary.

Cindy Pratt with daughter Amalie and buddy Elena.Ginny Jones with grandson Nolan and good friend Sharon Rabtoy.

Marc and Agnes Cabot with grandson Ben.Kate, Rachel, and Harley.

Brooke Wright and Gus. 
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Class of 2012
Moving Forward

Brooke Madison Willett 
Brooke is looking forward to moving on in 
her educational career at the University 
of Kentucky. Her passion has always 
been animals, so it is only fitting that 
she will be majoring in Animal Science 

with a pre-veterinarian concentration. She wants to someday 
work on the big wildlife (think elephants or tigers). She is 
very grateful for her Bishop Marshall School education as it 
prepared her for the high expectations at Rice. Brooke has 
many fond memories of her days at BJAMS and at Rice. “It is 
hard to believe that for the first time in 13 years I will not be 
at the same school as my dear friend Reem; we have gone 
to school together since Kindergarten.” Although it is bitter 
sweet at least they will be able to Skype to stay in touch.

Parker Klinsberg 
Parker is looking forward to attending Wheaton 
College to pursue his dreams of becoming a dentist.

Parker Herlihy 
Parker is an accomplished Freeride skier and is training to do the larger tour circuit out west this coming winter.  
Among his many competitions, this winter he took 1st place for big air in a competition at Smuggler’s Notch. 
Parker is also a published photographer. His work has been on Teton Gravity Research, used in Sugarbush’s 
marketing pieces, and in Vermont magazines and newspapers. He has photographed multiple weddings at 
the Inn at the Round Barn in Waitsfield, and is the photographer for Eliteam summer camps at GMVS.

Reem Bou-Nacklie 
Reem will be attending the University 
of Vermont this fall. She will be 
majoring in Dietetics and Nutrition. 
She plans on graduating and becoming 
a Nutritionist. She feels that Bishop 
Marshal School helped prepare her for 
Rice in many ways including homework, 
midterms and even uniforms. While 
at Rice, Reem feels she has been able 
to expand her faith. “It is great to be 
able to participate in school Mass and 
prayer right alongside of my friends.” 
She also has attended school sponsored 
retreats which impacted her faith. One 
of the best things that happened while 
she was at BJAMS was the friendships 
she made and continues to have.

Dezary Draper 
Dez attended GMTCC automotive 
program on the campus of Lamoille 
Union High School (LUHS) during 
her sophomore year. She has 
taken a job at Lamoille Valley 
Ford in Hardwick, VT where she 
is training to be a service writer 
and is looking to continue her 
education in the automotive field.

Mariah Anderson 
Mariah attended Lamoille Union 
High School (LUHS) was able to 
participate in the Johnson State 
early college program offered at 
LUHS. She is focused on pursuing 
a degree in engineering. She 
has been keeping busy this year 
with photography, printmaking 
and computer graphics.

James Schaal 
During his four years at Rice High 
School in South Burlington, VT, James’ 
primary sport was indoor track; he 
also enjoyed playing golf. He continued 
his service to others through various 
community outreach initiatives, one 

he enjoyed in particular, Teach for Tech, provided a means 
for students to go into an assisted living or retirement 
home and teach seniors how to use technology. James 
volunteered for Habitat for Humanity in the southern 
portion of the country. He applied for and was accepted to 
the Governor’s Institute at UVM for further exposure into 
the engineering field and will be attending St. Michael’s 
in the fall to pursue a degree in mechanical engineering. 
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 »  Advanced academics. 
 »  Character building. 

MORE IN 
REACH THAN 
YOU THINK.

 »  Competitive sports. 
 »  All faiths welcome. 

Learn what sets a Bishop Marshall School education apart from the rest:

 »Tuition assistance 
available. 

During a special morning assembly on  
Sept 11, 2015, the students, faculty, and staff 

raise the colors and have a moment of silence.


