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On Monday, August 29th, we welcomed one hundred thirty students  
(and their families) to the first day of of the 2016-2017 academic year! 

As is our annual tradition, Mrs. Kohl and I took family photos of our eager students, looking fresh in their crisp uniforms and 

prepared with their new backpacks and binders. It’s always remarkable to me as I ponder that in a mere one hundred seventy-five 

days, these incoming students will progress to the next grade and will do so transformed from the students they were when they 

started. This transformation is of course academic, but it is more than that. Our students move to the next grade prepared for more 

than just the increased expectations of the next grade. Bishop Marshall School students move on with confidence and enthusiasm for 

the challenges ahead. Especially remarkable is the fact that our sixteen eighth graders, who received their track jackets at assembly 

on the first day, will be moving on to high school. But I can’t worry about that now - I am just going to cherish each moment while 

they’re here!

This fall has welcomed twenty-eight new families to our school - that’s a lot of new cars for me to recognize as I stand outside 

each day, greeting our families in the morning! However, I accept that challenge and already have each car matched with the correct 

family! We had the highest fall soccer participation that I can recall in recent history; we fielded four large teams and our Eagles 

soared through the season competitively, thanks to the coordination of our Athletics Director, Mr. Buczek, and our dedicated 

volunteer coaches. With the recent chill in the air, Mr. Buczek is already talking basketball, and for the first time ever, we will have 

both girls’ and boys’ teams, as opposed to the co-ed basketball we’ve been playing for the past several years. Mrs. Silveira has already 

coordinated our Ski and Ride program through Stowe Mountain Resort and there has even been some talk of a premiere indoor 

soccer league forming for winter...needless to say, our students have been busy, not just in the classroom, but beyond!

While we are excited for all of our new students and families, we still think of our recent graduates who have found their way to 

high school. Our seventeen alumni from the class of 2016 entered six different high schools; over half enrolled at Rice Memorial High 

School, one of two Catholic high schools in our state. I am happy to report that we have seen nearly all return to BJAMS, thanks to 

our Homecoming at the end of September. That’s one of the great things about BJAMS -- our students always come home. This gives 

me comfort when I think of our current eighth graders - they will be back!

As the green fields that cover our campus turn white with snow, I look forward to continuing our journey together as faithful 

learners. I anticipate the growth of our students and feel privileged to be part of the process that educates children of all faiths to 

achieve academic excellence, while challenging them to fully develop their God-given talents!

God Bless,

 
Carrie Wilson 
Head of School
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Building Character

From the time we are born, we are developing 
who we are as people and what our core values 
and standards are. Educators at Bishop Marshall 

School understand the importance of developing 
children’s educational needs as well as their social, 
emotional, and conflict resolution growth. Bishop 
Marshall School is a close-knit community where 
everyone knows one another and the accountability 
for how students treat each other is high. “The school 
is what you might consider a “small pond.” When our 
eighth graders dive into the “bigger pond” we call 
high school, it can be a bit of a culture shock,” shared 
Carrie Wilson, Head of School.  

The school has strong relationships with its families and works 

hard to maintain open lines of communication, which usually 

stay active years after a child graduates. “The school has received 

constructive feedback regarding the transition into high school, and 

while we do not seek to “pop the Bishop Marshall School bubble” – we 

love our bubble – we felt that creating a class to help students navigate 

some social challenges by providing them with a sounding board and 

some honest dialogue might ease that transition,” explained Wilson. 

At Bishop Marshall School, teachers do a great job with their dynamic 

classes; however, they have content to teach and the school decided 

to use dedicated classroom time for instruction. This year, Bishop 

Marshall School has introduced a new class once a week for grades 

6-8 called Character Education, taught by Mrs. Lorenda Dunham.  

The curriculum is derived from the Olweus Anti-Bullying 

Program, which is geared towards developing healthy relationships 

with peers. Understanding how to build positive relationships, 

knowing the difference between safe and unsafe behaviors within 

those relationships, learning strategies to manage conflict and 

knowing when to seek support from the appropriate resources are 

just a few of the key concepts students are learning. Scripture is 

incorporated into each lesson allowing students to process how these 

concepts have a real world application and how good choices can be 

made by seeking God’s will. 

As students move beyond the walls of Bishop Marshall School, 

this class has been designed to provide them with the confidence and 

skills to handle future challenges both in and out of the classroom. 

Within a safe setting, students are able to use Mrs. Dunham as a 

sounding board; they are given time to work through scenarios and 

resolve potential challenges together. At this age, it is important for 

children to have the support of their peers. “We are all in this together 

and want our students to know they have a support system to help 

them both now and in future years,” Wilson continued. Mrs. Dunham 

enjoys being a part of the school and making a positive difference in 

students’ lives. She currently serves as a Pastor at Lamoille Valley 

Church of the Nazarene as Associate Pastor of Family Ministries. 

She first became involved with the school 15 years ago in the fall of 

2001 as an Upper School science teacher. Additionally, she worked 

as the school’s choral music director and has been a tireless band 

supporter. She later moved to fifth grade for the longest stretch of her 

tenure at Bishop Marshall School. Many of the students she currently 

An innovative new class helps 
students delve into social 
and emotional situations, 
understand the importance 
of nonverbal communication 
and navigate challenges by 
providing them with a sounding 
board and honest dialogue.

By Fawna Start
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works with have had her as a teacher at one time or another and they 

love having Mrs. Dunham back, as does the staff.  She is incredibly 

dynamic and has a positive presence in the building. Mrs. Dunham 

has already seen the impact this class is having, “It’s so rewarding to 

teach this class and see when the “light bulb” clicks on for someone. 

When the student understands the concept being taught and how that 

concept is applicable in his or her life, I feel truly blessed and know 

that these teachings make a difference.” 

There are new topics regularly, although some common threads 

throughout many of the lessons. The content students are covering 

this year have included topics and teachings such as:  

>> DO I KNOW YOU?

“Friends come and friends go but a true friend sticks by you 

like family.” — Proverbs 18:24

>> THE REAL YOU

Read The Velveteen Rabbit and then students wrote about the 

real you.  Talked about being real.

>> IDENTIFYING FEELINGS

“A tender answer turns away rage, but a prickly reply spikes 

anger.” — Proverbs 15:1

>> THINK BEFORE YOU SPEAK

Handling anger in healthy ways — “A fool does not think before 

he unleashes his temper but a wise man holds back and remains 

quiet.” — Proverbs 29:11

>> THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIPS

Read How Full is your Bucket by Tom Rath and Mary Teckmeyer 

— also learning how to have empathy for strangers and friends.

>> COURAGE

“There is nothing to be afraid of here. Be strong and 

courageous.” — Joshua 10:25

>> STRENGTH

Read The Legend of Spookley the Square Pumpkin by Joe 

Troiano — We are all different and have strengths.

>> THE MASK WE WEAR

Classes were asked to draw a picture or face of the “mask” 

that they wear. Students talked about how their behaviors and 

personalities may be different in different settings such as the 

“mask” they were at school versus home.

In learning the importance of nonverbal communication, 

students also discuss how these forms of communication have an 

impact on others’ perceptions of them and of particular situations. 

They focused on the use of eye contact and how appropriate body 

language plays an important role in establishing positive interactions 

with peers. 

Throughout the class, students maintain a journal, which 

contains all classwork. This provides the opportunity to review what 

they have learned and spend time talking about who they are, who 

they want to be, who their family and friends are, as well as discuss 

their fears openly. “We all work to develop who we are as followers 

of Christ and it is our hope that these lessons will help students be 

confident in their beliefs and give them the skills to form positive peer 

relationships,” Mrs. Dunham said. 

The classroom discussions have already caused students to 

inquire about their own personal struggles and anxieties. “Character 

Education is a relaxing class and a safe place to express and share 

your feelings,” stated a sixth grade student. Another student said, “It’s 

a place where we can work on our social skills in a fun and interesting 

way!”  Through discussion and scripture, students have been able to 

work through challenges and find a resolution. Mrs. Dunham shared, 

“This is exactly why the class was formed and has been one of the 

most reward and impactful process to see.” 

Proverbs 29:11
“A fool does not think before 
he unleashes his temper, 
but a wise man holds back 
and remains quiet.”



6 Winter 2017Compass

Heather & Jason Bernier
“We are very 

pleased with how 

our children’s days 

are spent in school 

at Bishop Marshall 

School. The school 

fosters a positive 

environment that 

focuses on a well-

rounded education 

throughout the entire year emphasizing strong academics, foreign 

language, art, religion, music, and physical education. The teachers, 

staff, students and families all contribute to a superior learning 

environment where kindness and fun are not forgotten. Small class 

size, the teacher’s abilities to challenge our children to succeed 

and their flexibility to focus on personalized learning are just a few 

reasons BJAMS is the right fit for our family.”

Linda & Jacques Bouramia
“Our three boys have 

attended Bishop 

Marshall School and 

they have benefited 

from the discipline, 

respect, and hard 

work that they are 

able to retain from 

the teachers and 

environment here at school. BJAMS also taught them to respect 

others and treat people as they like to be treated; through the 

religious guidance, they learn to be respectful to everyone. The 

school also provides the best education by challenging them to 

figure out solutions to problems they may have never seen before.  

Due to the tight-knit sense of community at the school, our boys 

feel like they are part of a family here. Older students help and 

read to younger students, leading and challenging them with the 

expectation for the continuation of learning advanced subjects.”

Parent Testimonials

 Polly & Kasey Allen
“We joined Bishop Marshall School in February 2016 

after a hectic and fly-by-the-seat-of-our-pants move 

cross country from California.  Our daughter, Ada, 

joined the Kindergarten class and was immediately 

thrilled with her new community.   Both the students 

and her teacher, Mrs. Piper, made Ada feel incredibly 

welcome and secure, making a pretty major transition 

for our family something that proved exciting and 

fun. Our son, Hollis, joined Bishop Marshall School’s 

pre-kindergarten class this year and has also had a 

wonderful experience.   We all love his teacher, Mrs. 

Flaherty, and Hollis has  had a ball with all his new 

friends!  Our favorite things about the school are the 

sense of community spirit and universal friendliness 

we find here, the engaging learning environment and 

numerous extracurricular activities for all ages, and 

the diversity of the student body with families from 

all over the region coming together. It’s a dynamic 

community that we are very thankful to be part of.” 
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D
id you know that in the early years of women’s basketball it 

was also referred to as “netball” and that women were first 

encouraged to play to improve their overall health? One of 

the first women’s teams in the United States was introduced at 

Smith College in the winter of 1892. From there, the sport grew in 

popularity and by the 1970s had caught the eye of the International 

Olympic Committee. In 1976, women’s basketball was added as an 

official sport of the Olympic Games. In 1982, the National Collegiate 

Athletic Association began to sponsor the sport, and in 1996, the 

National Basketball Association successfully founded the Women’s 

National Basketball Association, or WNBA as we know it today. In 

the 2016-17 school year, Bishop Marshall School unveiled their first 

girls’ basketball team for 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th graders.  

When scheduling games last year, Brian Buczek, Athletics 

Director at Bishop Marshall School, noticed a need for gender 

specific teams. “Once children reach middle school age, teams 

are no longer co-ed and finding games for our non-gender specific 

teams was proving to be very difficult,” stated Coach Buczek. For 

the 2016-2017 basketball season at Bishop Marshall School, 5th 

through 8th grade teams will be gender specific. Coach Buczek 

says, “This will allow for additional games and demonstrates our 

commitment to the growth of the school’s athletic community.”

In only a few short years, the basketball program at Bishop 

Marshall School has developed from a simple after school clinic 

to a full gender specific team sport. The basketball program now 

has structured team practices and game schedules. Much of our 

success comes from not only the hard work of volunteers and staff, 

but from the students themselves, who so eagerly want to represent 

their school and to learn and advance in sports. Coach Buczek is 

also excited to announce that due to the generous donation from 

the Amy Tarrant Foundation, Bishop Marshall School will now 

provide all players with age specific ball sizes, the appropriate 

hoops and backboards for the ball sizes, as well as uniform shirts 

and shorts that are specific to basketball.  Coach says, “It is vitally 

important for the progression of students' skills that the children 

are able to practice with the appropriate equipment for their age.”  

The extra backboards and balls will allow for more practice time 

and will build confidence and skills for players as they progress 

through the program.    

Nuts & Bolts 
Age appropriate practices and game schedules are planned. 

Practices began the week of November 28th and will continue 

through January, with breaks for holidays. Any child who is 

interested in playing is encouraged to join. The schedule was 

designed with a realistic approach to encourage participation. The 

coaches and Athletics Director worked hard to firm up games and 

look to have approximately 8-12 away games with schools from 

Washington, Orleans, and Lamoille Counties. 

If you have an interest in coaching basketball please reach out 

to Coach Buczek and remember you don’t need to be an expert to 

lend a helping hand!

The Future 
The athletics program at Bishop Marshall School is growing 

with the continued support of parents, volunteers, and donors of the 

school. The school is committed to developing its sports program 

and hopes that within a few years, additional gender specific teams 

will continue to develop, as well as the creation of more athletic 

fields and the acquisition of additional sports equipment. The 

Bishop Marshall School Eagles have a great new logo to brand the 

many sports teams. The school wants to create a way for parents 

and supporters to order their favorite Eagles-branded clothing or 

accessories. 

Expanding Athletics:
     Basketball By Fawna Start
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Programs 
Support
 » EMPLOYEE 
SALARIES

 » CLASSROOM 
SUPPLIES

 » PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

Academics 
& Activities
 » ART & DRAMA 
PROGRAMS

 » EMERGENCY 
PLANNING 

 » FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE

Athletics
 » MAINTAINING 
FIELDS

 » TEAM SUPPLIES 
AND JERSEYS

 » GAME REFEREES

Facilities 
 » BUILDING SECURITY

 » TECHNOLOGY 
INFRASTRUCTURE

 » CUSTODIAL 
SUPPLIES

THE BJAMS 
CHILDREN’S FUND

To help BJAMS reach its goal, use the envelope in 
this magazine or visit www.bjams.org/give-online.

137 students and 26 staff are 
impacted by your support.

SUPPORTING THE BJAMS CHILDREN’S FUND IMPACTS THE LIVES 
OF EVERY STUDENT AT BISHOP MARSHALL SCHOOL, FROM 

ACADEMICS TO ATHLETICS TO NEED-BASED TUITION ASSISTANCE. 
YOUR GIFT MAKES WHAT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE A REALITY.

MULTIPLY YOUR GIFT: This year 100% of your donation to Bishop Marshall 
School will be generously matched by a friend of the school.

To date, $41,810 has been raised and will be matched toward the goal of $75,000!

WE ARE 56% OF THE WAY THERE.
To meet this challenge and secure the full gift-match opportunity, we need your help 
raising the remaining $33,190 by June 30, 2017 to meet the full $75,000 match.

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES IT POSSIBLE

YOUR GIFTS HELP SUPPORT

X

MATCH
SECURED

NEEDED TO 
SECURE FULL 
GIFT MATCH

AVAILABLE 
GIFT MATCH 
REMAINING

DONATED
SO FAR
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Overcoming Adversity

Imagine you are the parent of a child who is being continuously harassed 

at school and no one is willing to help. 

This is the situation Lindsay found herself in. Like any parent, Lindsay 

has high hopes and aspirations for her daughter, Onika. As Lindsay sent 

Onika off for that first day of school as a kindergartner six years ago, little 

did she know the next six and a half years would be a battle with teachers, 

parents, and school administrators. She shared, “As Onika progressed 

through grade school, something was going on and it took some time to 

figure it all out. She had one or two friends and, eventually, things were not 

going so well with any classmates.”  

Lindsay was surprised that her kind, sincere, and friendly daughter 

didn’t seem to have play dates and wasn’t included in birthday parties and 

sleepovers by her classmates. Like any parent, at first Lindsay thought it 

was nothing, “Kids will be kids,” she said. As the years passed, it became 

apparent that this was a larger problem than a kid just not fitting in. 

As Lindsay made progress on the issue, she and Onika found 

themselves working through hurt feelings and after school tears that could 

last hours. Lindsay sat through negative teacher conferences one after 

another. “I was flooded with negative calls from the school and it got to 

the point that when the phone rang and it was the school, I didn’t want to 

answer,” she shared. Onika now wanted nothing to do with school, “She felt 

isolated, unsafe and not supported,” Lindsay said. According to Lindsey, 

Onika is a vibrant, outgoing and boisterous girl, and when an issue arose, 

fingers always seemed to be pointed in her direction without cause. The 

school even took the drastic step of removing her from the basketball 

program without discussion with her mother or previous warning. 

Lindsay recalled one particular teacher conference where she learned 

that her daughter was threatened with physical harm and had been in the 

guidance counselor’s office multiple times each day that week without any 

notification to her. Although there had not yet been any physical altercations 

between Onika and any other students, tensions were escalating and the 

problem was not getting any better. Lindsay states, “My daughter was in 5th 

grade and no longer felt safe within her own school environment.”  

It was apparent to Lindsay that the repeated harassment and bullying 

her daughter was subjected to at school was being swept under the rug. 

Neither teachers nor administrators were responding with helpful or 

realistic resolutions, but rather laying blame and trying to ignore the 

significance of the issue and the impact it was having on Onika and her 

peers. “I knew a change had to be made,” she says. To encourage the growth 

of her daughter educationally, socially, and emotionally, a new learning 

environment had to be found. Although Lindsay had considered Bishop 

Marshall School in the past, she thought attendance would be an economic 

impossibility. She didn’t realize that, while there is a set tuition rate, every 

student’s tuition is set based on the family’s ability to pay. Regardless, she 

reached out to the school and scheduled a visit for her and Onika.

“To say the least, hopes were high on 

the day of Onika’s visit,” Lindsay shares. 

Mom had an informative, no-pressure 

presentation with the Head of School, 

went to work, and counted down the hours 

until the end of the school day at 3:00 pm. 

As she approached the building, she was 

immediately greeted with smiles from the 

school administrators supervising afternoon pickup and positive words 

about her daughter and encouragement about how the day had gone. 

Lindsay made her way to the classroom where she was met by her 

smiling daughter who said, “Mom, I didn’t like it here, I LOVED it!”  Onika 

went on, introducing her mother to all her new friends. With tears in her eyes 

and feelings of relief and joy, Lindsay knew she had made the right decision 

and that this was the school for her family. Onika transferred to Bishop 

Marshall for the second half of her 5th grade year. Lindsay reflected that, 

“There are no more after school tears or one-on-one parent conferences full 

of disappointment and punishment.” Onika has made strong friendships, is 

excelling academically, and voices to her mother everyday how much she 

loves school and plans to attend through 8th grade. 

Onika’s first teacher when she transferred mid-year, Mrs. Rapoport, 

commented, “When Onika joined our class, within days it was like she 

had been here all year long. She quickly made friends and she met the 

expectations of the classwork. By the end of the year, she told me it had felt 

like she had been there all year long. Onika worked hard to be successful 

and she succeeded.”

Now in her second year at Bishop Marshall, her homeroom teacher 

is Mrs. Shinners, who after having only had Onika a few months, shared, 

“Onika is a dedicated student who strives to do her best. She has a wonderful 

personality that far exceeds her size; her kindness and generosity extends 

beyond to her classmates. Onika is willing to help any student who needs 

help, whether it is with schoolwork or simply in need of a friend.”

“We both feel we were welcomed as if we had always been here and 

feel at home in the Bishop Marshall School community,” said Lindsay. 

She continued, “Academically, Onika is doing well; she works hard and is 

proud of what she accomplishes, knowing the good grades she receives 

are earned and not just handed out. She has respect for her teachers and 

peers and they have respect for her.”  Although not Catholic, Onika loves 

religion class. “She loves learning and writing new bible verses on her 

chalkboard wall at home. Onika is an entirely different kid,” Lindsay said. 

Knowing firsthand the impact a situation like this can have on a family, 

Lindsay encourages parents to listen to their children and not to take them 

lightly saying, “If Bishop Marshall School has ever crossed your mind, listen 

to your gut, and schedule a visit to see what it’s all about.”   

By Fawna Start

A story about a family who endured hardship 
and took their future into their own hands.
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PATRON SOCIETY 
($10,000 and higher)

Anonymous 
George W. Mergens Foundation 
Dave and Debbie Schoop 
The Angell Foundation

HEAD OF SCHOOL  SOCIETY 
($2,500 to $4,999)

Anonymous 
Jim and Jackie Mathias

LEADERSHIP SOCIETY 
($1,000 antod $2,499)

Fred and Diana* Genung 
William Henderson 
Jim and Darla Dietz 
Ed and Sue Olsen 
Felix and Gerry Callan 
Winston Dezaine 
Robert Foregger and Rebecca 
Chase 
Steve and Mary Gentle 
The Manosh Family 
Eric and Amy Mullins

BISHOP MARSHALL SCHOOL 
SOCIETY 
($500 to $999)

William Donahue 
Vincent* and Lillian Coppola 
Kevin and Carla Fitzgerald 
John* and Marilyn Larkin 
Paul Nesky 
John and Jahna Nordenson 
James and Judith Pizzagalli

BENEFACTOR CLUB 
($250 to $499)

Grace Callan 
Justin and Stephanie Wicks 
Jeff and Paulette Lund 
Maury and Anne Hartigan, II 
Anonymous 
Stowe Catholic Women’s Club 
Nacklie and Tanya Bou-Nacklie 
Deacon Tom and Connie Cooney 

Peter and Katherine Fisher 
Chris and Ellen Lovell 
Diane McCarthy 
James Morgan 
Evan Olsen

EAGLE CLUB 
($100 and $249)

George* and Rita Babcock 
John Edmondson 
Peter and Mary Anne Gummere 
Albert and Danuta Lloyd 
Dr. Harry Mahood 
Brian and Patricia Marshall 
George and Patricia Nemith 
Lynn and Michele* Altadonna 
Marie Brouillette 
Carl and Elaine Fortune, Jr. 
Denis and Karen Jaquish 
Philip and Bette Rochette 
Anonymous 
Joan Bermingham 
Geoff and Shalagh Blanck 
Robert and Maria Blanck 
Claude and Joan Boucher 
Richard and Marsha Brochu 
Gene* and Martha Cacciamani 
John and Madeleine Carleton 
Hans and Terry Carstensen 
Florence Martin 
June Charbonneau 
Stuart and Joyce Goldberg 
Fr. Lance Harlow 
Johnson Post # 46 American Legion 
Mary Johnson 
Jack and Patricia Kelly 
Larry and Diane LaClair, III 
Peter and Mary Lawlor 
Mark and Michelle Leonard 
Rosaire Levesque 
Ken and Gail Liberty 
Denise Marcoux 
Butternut Mountain Farm 
Arthur Mercier 
Monique Morway 

John and Lucia Murphy 
Ben and Nakysha Olsen 
Elda Pessini 
Gary Poff 
Nancy Records 
Donald and Anne Shackett 
Wendell and Beverly Shepard 
Art and Gail Shinners 
Matt and Michele Sokany 
William and Sandra Tingman 
Jerry and Carrie Wilson 
Victor Ziminsky

BURGUNGDY & GOLD CLUB 
(Up to $99)

Elisabeth Ortiz 
Rene’ and Monique Marcoux 
Ernie and Mindy Parisi Eldred 
Arlen* and Sarah Smith 
Richard and Linda Eberbach 
Alice Adams 
Jack and Louisa Anderson 
Brickett and Michele Bailey 
Deacon David and Joan Bisson 
Alfred Chouinard 
Stan and Sandy Ellow 
Elaine Farewell 
Jay Fennell 
John and Nicole Fisher 
Vincent Hanifin and Lorraine 
Faughnan  
Fr. Paul Houde 
Vera Longe 
Donald and Joyce Manning 
Jack and Kitty Morrissey 
Edward Redican 
DeWitt and Merle Shank 
David and Joyce Silveira 
Andrew and Tese Ziminsky 
Wayne Black and Jody Hale  
Fr. Bernie Gaudreau 
Carl and Anna Maria Colombo 
Geoff and Martha Corey 
Jeannette Brochu 
Maurice and Barbara Brown 

Bruce and Wendy Chauvin 
Philip and Anne Corrinet 
Rusty Dewees 
Corella Gray 
Russ and Polly Halpern-Reiss 
Lynne Jewett 
Katherine Kilpeck 
Connor LaClair 
Marie Michaud 
Michaeline and Jane Miksiewicz 
Wade and Kathleen Simpson 
Carol Smith 
Louis and Claire Truso 
John and Donna Adams 
John and Gena Callan 
Lorraine Hussey 
Edward and Gail Kaiser 
Richard Barnett and Peri Armando  
Dom and Catherine Degnon 
Tom Roche 
Lucille Sanville 
Melissa Pflug 
Helen Renaud 
United Way of Rhode Island 
Gerard Hamel 
Anonymous 
Timothy and Lisa Kent 
Sr. Rita Hammond

ANNUAL GIVING
2015 - 2016 School Year

Annual giving helps to buy the books, employ the teachers, provide the tuition assistance, and grow program offerings that enable children 

with the tools, confidence, and motivation they need to take life’s challenges head-on in an ever-changing world.

These gifts impact children like Michael:  In 2007, when Michael was enrolled in Kindergarten, he wasn’t aware of the significance his 

school environment could play in his future. “I remember counting down the days to summer vacation one-by-one,” he shares. However, by 8th 

grade he wasn’t so excited to leave. “It is so difficult to leave. I am thankful that I was blessed enough to attend Bishop Marshall School and I 

will forever keep the virtues, knowledge, and experiences the school bestowed upon me,” he says.

The school is immensely grateful to everyone who gave to the annual fund last year! You make these stories possible.

* Deceased
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Thank you for making it all possible!

STUDENT & ALUMNI 
Connor LaClair ‘03 
Evan Olsen ‘04 
Grace Callan ‘07 
Ben ’99 and Nakysha Olsen

FACULTY & STAFF 
(CURRENT AND FORMER)

Sandy and Stan Ellow 
Gail and Ed Kaiser 
Jeff and Paulette Lund 
Ben and Nakysha Olsen 
Richela and John Fusco 
Stephanie and Justin Wicks 
Carrie and Jerry Wilson 
Tese and Andrew Ziminsky

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
(CURRENT AND FORMER)

Dr. Rick Barnett and Peri Armando 
Geoff and Shalagh Blanck 
Deacon Tom and Connie Cooney 
Jim and Carol Dietz 
Sandy and Stan Ellow 
Kevin and Carla Fitzgerald 
Lynne Jewett 
Gail and Ed Kaiser 
Jeff and Paulette Lund 
Mark and Michelle Leonard 
Dr. Sue and Dr. Ed Olsen 
Justin and Stephanie Wicks 
Andrew and Tese Ziminsky

IN MEMORY OF HELEN ANDERSON
American Legion Post #33, Morrisville 
Richard Bailey 
Francis Flory

IN MEMORY OF HOWARD DONAHUE
William Donahue

IN MEMORY OF TONY PARENT
Thomas Hirchak, Jr.

IN HONOR OF RACHEL BAILEY
Bette Provost

IN HONOR OF LLOYD JONES
Stowe Mountain Resort

Memorial & Honorary Giving

Additional Giving

Giving By...

MATCHING GIFTS
IBM

IN-KIND GIVING – OUTSIDE OF BASH

Robert Despres 
William Donahue 
Geoff and Shalagh Blanck  
Great Big Graphics, Nichole Loati 
Dr. Ed and Dr. Sue Olsen 
Powell Design Works, The Powell Family



12 Winter 2017Compass

Cabot Creamery Cooperative

Cafe on Main

Price Chopper

Stowe Seafood

Costco

Shaws Market

Trader Joes

Parker and Stearns

Bitter Lacrosse

Camp Cody

Cellars at Jasper Hills

Cirkus Smurkus

Disney World- Orlando Fl.

Ferro Jewelers

Hilton Burlington

Holiday Harbor, The 
Batchelder Family

Jaypeak Resort

The Marvin Family

Montshire Museum

The Blanck Family

Petra Cliffs

Regal Gymnastics

Salvas Paving Inc

The Semprebon Family

Senator Leahy

Stowe Barber Shop

Stowe Mountain Resort

Ambler Designs

Bear Pond Books

Blessed Sacrament Church

Bond Auto Parts

Elmore Mountain Farm

Elmore Roots Nursery

Evergreen Gardens

Flynn Theatre

Gardener’s Supply Company

Edelweiss

Great Harvest Bread Company

Green Envy

Harrisons

High Mowing Organic Seeds

Hoagie’s Pizza & Pasta

Idyle Thyme Brewing Company

Fix PC

Leunig’s Bistro

Little River Chiropractic 

& Wellness Center

McMahon Chevy Buick

Mofatt’s Christmas Trees

Panera Bread

Phinne Nail Salon

Pizza on Main

Power Play Sports

Rouge Cafe

Ryann Dorain ‘11

Starbucks

Stowe Beverage

Stowe Cinema

Thompson’s Flour Shop

The Tomlinson Family

Tractor Supply

Uncle Georges Flowers

Vermont Church Supply

Vermont Dog B’n’B

Vianor

Yankee Home Solutions

Ziemke Glass Blowing

Green Mountain Inn

The Gentle Family

Once Upon A Time Toys

Sam ‘13 and Ethan ’15 Wright

RG Turning Head Salon

Doc Ponds

Malt Shoppe 

The Forget-Me-Not Shop

Turtle Fur

Calmont Beverage Company

AJ’s Ski and Sports

Alchemist

Ambler Design

Bath and Body Lounge

Beauty Counter

The Wright Family

Rice Memorial High School

Capital Soccer

Cold Hollow Cider

Commodities Natural Market

Country Club of Vermont

Curves Fitness

Darkside Snowboards

Denoia’s Dry Cleaners

Dicks Sporting Goods

Ebenezer Books

Echo Lake Aquarium 
and Science Center

Ryder Brook Golf Club

Eco Car Wash and Detail Center

The Olsen Family

Santa’s Village

Fire Tower Pizza

Green Mountain Crossfit

Green Mountain Glaze

Hair Creations

Hotel Vermont

KEP Designs

Keurig Green Mountain

Lenny’s Shoe and Apparel

Lost Nation

Lumina Med Spa

Lamoille Valley 
Veterinary Services

Maple Addiction Country 
Primitive Shoppe

MLB - Boston Red Sox

Otterbox

Perrywinkles

Pinnacle Sports

Red House

River Arts

Rock Art Brewery

Ryan Thibault Art

Shelburne Museum

Smugglers Notch

Stowe and Mad River 

Dance Academy

Stowe Cider

Stowe Mercantile & Boutique

Stowe Reporter

Stowe Tennis Club

Sushi Yoshi

The Swimming Hole

Troy West Carpet Cleaning

Turtle Fur

Umiak

Vermont Mountaineers

Vineyard Vines

WCAX

With Love Photos

Wok N Roll

Woodstock Inn 

Yellow Turtle

Mount Mansfield Martial Arts

The Corrinet Family

Stowe Soaring

The Robinson Family

Peter Schmeeckle

Madadashcar

Chucks Bikes

Fine Wine Cellars

Bridgeside Books

Lake Champlain Chocolates

Pioneer Pawn Shop

Ryder Brook Golf Club

Copley Country Club

Harvest Market

Wild West BASH 2016 Supporters

This annual review recognizes gifts received between July 1, 2015 
and June 20, 2016. Bishop Marshall School has made every effort 
to ensure the information here is accurate and complete. However, 
if you contributed a gift-in-kind or memorial/honorary gift or 
to the Annual Fund or BASH but your name has been omitted, 
misspelled, listed under an incorrect heading, or you wish to 
remain anonymous in the future, please contact the Advancement 
Office at 802-888-4758 or advancement@bjams.org. 

Annual Giving

We acknowledge in a special way the businesses and individuals who have been 
generous in making “Wild West BASH 2016 – Saddle Up For Life” a great success!



Your gift is needed.

Regardless of the amount, all gifts 

are important and enable strong 

futures for children in Vermont.

LEAVE A LEGACY & 
IMPACT THE FUTURE
Would you be interested in providing for future children if it 

didn’t compromise your standard of living now or in the future?

Your legacy gift can ensure children are nurtured in the spirit 

of Bishop Marshall School for many years to come.

If you would like to learn more about leaving a legacy gift for future generations without compromising your standard of living now or if you have already 
included Bishop Marshall School in a planned gift, please contact Ben Olsen, Director of Advancement, at 802-888-4758 or bolsen@bjams.org.

There are options to express a deep-felt commitment 

to a future generation of leaders with a legacy gift that 

costs you nothing now.

Almost any asset can provide your legacy gift in a way 

that works for you including IRAs, securities, life insurance, 

real estate and beyond.

“A planned legacy gift not only provides for 
children whose families need a helping hand 
to make attendance possible, but it opens the 
doors to opportunities the school couldn’t 
otherwise dream of providing to these children.”

- Carrie Wilson, Head of School  
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Schools are always striving to nurture their student’s gifts and talents and maximize their God-given potential. 

The trick is, how do schools continuously improve their curriculum to meet the needs of their evolving 

student population? Each year, students at Bishop Marshall School take a student achievement that allows 

the school’s administrative team to know how their students are performing and react to the changing needs of 

the children it serves.

By Mrs. Wilson, Head of School

Continuous Improvement

Every spring, students in grades one through eight take a standardized, norm-referenced test called the Terra Nova. While 

standardized tests have been given a bad rap in recent years, it’s important to discern the objectives of standardized testing 

before formulating a general opinion on these assessments. While we cannot speak for all schools, we feel confident speaking 

for ours and why we dedicate a week of valuable instructional time for these tests. 

Whereas the test administered by Vermont public schools (SBAC) is a proficiency test, Terra Nova is an achievement test. 

In the case of a proficiency test, students have covered all the content in the test and are then tested on their comprehension. 

With an achievement tests, there is content the students may not have necessarily been taught, but that based on their cognitive 

ability, they could be expected to have mastered. 

WHAT ARE THE TERRA NOVAS? The Terra Nova tests are assessments that promote student achievement and learning with a full 

range of research-based, standard achievement tests, reports, and services. A new tool to our school in 2015, teachers use these 

assessments to provide a part of the feedback we need to adjust and enhance our curricula and delivery to better serve our 

population of learners. The assessments we use feature norms from an empirical study and use the most current and accurate 

norms, which allows us to compare achievement results between groups of students, which helps us gage where our students 

stand nationally.

HOW/WHEN/WHY DOES BJAMS ADMINISTER THE TERRA NOVAS? BJAMS administers the Terra Nova to provide teachers and administration 

with curricular feedback. We use the results to help guide our curriculum work for the following academic year. We administer 

the assessments in the spring in students’ homeroom classes, usually in the mornings for a five-day period.

WHAT DOES "NATIONAL GRADE EQUIVALENCY” MEAN? How do I understand my child’s results? The grade equivalent is a number 

that describes a student’s location on an achievement continuum. Grade Equivalents are expressed in terms of grade and 

months into grade, assuming a 10-month school year (e.g., 5.4 means after 4 months of instruction in the 5th grade). The Grade 

Equivalent corresponding to a given score on any test indicates the grade level at which the typical student obtains this score.

Parents and students are eager to interpret their scores, once the results come in.  Both are often surprised to see such 

outstanding scores – wow – a second grader scoring a grade equivalent of 4.5!  Parents often wonder, “Does this mean my child 

is reading at a fourth grade level?”  Yes and no.  What this really means is that the child read that portion of the test the way 

a typical fourth grader might, halfway through the year.  The only way to really capture an accurate reading score would be 

through a running record, which teachers of students in grades one through three conduct multiple times per year. Let’s use 

another example.  A fifth grade student scores a grade equivalent of 8.9 in science.  This means that the fifth grader responded to 

the content of the science test the way an eighth grader nearing graduation might and certainly indicates higher order thinking 

in science.

WHY ARE THESE SCORES SIGNIFICANT? First, our curriculum is not developed based on the Terra Nova. We make improvements based 

on the results and look at our results critically each year, as our population changes. Second, our results are significant in that 

they provide us with a dashboard that allows us to see how our students compare nationally with their peers. The premise 

behind the Common Core Standards is to ensure that there is a common set of expectations at each grade level so that all 

students are adequately prepared for the next grade. By reviewing how our students compare nationally to their peers, we are 

given a quick snapshot that helps guide improvements. 



Terra Nova SBAC

Mathematics  Problem Solving  
Mathematics Procedures  

Reading Vocabulary  
Reading Comprehension  

Spelling  
Listening  

Social Science  
Science  

Language  
Writing  

Selected Response Questions  
Constructed Response Questions  
Technology Enhanced Questions  

Type of test Achievement Proficiency

Dates of Administration Fall or Spring Spring

Calculators Required No Basic calculators for grade 6,  scientific for grades 7, 8, 11

Computers Required No Paper/pencil offered  for a three year period

Reports 2-3 weeks Data available in a “timely manner”

Cost (materials/scoring) $16/student $22.50-$27.30/student

Grades Covered Grades K-12 Grades 3-8, 11

How Do the Terra Novas Compare?
The area public schools take a different test;  how does the 
Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) compare to the Terra Nova?

National Grade Equivalency - How Are BJAMS Students Doing?  
GRADE READING VOCABULARY LANGUAGE MATHEMATICS SCIENCE SOCIAL STUDIES

OVERALL GRADE 
EQUIVALENT

1 6.2 3.1 4.7 3 2.5 3.2 4.1

2 5.4 3.1 3.8 3.3 3.3 3.7 3.7

3 5.1 5.7 4.7 4.9 5 4.6 4.9

4 6.6 6.6 6.5 6.2 6.2 6.9 6.4

5 10 10.5 10 8.7 7.9 8 9.5

6 11.5 10.9 11.7 10.2 9.8 9.8 11.1

7 11 11.1 12 10.5 11 11.1 11.2

8 PHS 12.8 PHS 11.4 12 11.2 PHS
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Thank You
Bishop Angell



17Bishop Marshall School

In the days and weeks following the 
passing of Bishop Kenneth Angell on 
October 4, 2016, the students, faculty 
and staff, parents, and trustees at Bishop 
Marshall School reflected with grateful 
hearts for the many advances he made 
possible in the state of Vermont. Highest 
among them was his granting permission 
for and supporting the opening Bishop 
Marshall School.
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Without his faith in the founders of Bishop Marshall 

School, this educational institution would not have 

been opened just 19 years ago. In the program for the 

building dedication ceremony on November 5, 2000, 

Bishop Angell was quoted saying, “I am pleased to see 

that the ‘Spirit of Lamoille County" and its environs 

is apparently contagious, lighting fires of growth 

in Catholic Education around the entire State of 

Vermont.” 

When the school received word on October 

3rd that Bishop Angell was not in good health, 

children began making cards and writing letters of 

encouragement. When school administration learned 

of his condition the following day, they got in the car to 

rush the cards to Bishop Angell and were able to read 

some of the encouraging letters from the children at 

his bedside just three hours before his passing. 

As you can see from the sample of cards and 

letters here, Bishop Angell’s work on this earth 

continues to make a difference in people’s lives and he 

is strongly remembered at Bishop Marshall School. 

Bishop Angell shares his encouraging words at 
the Mass for the building dedication ceremony.

Gert, Jeannette, and Therese Lepine made an 
instrumental gift toward founding the school in honor 
of their beloved “Mama” and school Trustees named 
the building The Imelda Lepine Educational Facility.  
Here, Bishop Angell blesses the plaque and building.
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Marshall School from kindergarten 

through 8th grade. She started out 

when the school was located at Saint 

Teresa’s Church in Hyde Park and 

then the school relocated to Holy 

Cross Church part way through her 

2nd grade year. She remembers the All 

Saints Day celebration in November 

that year, because following Mass, 

students made the journey on foot from Holy Cross to the Bishop 

Marshall School’s current location dressed as their chosen Saint. 

She remembers how she struggled in art class and with writing book 

reports but also that she loved history with Mr. Hughes and English 

with Mrs. Nolan. Nicole says, “If students were having a tough time, 

they knew their teachers were there to provide additional support. I 

always knew I could ask for help when I needed it.”

“My parents believed in strong values, faith, family and a good 

education, and they knew I would get these things at Bishop Marshall 

School,” Nicole says. Her family was struggling to make ends meet 

but with assistance from the school and help from her grandparents, 

they were able to make attendance possible. “As a child, I didn’t 

fully understand the sacrifices my family made in order to have me 

attend, but as an adult, it is apparent they went without so that I 

could have a better education,” she says. Her parents always made 

sure she had the tools needed to succeed; whether it was finding a 

used instrument so she could play in the band or getting hand-me-

down clothes, they found a way to make it work! 

“As a parent now, I have chosen to send my daughter to Bishop 

Marshall School because they not only hold students to a higher 

standard academically, but they also put a strong emphasis on being 

a good person with accountability for one’s own behavior,” says 

Nicole. She sees how intelligent her daughter is and she wants to 

ensure she has the structure needed to be successful. Nicole knows 

that her daughter must be continuously challenged academically 

and socially. With her daughter’s individual needs in mind, she is 

confident that her daughter has been and will continue to be much 

more successful here than she would be in another school system. 

Her daughter loves her teacher, Mrs. Flaherty, and loves to learn. 

“She has grown so much just this first year at Bishop Marshall School 

and I know I’ve made the right choice. I don’t know where we would 

be without the school,” she says. 

The Next Generation {  Alumni Enroll 
Their Children

All parents want the best for their children. They want to provide their children every opportunity possible to 

lead fulfilling and successful lives. Success can be measured in a multitude of ways and it is different for everyone; however, 

regardless of the measurement, all parents agree that education is key to building a solid foundation for their children’s success. 

Many parents choose a school for their children based on their own educational experiences and success. When a parent chooses to send his 

or her child to the same school they attended, it speaks volumes for that institution and that is exactly what four alumni of Bishop Marshall School 

have done this year. This is the first year that children of alumni have been enrolled. Although Bishop Marshall School may not always be the 

simplest or easiest choice for families, these parents agree it is the best choice and they had personal experience on which to base their decision. 

The success of the school speaks for itself; the children who are educated in the school like it so much they plan their lives around enrolling 

their own kids. Here is the backstory on four alumni and the experiences that led them to enroll their children at Bishop Marshall School.

By Fawna Start

Nicole Godin attended Bishop 
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Michaela Silva felt extremely welcomed from her first 

day at Bishop Marshall School right through graduation. Before 

coming to Bishop Marshall School, she had attended both home 

school and public school. She loved the classroom experience at 

Bishop Marshall School and made friends easily. “Bishop Marshall 

School has a sense of community and belonging; we had a very tight 

knit class and I still keep in touch with all my classmates,” states 

Michaela. She recalls the teachers were amazing and she remembers 

fondly her teachers, Mr. Hughes, Mrs. Nolan and Mrs. Wilson. 

Michaela found Bishop Marshall School to be academically 

challenging, and after her 8th grade graduation, she quickly 

discovered she was more than prepared for high school. Often, she 

would go over material that had been covered at Bishop Marshall 

School. In the 8th grade, she read The Crucible, Romeo and Juliet, 

and Huckleberry Finn and then in high school, re-studied these same 

books in her 9th and 10th grade years. She recalls teachers at Bishop 

Marshall School were able to complete book studies over a few 

weeks whereas the same lessons and concepts took months to teach 

higher grades at public school. Michaela remembers being ahead in 

math and writing; the majority of her high school peers were just 

learning how to write papers whereas she had already learned this in 

her earlier years at Bishop Marshall School. 

Now, as an adult herself, she understands the reasons her parents 

chose Bishop Marshall School. Growing up in a Christian home, 

faith being combined with strong academics was very important 

to her parents who were so happy with Michaela’s experience and 

education that they enrolled her younger sister as well. 

Michaela’s time at Bishop Marshall School had a huge influence 

on her college path. “The work ethic I learned at Bishop Marshall 

School instilled strong study habits, which are vitally important for 

success at college,” says Michaela. “They knew how to maximize a 

student’s potential and I remember the high expectations the school 

had for 8th graders; we were expected to be self-motivated which 

made us stronger and better prepared for future challenges and 

experiences,” she reflected.

Michaela remembers that she and her peers responded well to 

the structure, order, and faith that the school instilled. She loved Mass 

and observed that there was a great deal of respect for non-Catholic 

students. “Students were never pressured, but were encouraged to 

apply teachings to everyday life,” she said. 

Michaela chose Bishop Marshall School for her daughter for 

many reasons of which the sense of family that the school instills, 

the strong academic foundation, the core values and faith are just a 

few. She wants to be included in her child’s education and she knows 

that parent participation is a big part of students’ success. Parents 

at the school are highly involved and encouraged to participate as 

much as possible. “Bishop Marshall School provides structure and 

direction all day; students are responsive, attentive, and hungry 

to learn because of it. Yes means yes and no means no. Kids need 

and respond well to the clear boundaries Bishop Marshall School 

provides,” says Michaela. 

Bishop Marshall School teaches respect for peers, teachers, and 

for people from all walks of life and Michaela wants her daughter to 

learn the importance of treating all people with that level of respect. 

She wants her to have the opportunity to learn about Jesus and to 

have a faith-based foundation. “I want her to have the chance to roll 

up her sleeves and help people who have been dealt a different hand. 

It’s a crucial experience as a human and not something I want to be 

a minor part of her education,” says Michaela. She knows that, in 

sending her daughter to Bishop Marshall School, she will learn that 

there are things in life bigger than herself and that you never know 

the impact you have on other people.

Michaela’s 
daughter, Nora
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School during the school’s earliest years for her 3rd through 8th 

grade years. This was before the school had a permanent building. 

She started at the Holy Cross Church location during her 3rd through 

5th grade years and then moved to Saint Teresa’s Church space. After 

that, the school’s 19,000 square foot space had been constructed and 

Gabby finished up at the current location. Prior to attending Bishop 

Marshall School, Gabby went to Saint Monica’s School in Barre, 

Vermont. On her first day at Bishop Marshall School, she remembers 

being nervous and not very excited to be changing schools. Gabby 

recalls, “My teacher, Mr. MacDonough, was 6’6” tall with blond hair 

and bright blue eyes and although intimidating at first, he was fun 

and very welcoming. It was not long before I felt right at home.”  

Gabby learned how to be outgoing and she was challenged 

academically each and every day. She recalls, “I had a difficult time 

with public speaking and was challenged in this area by my teachers. 

In time, I became more comfortable and proficient when speaking 

to large groups.” Throughout her years at Bishop Marshall School, 

Gabby was continually encouraged to reach for higher goals and 

not settle for mediocrity. “The school saw the potential in students 

and helped us to achieve new goals,” says Gabby. She really enjoyed 

English and history, and in part due to the number of credits and 

difficultly of English classes, she was able to complete all high 

school requirements in three years rather than four. 

Gabby was the youngest of five children and her parents 

were not satisfied with her siblings’ experiences at other schools. 

“They felt the educational and moral teachings at Bishop Marshall 

School backed their values,” she says. Gabby points out that parents 

put a great deal of effort into researching and choosing the right 

college for their children  and she believes that the same care and 

investment should be put into early education. She contends, “Why 

build a house on sand? No matter how nice the house is, without a 

strong foundation it will struggle through the trials of life.”  

Although her family’s sacrifices were not apparent to Gabby 

at the time, she now understands the impact sending her to private 

school had on them. “Bishop Marshall School taught me who I was 

and what I believed in; I was prepared to transition to high school 

and to make my own path rather than to follow the path of my peers. 

Bishop Marshall School equipped me with a strong moral compass. 

As a result, I graduated 8th grade confident in who I was and where 

I was going,” says Gabby.   

Sending her son to Bishop Marshall School was a priority. 

Gabby wanted him to attend a school that supported her beliefs 

and standards. She wanted him to experience the sense of family 

that Bishop Marshall School provides and to have strong academic 

growth. Her hope for her son is that by attending Bishop Marshall 

School he will have the confidence, strength, leadership, integrity, 

and work ethic that she wants to instill in her child. Gabby wants her 

son to be a good person and to reach his full potential.

Gabriella “Gabby” Hopkins attended Bishop Marshall 
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Bishop Marshall School is working hard to meet 

new families and the school community is growing; 

the graduating class from 2016 was one of the largest 

in the school’s history, with 17 students in 8th grade. 

The number of new children who have joined for 

the start of the 2016-17 school year was also nearly 

record-breaking with 28 brand new students. Since 

the first day of school, an additional five students 

have enrolled. Bishop Marshall School nurtures 

children who will be servant leaders of their future 

local and global communities.  

Ben Olsen attended Bishop Marshall School for his 8th grade 

year, the first year the school opened in 1998-99. Ben remembers 

early discussions between his parents when the school was still 

in the planning stages. When he attended, 8th grade was in the 

basement of Holy Cross Church along with grades 6 and 7. He 

remembers it being an exciting time. He remembers the contagious 

positivity and charismatic nature of the headmaster, Mr. Batchelder, 

as well as his love of music and how he engaged students with his 

guitar playing and singing. “It took countless hours volunteered by 

dozens of people from all around the community to pull the school 

together,” he recalls. 

Ben was challenged academically and had to work hard. He 

remembers Ms. Hurley being an excellent teacher who was very 

competent and intelligent and who truly cared about each student. 

“She put all her energy into making the days and learning special. 

Learning wasn’t always easy for me and Ms. Hurley made it fun,” he 

says.

Ben’s mother was involved in the planning and founding of 

Bishop Marshall School, so him attending the school was always 

his parents’ hope. Prior to the opening of Bishop Marshall School, 

he attended Christ the King School located in Burlington, Vermont 

for his 5-7th grade school years. Living in Elmore and commuting 

every day to Burlington posed challenges for his family. To avoid 

additional trips, his mother would often drive him to school and then 

stay in the Burlington area all day until it was time to head home. 

Once Bishop Marshall School opened its doors in the fall of 1998, 

Ben was enrolled. Being from a Catholic family, faith and social 

teachings were important to his parents and something they wanted 

included in his education. 

Ben indicated that sending his children to Bishop Marshall 

School has always been the plan for him and his wife. When his 

daughter became of preschool age, registration time was an exciting 

time! “Having a top-level education is a privilege and my wife and 

I want our daughter to have this great opportunity,” he stated. He 

applauds Bishop Marshall School for preserving innocence in 

children as well as its ability to provide a learning environment 

based on love and belief in Jesus. Ben states, “We live in a world that 

can be hostile to people who believe in God. My wife and I love how 

Bishop Marshall School is so welcoming and accepting of others, 

while proudly living out its Catholic heritage.”
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Pre-K & Kindergarten Screenings

Congratulations 7/8 Soccer on a great season! 

8 WINS! 
3 losses

March 21, 2017:  Kindergarten 
April 4, 2017:  Pre-Kindergarten

Learn more - bjams.org/prek-kindergarten-screening


