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New Role at BJAMS - This upcoming year, Jen Nordenson, our second grade teacher and lower school 

division head, has been asked to step up and take on the dual role of Assistant Principal and Director of 

Admissions, working collaboratively with Mrs. Wilson and the board to support the students, teachers, and 

families.  Her job will encompass admissions, as her new title describes, so not only will she work with 

current students and families, she will also be working with prospective students and families. We are very 

excited about this new opportunity; Mrs. Nordenson loves Bishop Marshall and we know the skills she has 

developed over the past ten years as division head have prepared her for this new challenge ahead. 

Congratulations, Mrs. Nordenson! 

Sad News - BJAMS is heartbroken to share that we lost two of our most faithful and devoted supporters 

this week.  

The first is Ms. Jeannette Lepine, who passed away on March 21.  Jeannette and her three sisters, Gert, 

Therese, and Marie, have been loving and generous benefactors to the children of our school – in fact, did 

you know that our school building is named for the Lepine sisters’ (and brother’s) beloved mother, 

Imelda?  We ask for your prayers for Jeannette and her surviving siblings, Gert and Lawrence.  May God 

grant her eternal rest. 

The second is Mr. Rene Marcoux, who passed away on March 28. His funeral Mass will be 2:00 p.m. this 

Sunday, April 2 at Holy Cross Church in Morrisville.  Mr. Marcoux was a weekly fixture here at BJAMS for 

Wednesday Mass and authored our school song.  As such, we would love to have BJAMS students (in 

uniform) for Mr. Marcoux’s services this Sunday, helping to pass out programs and to just be present to 

celebrate his life.  While we recognize that Sundays can be tricky with other commitments, it is my sincere 

hope that, if possible, families will prioritize this memorial for a special, special man.  Please see Carrie 

Wilson with any questions. 

Bridge Building Competition Results - It is very evident that BJAMS knows bridges! Congratulations to 

all of our 7th and 8th graders who took part in the Lyndon Institute Bridge Building Competition on March 

25.  Your hard work did not go unnoticed! Students and families of 7th and 8th grades snapped, cracked, 

and popped their way to top honors at the 16th Annual Lyndon Institute Bridge Building Competition.  

Having designed and constructed their own bridges, their main objective was gross load vs. bridge weight 

ratio -- an engineering formula known as "resistance factor." This year's bridges were the best engineered 

bridges we've had yet. The teams of  Gabe Carlson and J.T.  Nordenson and Wiley Barnett and Gabe 

Wright won top honors for best overall bridges!! Way to go! And, an additional award was given to Gabe 

Wright's and Wiley Barnett's bridge "Daddy" for how it exploded under pressure. Wait until they see our 

bridges next year!     

Pottery Residency -  Many thanks to our artist-residency sponsors: The Bateman Group - Pall Spera 

Company Realtors, MSI, Plate restaurant, and Walker Construction.  Additionally we would like to recognize 

the Vermont Arts Council for the grant BJAMS received from them.  The PTO would also like to thank the  

Allen Family, the Nordenson Family, and the anonymous family who all made very generous contributions 

toward our ceramics residency.  

                   Mass at BJAMS 

Wed., 4/5 8:15am  Celebrant: Fr. Angelito Sumod-ong 

           Lunch Menu: April 3-7 

Mon. 4/3:      BBQ chicken on whole wheat bun, baked 

  beans, green beans  

Tues. 4/4:     Ham & cheese on whole wheat wrap, whole 

  grain pretzels, hummus 

Wed., 4/5: Shepherd's pie, salad, whole grain roll 

Thurs., 4/6: Whole grain pasta with kale pesto and  

  chicken, tossed salad, whole grain roll  

Fri., 4/7: Whole grain cheese pizza, veggie sticks 
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Italian Dinner - Reminder: If you signed up for the take-out Italian dinner, be sure to pick up 

your dinner between 3-5:15 p.m. TODAY - Friday, March 31.  Thank you for supporting this event 

that will benefit the 8th grade class. 

Movie Night - Our 8th graders will host a movie night on Friday, April 7 from 6-8 pm.  Kindergarten 

through 5th grade students are invited to bring comfy pillows and blankets and guests (in K through 5th 

grades).   $5.00 admission fee will include popcorn.  Movie to be announced soon.  Benefit: 8th grade  

GMTA Bus - We ask that parents picking up their students at the bus stops in Stowe and Waterbury be on 

time and waiting for their student's arrival.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Save the Dates - Our spring concert will be Friday, May 12 and our art show will be Tues., May 30! 

4H Shooting Sports Club -  Do your children, ages 10 and up, have any interest in archery, 

rifle target shooting and/or skeet shooting with certified firearms and archery instructors?  No 

previous skill is needed, equipment is provided and safety is paramount.  If you would like 

your child to know the fundamentals of firearm handling/archery skills or they would like to 

advance their skills, this is the perfect program for them!  We had a successful 4H Shooting 

Sports Club last year and would like to evaluate the interest in repeating this year.  We are also looking for 

anyone who might be interested in organizing or co-organizing.  Please contact Stephanie Frederick at 

SFrederickVT@gmail.com with your child’s name, age and particular interest and if you have any 

interest/capability of assisting.  All inquiries encouraged! A parent informational meeting will be at BJAMS 

on Wednesday, April 12 from 5:15 to 6:15 pm.  Please come; kids encouraged!  We need a head count 

to determine viability of proceeding with the program.  

Yankee Candle Fundraiser - Only one more week of the sale!  The sale ends Friday, April 7. BJAMS 

will receive 40% of all profits that will go towards Fun Day funds!  You can have friends and family place 

orders through you or have them shop right online!  Items will ship directly to the shopper--just in time for 

Mother's Day!  Just text or email friends and family the link with our group number to shop online. The 

website is www.yankeecandlefundraising.com. Our group number which is required is #999967358.  

Shoppers will just need your child's name.  The Seller ID can be left blank.  Please return all sale envelopes 

to Mrs. Curran.  (Note: You do not need to submit any paperwork to Mrs. Curran if the sale was completed 

on-line.)  Please email Kate Curran with any questions.  kcurran@bjams.org 

Lacrosse News - We will definitely have LITTLE LAXERS again for grades Pre-K-3!   This is co-ed, free, 

and run by volunteers.  We will start late April and then meet Sunday afternoons in May. Schedule is TBD. 

Kids need any kind of stick (fiddle stick is ok) and a mouth guard is recommended.  This is no-pads, no- 

contact sport but we will have little scrimmages towards the end of the month.  Also, there was some great 

interest about lacrosse in grades 3-8, but not enough to put a team together for BJAMS.  I would strongly 

recommend any interested kids join the Stowe club program as it is well organized with good coaches.   Go 

to http://stowelacrosse.com to register. ~ Katie Marvin   katiemarvin@live.com. 

Pre-orders for Yearbooks - The order deadline is Thursday, April 13 to reserve your yearbook(s); 

there is no limit per family.  Don't miss out on getting your yearbook; order yours today!  Please write a 

check payable to BJAMS with a note in the memo: yearbook.  All checks must go to Mrs. Curran (grade 3) 

in an envelope; cash will not be accepted.  The cost of this year's yearbook is $20. 

Save the Dates: 

� Honor Roll Assembly - Gr. 3-8 - Friday, March 31 at 8:05 a.m. 

� Half Day - Good Friday - Friday, April 14.  Dismissal is promptly -- and silently -- at noon. 

� No School - Spring Recess - Mon., April 17 through Fri, April 21. 

� Standardized Testing (Gr. 1-8) - Mon., May 1 - Fri., May 5 

� Spring Concert - Fri., May 12 from 6-7 p.m. 

� No School - Mon., May 29 

� Art Show - Tues., May 30 from 6-8 p.m. 
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mmuusstt  bbee  ppaaiidd  iinn  ffuullll  ttoo  eennssuurree  cchhaarrggiinngg  pprriivviilleeggeess  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  wweeeekk..  



BISHOP MARSHALL SCHOOL ALUMNI IN MUSICAL AT LAMOILLE UNION - Lamoille Union Middle 

School will present the musical Rock Around the Block on April 12 and 13 at the school auditorium on 

Route 15 in Hyde Park. Bishop Marshall alumnus Erubey Lopez stars as Ziggy Springer, teen idol.  Griffin 

Koss is featured as Donald Spinney, the best soda jerk in town.  Katelyn Shaw plays in the pit band 

conducted by Student Music Director, Kenny Grenier. Set in the “Nifty Fifties,” this musical comedy takes 

place in Louise’s Luncheonette where all the local teens hang out.  The school gym is being remodeled, and 

the big dance will be held at the Luncheonette!  All ends well after plenty of singing, dancing, and hilarious 

teen drama. This show is fully G-rated and suitable for small children, teens, parents, grandparents, and 

everyone.  Whether you actually remember the Nifty Fifties, or just enjoyed Grease and Happy Days, your 

toes will be tapping to Rock Around the Block.  Performances begin at 7 PM on April 12 and 13.   Admission 

is $5; free for age 5 and under.  Tickets available in the Middle Level office starting April 10, or at the door. 

*********************** 

 

PTO MEETING MINUTES - MARCH 23, 2017 
Attendees: Nickie Fisher, Tese Ziminsky, April Schwendler-Freeland,  Carrie Wilson, Peri Armando, Michelle 

Hines-Tomlinson 

 

Girls on the Run - $55.00 per girl.  PTO doesn't have funds to contribute. PTO suggesting they do their own 

fundraising.  Nickie to look into account. Maybe PTO can contribute 5.00 possibly. 

 

Fun Day - How much per child?  Where?  On or off campus?  Fun Zone is now $20.00 per child + busses; not 

doable for PTO.  Michelle looked at Get Air-$16.00 per child...still too much $$ for PTO.  Skate Land another 

possibility? Essex Speedway? Not a great option for smaller kids due to height requirements for Go carts.  

Financial situation indicates staying on campus. What activities can we do if we stay? Stations 

suggested...kick ball, capture the flag, pie eating contest etc.  Looks like we will have on campus; also is a 1/2 

day. School can offer bag lunch that day, also popsicles.   

 

Fun Day Sponsorship - Mary Brosseau asked about donating to sponsor fun day.  How can we accept 

sponsorships and where will we acknowledge sponsors if not doing t-shirt?  Banners suggested. Tese to talk 

to John at UPS. Can hang at driveway?  

 

T-shirts -  French Toast does school T-shirts.  Tese also checking with Ishare for pricing.  PTO may order extra 

to sell.  What is our tag line? Maybe they are too much $$. Can use funds for other activities? All agree that 

shirts should be BJAMS colors to represent us in community.   Carrie suggests "United in the Spirit" as 

possible tag line.  Peri will look into French Toast for pricing of Tshirts. 

 

Teacher Appreciation Day -This will be the week of May 8th.  PTO may order tray of food from vendor, will 

not order from same person as last year.  Michelle to make cake for staff.  PTO to ask parents to make dishes 

for luncheon.  Black Diamond suggested as possibility for food.  We will also do grab bag for teachers again 

and will ask parents for gift donations; will do at Friday assembly. 

 

Thank You Notes -   PTO officers to send thank yous to families who have donated. 

 

Threaded Cross Socks - Still on our radar.  Next Christmas is a good time.  We can donate our socks to an 

agency locally.  Great fundraiser; Nickie to follow up. 

 

Mrs. Rapoport's Maritime Field Trip in May - PTO votes to have parents contribute for trip due to lack of 

funds.  May have to charge parents full amount.  Permission slip will state that if it is a hardship for families 

they can contact Mrs. Wilson.   

 

Fish Fry -Successful!  Thank you Michelle and Brian! $300.00 profit.  Feedback great on food! We will do it 

again. 

 

Citrus Sale for 7th Graders - Approximately $300 made. Thank you, Heather Gentle! 



 

Yankee Candle Fundraising - Is underway.  Kate Curran spearheading.  Excitement around it. Apps making it 

easy to distribute order forms. 

 

Flower Fundraiser through Claussens - Michelle is spearheading.  Will launch electronically in Friday Notes 

on April 7.  Table also in entrance with hard copies. Order Forms will be due Friday, May 19th. 

 

Next year’s PTO Election - By-laws state we need 2 elected officers.  Tese to email PTO for potential officer 

elects. Vote to be in May.  Suggested that dress down day offered to students who return ballots for election. 

 

Bullying Presentation - John Halligan presented his family story on bullying to parents at SHS.  Very powerful 

was feedback from attendees.  Carrie reached out to him re: fees for presenting to parents/students.  His fee 

is $500.00 for parent presentation and $1,000.00 for student presentation with his Catholic School discount. 

May 11 suggested date for him to come.  PTO to ask for sponsorship/parent donations for parent portion.  

 

Pottery Residency - Peri to forward invoice to Treasurer for check for payment for Heather Stearns.  Display 

Party on March 31. Carrie speaking with Jen and Julie to confirm times/plans.  Need parents to wrap bowls at 

end.  **Corporate sponsor thank you sign to be made by ASP for display party.  Kate Curran did press release 

on residency that will also satisfy VT Council Art Grants requirements. Good feedback coming in from 

students.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



SOCCER INFORMATION 
 

 

 

Reminder for those who have signed up for the 2017 Winter Train-and-Play program through the Vermont 

United Soccer Academy the session dates are as follows:  

 

 

Winter Tune up for Soccer:  

 

    Tuesdays: April 4, April 11.   

 Grades 3/4 3:15-4:15 5/6 4:15-5:15 

 

     

                       Thursdays: April 6, April 13.   

        Grades 7/8 3:30-4:30  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

  


