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Message from the

Head of School
Twenty years, just like that!
You’re reading this edition of The Compass, so you know BJAMS is twenty years old. As Mrs.
Nordenson and I began brainstorming ideas for this publication, we took a stroll down memory lane,
as she and I started at BJAMS back in 1998. We were fresh out of college, the ink not yet dry on our
diplomas, when we started our teaching careers here. Little did we know that what we thought might
be a “stepping stone” job would encompass half of our lives...and counting.
Thinking back to my very first meeting with the newly hired

booking trips to France to practice our newly discovered foreign

faculty and staff, I remember the bright and welcoming smile of

language skills, as we did our best to conjure up our high school

Mrs. Ellow, the school’s first administrative assistant. Mrs. Kaiser

French classes (I bet most of my first graders can still identify a

was the school’s first kindergarten teacher and I knew she would

few colors and probably know their numbers 1-10, though).

be a wonderful mentor to the work ahead of me as a first-grade
teacher. Mr. MacDonough, who towered over all of us at six-footforever was full of energy and hired as our third-grade teacher. I
knew instantly that he was a team player. I already knew second
grade teacher Mrs. Nordenson (although then she was Miss
Bisson) from college, and while we didn’t exactly run in the same
circle, I knew her to be hardworking and smart. Mrs. Craig would
teach a combination fourth-fifth grade, and like Mrs. Kaiser, was
a wealth of knowledge and had an infectious laugh. Mrs. O’Neil,
who is still our inspiring art teacher, came on board, working
with our students to fill the halls of the parish center with student
masterpieces. Oh, and our dynamic principal Mr. Batchelder...a
visionary who believed in all of us, encouraging us and inspiring
us to connect with our students by praying hard, playing fair, and
finding joy all around us.

Our parent community was so engaged. They hosted elaborate
ethnic dinners, bought books to stock our classroom libraries,
and even volunteered their time to clean the parish halls since we
didn’t have a custodian back then. These were remarkable people
- entrusting us with their most valuable possessions. I often think
back to our school in that first year. I ask myself if I would entrust
teachers in a parish hall without all the conveniences we have now
(I mean, we actually taped a piece of paper to the door of the parish
hall once to announce a snow day!). Would I take that leap of faith
for my own children? Without a doubt. You see, Mr. Batchelder
took a leap of faith when he hired me - just as I took a bit of a
leap when I accepted the job, despite other offers. I knew very
quickly that BJAMS was my home and that it would be the home
away from home for my future children. And it has been...because
remember, it’s people who make the school and while BJAMS

We didn’t have a building back then, but we immediately had

has changed a lot, one thing has always remained a constant. The

a school. That was my first lesson at BJAMS - a building doesn’t

teachers and staff are second to none. Their dedication and love

make a school - the people inside it does. While we started the first

for BJAMS is unwavering, twenty years ago and now.

year in two locations (St. Teresa and Holy Cross parish halls), we
didn’t stay that way for long. Mr. Batchelder brought us all together
after a few short weeks, allowing us to be together, collaborating
and growing our sweet school of just over fifty students. Mr.
Batchelder ran the best morning assemblies, teaching us great
songs as he played Topnotcher and My Bonny on his guitar.
He taught us important lessons about friendship, honesty, and
faithfulness. His stories were endless and we were all captivated
by his energy and warmth. He was a key problem solver and
always had an answer for everything. I would find myself stuck
and he always knew the solution.
As teachers, we grew into a small family. Back in those days,
we taught our own physical education classes, French classes, and

BJAMS has given me far more than I could have ever imagined.
It is part of who I am, as are the children I have had the privilege
of teaching and guiding along the way. Julienne, Kylie, Atticus,
Kyle, Chelsea, and Sarah were my first students; they came to my
wedding the summer after my first year teaching at BJAMS. They
are now spread out throughout the northeast, a few of them still in
Vermont. Some are now parents and married. Others are exploring
post-graduate opportunities. A few are working hard in trades they
love. These children, and all who followed, are part of my fabric- a
piece of the quilt that is BJAMS. I can’t believe BJAMS is twenty - I
am so fortunate to call BJAMS home.

God bless,

choral music classes. We would often team up with other grades
to run these classes and we had a blast doing it. Dodgeball, Medic,
and Capture the Flag were among our favorite games to run in
physical education class. We often used hymnals and Raffi songs to
guide our music classes, and French, well, let’s just say we weren’t

Carrie Wilson
Head of School
Bishop Marshall School
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The Benefits of
Full-Day Pre-K
By Laurie Flaherty

T

he brain explodes with energy in early childhood and it learns
fastest and most efficiently during those early years. Did you
know that 80% of the brain is developed by age 3, and 90%

by age 5? Brain connections are strengthened through stimulating
learning opportunities and nurturing relationships with others. To
help children be successful in school, they need high quality early
childhood experiences to help lay that foundation for success.
Our full-time pre-kindergarten program at Bishop Marshall
School offers social, emotional and intellectual benefits to children.
As the pre-kindergarten teacher, I love that I don’t have to make any
sacrifices. Children have time to play and to learn. If the program was

is experiential because young children learn best through creative

only part-time, I would focus solely on play-based learning because

exploration, but there is also structure to our day and a curriculum

it is so critical to a young child’s healthy development. But because

in place to ensure that all the domains of development and learning

our program is full-time, I have time to offer children both play and

– physical, social and emotional, and cognitive are addressed. Our

academic-based experiences to support their healthy development.

classroom curriculum is guided by The Vermont Early Learning

Having a full-time program gives children more time to focus and

Standards and in addition to standard subjects such as literacy, math,

reflect on activities, and transition between them. It gives me more

science and social studies, students in our pre-kindergarten program

time to get to know my students, and identify and address their

also have time to study French, creative dance, art, and music (vocal

developmental challenges early, if any exist.

and instrumental). Students also learn what it means to be a good and
kind human being through the teachings of Jesus.

“

...children develop best when they
have secure, consistent relationships
with responsive adults and opportunities
for positive relationships with peers.

Our classroom is also technology free with the exception of
educational videos used to support learning. This means that for
over thirty-five hours per week, children in our program are learning
without a screen. We know that technology is here to stay and that it
does have its benefits, we also know that it can have a very negative

Research has shown that children develop best when they

impact on the developing brain of a child. Children at this age need

have secure, consistent relationships with responsive adults and

an enriching sensory environment that challenges them to think

opportunities for positive relationships with peers. Having more time

creatively and helps them build strong interpersonal skills.

together in our school day allows for a greater emphasis and focus

Parents have many options for preschool but I am grateful

on these critical social and emotional skills that are so important

that our school has chosen to provide a full-time pre-kindergarten

to a child’s success in school. Children who learn to self-regulate,

program. I feel that it provides children with the foundation they need

problem-solve and foster healthy interpersonal relationships early

to be successful in kindergarten and beyond. Children have time to

are entering kindergarten with an advantage.

play and to learn and our program’s goal is to help nurture the whole

Parents are often surprised by how much learning goes on in our

child - body, mind and spirit. A positive pre-kindergarten experience

classroom but truly every experience is an opportunity for learning

in a safe, loving and enriching environment helps to cement a lifetime

and with a little over seven hours each day, there is plenty of time

love of learning in a child and I am honored to be teaching at a school

for us to explore and learn in a variety of ways. Much of our learning

that affords children that opportunity!

REGISTER NOW
4
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NEW FACES AT BJAMS
Every year, we have some new faces at BJAMS; new folks we have the privilege of welcoming to our school
and community. This year Kevin Earle is BJAMS’ new maintenance guru, Crystal Greene is the new 2nd
grade teacher, and though she’s not “new” per se, Jen Nordenson is to be found up near the front doors
instead of back in the 2nd grade classroom we were accustomed to see her in.

Crystal Greene

Kevin Earle

Crystal Greene hails from
Springfield, VT, and started
working at schools straight out
of high school.She has been
the head teacher at Treasures
Daycare at Smuggler’s Notch
Resort and most recently
comes from Stowe Elementary,
where she worked as a Math
Interventionist for the last two
years. She’ll admit that her favorite junk food is chips - any
flavor except plain! She also loves soccer, hiking, helping
others, and reading in the summer (when there’s time for
that). She is enjoying working at BJAMS for many reasons,
but the best thing has been the incredible support. She has
found that the families and teachers are kind and BJAMS
has a loving atmosphere created by everyone wanting the
best for each other.

Mr. Earle came to BJAMS as the new
custodian, but spent most of his career prior
to that cooking in kitchens in Morrisville
and Stowe. Most recently, he worked at
Copley Hospital, cooking meals for patients,
visitors and employees. While he might be
the newest employee at BJAMS, he is not
really a new face. Mr. Earle’s oldest daughter,
Barley, started here five years ago, and is
now in fourth grade. His younger daughter,
Ryley, has been at BJAMS for three years and is in first grade. He grew up
in Eden, VT, and now lives there with his wife, Abby, and his daughters.
He lives in the same house that belonged to his grandparents. His favorite
part of working at BJAMS is getting to see and interact with all the students
on a daily basis and knowing that he’s keeping the school clean and tidy,
giving them a safe environment to learn and grow in. When Kevin is not
at the school, he plays on a championship-winning volleyball team in
Stowe, refs basketball games, and spends time with his family and giant
flock of chickens. Mr. Earle advises that if we happen to leave any peanut
butter cups laying around and they go missing - don't worry, the school
doesn’t have mice!

Jennifer Nordenson
It’s hard to believe (and puts an age to some of us), but Jen Nordenson has been at BJAMS for 20 years this
very spring! She started in 1998 when, after interviewing with the soon-to-be-principal Bruce Batchelder, he
offered her a job. In need of a job after college graduation, she accepted, started that fall as BJAMS’ 2nd grade
teacher, and ta-da - history was made! She hadn’t intended to stay for so long, but what was a stepping-stone
has officially become a career.
Though no longer teaching, Jen is an integral part of administration as the Vice Principal and Director of
Enrollment and Marketing. Jen’s role started to change as she began taking on more administrative tasks as Lower
School Division Head, but those ever-increasing tasks became difficult to balance with teaching. Then Mr. Olsen,
the previous Advancement Director, moved on leaving an interesting gap to be filled - who could “sell” BJAMS
without being familiar with the school? The combination of positions was heaven-sent: a Vice Principal candidate
already trained in BJAMS administration and someone who actually knew what BJAMS was all about that could step into the Marketing role.
While every day in Jen’s new position brings challenges and areas of growth, she loves it. She has embraced the opportunity to stretch
herself and work with the “whole” school, rather than just one classroom. Two things she does miss about teaching, though, are the close,
personal relationships she developed with her students, and knowing how to do her job every day. With no marketing background, Jen has
had to do research, google things, Youtube, and ask others for help, but she is up for the challenge. One might think that Jen has finally
achieved her childhood dream of being simultaneously an interior designer (marketing the school is a sort of “digital” design job), a parttime author (who put this issue of the Compass together?), and part-time hairdresser (well, she has a daughter...). And on those days when
maybe it’s just too much, there’s always the promise of chocolate ice cream from Slick’s or Hatchland’s, dairy bars in New Hampshire near
her family’s camp, that will be waiting for her come this summer.

Bishop Marshall School
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BJAMS Practices New School Safety Measures
School violence. It seems we can’t watch the news anymore without seeing it at least once a week. It’s
everywhere, even in the places where you think it wouldn’t happen. In fact, incidents of school violence are
occurring so often these days we don’t even see or hear about most of them in the news anymore. This is not
the same world that we are educating our children in that we were when the doors or Bishop Marshall first
opened, or even ten years ago. Times have changed and we have too.

S

chool safety is a top priority at Bishop Marshall and we want

teaches organizations and individuals how to proactively respond

to make sure that our Emergency Operations Plan stays

to an aggressive intruder or active shooter event. This new protocol

current with the latest best practices in order to keep all who

replaces our outdated response to a traditional lockdown. ALICE

enter our building safe. Ten years ago, when schools around the

provides its users with alternatives to just locking the door, shutting

country were beginning to implement Emergency Operations Plans

off the lights, and hiding in the corner which is what many schools

in response to Columbine and other violent, critical incidents in our

use for lockdown procedures. ALICE is being implemented in various

schools, Bishop Marshall School created one too. After Sandy Hook,

schools and organizations all over the country. Its strategies have

we updated our school visitor policy and made sure all of our exterior

been developed and proven to be effective as violence in workplaces,

doors remained locked during the school day. It became required

churches, hospitals, and schools increases.

that any volunteer or non-staff person check in at our school office

Bishop Marshall School faculty and staff were trained during

and receive an identifying badge. Our safety plan is revised yearly to

their in-service week in August by Mrs. Nordenson and several

update new information or procedures as we learn about them from

officers from the Morristown Police Department. Mrs. Nordenson

local law enforcement.

attended an ALICE Certified Instructor course during the summer

Making sure that Bishop Marshall School is the safest it can

where she learned about each of the ALICE strategies and how to

possibly be is paramount to the faculty, staff, and administrators. It

train others. BJAMS staff completed a one hour e-learning module

is why this year, we took a closer look at our school safety measures

and a two-hour hands-on training during which local police officers

in response to new training and learning and school safety resources.

helped to act as active shooters so that staff could practice how to

This year, the school has implemented a new school safety

respond using their new knowledge. Staff also learned and practiced

measure called ALICE. It is an acronym that stands for Alert,

how to properly secure and barricade doors using furniture, ropes,

Lockdown, Inform, Counter, and Evacuate. It is a program that

and other accessible classroom supplies.

Officers from the Morristown Police Department instruct the teachers at
their August inservice on different ways to secure their classroom doors.

6
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In

the

months

that

followed,

staff

It is our goal to
create and maintain
a positive, healthy,
and safe learning
environment for
each of our
students.
and

administrators worked together to update the current
Emergency Operations Plan and to plan how to best implement
this with students and families.

In December, the school held its first ALICE drill.

Each classroom had a parent observer who watched the
drill from inside the classroom so that they could see firsthand
how we were doing this. This would help inform other parents.

In November, a parent informational meeting was held so that

The first drill was simple. An announcement was made using plain

parents could come and learn about ALICE prior to their students

language that would be familiar to the students and similar to other

learning about it. Students were taught in grade level groups using

safety drill announcements. Teachers barricaded their interior

grade appropriate language and materials. Younger students enjoyed

classroom doors, and in some classes, the students helped out.

listening to the story I’m Not Scared, I’m Prepared by Julia Cook

Students scattered around the classroom prepared rather than sitting

which taught them ALICE strategies through an age appropriate

in a corner or at their desk waiting. The drill lasted only 2½ minutes.

story about a school of ants who must participate in a new school

After the drill, parents who seemed a bit apprehensive at first, felt

drill called “The Sheep, the Shepherd, and the Wolf”. Older students

calm and comforted by the fact that their child was safe and prepared

were taught each of the five strategies so that they would know what

in the event of a real emergency.

to do if ever in a situation that involved a violent, critical incident

We want BJAMS to be the safest it can possibly be. It is our

whether it be in a school or in the grocery store. Student response to

goal to create and maintain a positive, healthy, and safe learning

the new safety procedures was great. Sixth grader, Gus Wright, said

environment for each of our students. We want everyone to feel safe

“I feel safer now and it just makes sense to do it this way than the

and prepared for any emergency whether it be a fire, evacuation, or a

old way” referring to how we use to do a lockdown where students

student injury so we practice and prepare, but we do not anticipate.

would sit in the corner and wait in silence.

Parent volunteers debrief after watching the
first ALICE drill from the classrooms.

A student crouches down during the first drill ready to counter rather
than hide in the event an intruder should breach their barricaded door.

Bishop Marshall School
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20
YEARS

UNITED IN
THE SPIRIT

I

t all started with one person and one dream. A dream of having a
quality school where the children would be taught to be kind, moral
citizens in the traditions of the Catholic faith. And so, in the fall of
1994 a small group of Lamoille County citizens gathered together to
begin planning what is now known as Bishop John A. Marshall School.

8

This small group of parents were dedicated and passionate

eager to learn. In late August 1998, the doors of the new Bishop

about making this dream a reality. Two years after this group first

John A. Marshall School opened in temporary quarters in the parish

met, Bishop Kenneth Angell gave his approval to establish the school

centers of Holy Cross and St. Teresa’s. On November 1, 2000, our new

in honor of the late Bishop Marshall (pictured above), making it the

building at 680 Laporte Road was finally ready and so with great fan-

first Catholic school to be opened in the state in over forty years.

fare and a full procession through the town with students dressed in

Still much was to be done. Money needed to be raised and a school

All Saints Day costumes, we moved in. We have grown and flourished

needed to be built. In 1997, architects were hired to begin designing

in so many ways since that first day in 1998, fully embracing the motto

the new building. In April 1998, the Lepine sisters, Gert, Jeanette,

of our namesake, “United in the Spirit”. Today we stand strong with

Theresa, and Marie, gave a substantial gift to the school in honor of

134 students, over 25 full and part time faculty and staff, and a strong

their late mother, Imelda, that allowed the building of the educational

community of learners, built upon a foundation and culture of love

facility to begin. But even though the building itself wasn’t ready, the

and respect, welcoming children and families of all faiths from all

school was ready to begin with new teachers hired and sixty students

over Lamoille County.

Compass
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REFLECTIONS ON THE FOUNDING OF
BISHOP JOHN A MARSHALL SCHOOL
One of the best things about living in Vermont is the dramatic change of seasons along with the
challenging but most energetic opportunities for helping things to grow. And so it was with the early
days of the formation of Bishop John A. Marshall School. A spark of inspiration from the Holy Spirit,
a dedicated and committed group of volunteers, and a welcoming community of students and parents
all contributed to the planting of the seed which has grown into the beautiful educational facility that
BJAMS is today.
My wife, Joanne, and I had the unique opportunity to leave our home in the Champlain Valley of
Vermont and relocate in Lamoille County to take up the challenge of starting a school “from scratch”,
without the benefit of teachers, students, paper, pencils, books, desks, and a schoolhouse. Through
the grace of God and the generosity of so very many hard working people, Bishop Marshall School
became a reality; educating students in Kindergarten through Grade 5 the first year and expanding the
opportunities into Grades 6, 7 and 8 the second year all in temporary classrooms at Holy Cross and
St. Teresa’s Parish Halls.
By year three, many generous and faith-filled donors made it possible for the construction of
a new building on LaPorte Road in Morrisville named for Imelda Lepine by her family. There were
several additional gifts donated during the ensuing years, including land, buildings and other resources
that made it possible for the school community to grow and expand into the energetic and dedicated
community of students, staff and parents whose support the school enjoys today.
I remember one long-time member of the Board of Directors who remarked to me one day: Bruce,
I think that working to begin this school is the single most important thing that I have ever done in
my life”. The impact of the Bishop Marshall experience on so many young (and not so young) lives
throughout the past several years may be unmeasurable in a temporal sense, but most certainly will
continue to make the world a better place today and throughout the coming years.

Bruce A. Batchelder
Bruce A. Batchelder
Founding Headmaster BJAMS

Bishop Marshall School
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When my daughter, Sarah, was in nursery school, I
began to think about how successful she would be with

10

a local public school education. I was not impressed

It all started as an idea proposed in the parking lot of Holy Cross Church

with what our local town school had to offer, and public

in Morrisville in the early 1990’s.  It was a sunny spring Sunday morning after

schools nationally had embraced a more liberal way of

Mass. I myself was nurtured in Catholic schools by Mercy nuns and Jesuits

educating children, and I wanted a more traditional

in Nebraska most of my life.  As a parent of four young school age sons, the

experience for my daughter.

desire in me to find that same Catholic grounded education for them became

I was put in touch with Sue Olsen, who had been

real.  But the nearest Catholic school at that time was in Burlington.  What

working with a group of parents in Morrisville to bring

to do?  Why not start a new school?   So, I approached Fr. Denis Breton

a Catholic school to Lamoille County. Mr. Jim Dietz had

about the idea that sunny Sunday morning and he said, “You organize the

been instrumental in getting the project off the ground,

meetings, and we will see what the Holy Spirit wants to do.”

several large donations had been made, and wonderful

The meetings began in Holy Cross parish hall and rectory.  The group

plans had been drawn up. The challenge the group

of interested parents, grandparents, and benevolent local folks grew and

faced was raising the balance of the necessary funds to

grew.  We did feasibility studies and made treks to all nearby parishes to get

bring the wonderful design to life.

their input, ideas, and potential numbers. It would be the first new Catholic

After lots of meetings, thoughtful discussion, and

school in Vermont in 40 years.  Soon the early BJAMS school was born in

not a small amount of soul searching, the group agreed

two parish halls at Holy Cross and St. Teresa’s in Hyde Park with a group of

to downsize the plan and use the money we did have,

excited, dedicated, and inspired parents, teachers, and kids.

which was well over a million dollars, to build a more

We had recess in the parking lot at Holy Cross with limited equipment.

modest facility that we could afford right then, instead

We patched together a “hot lunch” program 2-3 days a week consisting of

of two or three years in the future. The results of that

one day of pizza from the local pizza joint, another of mac and cheese from

hard work, planning, and soul searching is the awesome

local vendors, an odd meal another day, all brought in by volunteer parents

school you have now.

on a rotating schedule.  

No matter where our children sat down to learn,

A core of parents formed and ran events such as ethnic dinners, art

we always had a school and a sense of community. The

shows, wrapping paper sales, All Saints Day parades, uniform swaps,

Bishop Marshall School was a labor of love to every

Christmas pageants, and whatever else needed doing was done.  Enthusiasm

person involved in its planning, its construction and in

was high.  It was a labor of love…for our kids and for God. As the school

its dedication. The parents who sent their children to

attained status, and a land donation allowed the thought of building a new

the temporary classrooms at Holy Cross and St. Teresa's

structure, a more sophisticated plan was launched.  

while waiting for the building to be completed did so

God blessed us with financial donors, and a lot of good minds to put the

because we believed - in the steering committee, in the

new building at its present site.  Juliet O’Neil picked out the color schemes

teachers, in everyone working so hard to bring it to

for tile and paint. Mike Roussell came in with a new and updated floor plan

reality. Bruce Batchelder, the first Head of School, set

hatched on his home computer every morning for us to critique in the lobby

the tone for those to come with his patience, his humor,

after drop off time.

his faith, and his love for the children who came through

Jim Dietz, Mike Roussell, the Lepine sisters, Kristy Alfieri, Bruce and

his doors, and his support for the young teachers he

Joanne Batchelder, Laurie Hurley, E. F. Wahl, Tom O’Brien, Chuck Wolff,

started with was unwavering. That support is what

Pat Baska, Jeff Lund, Fr. Denis Breton and so many others too numerous to

produced your current administrators, including Carrie

name brought the school to birth.  It has been my privilege to be part of the

Wilson and Jen Nordenson. I consider myself and my

school since its inception.  It has nurtured many young people (including

daughter blessed to have had the chance to grow with

our 4 sons) for their benefit, for the community’s benefit, and for the greater

the Bishop Marshall School in its first years, and I pray

glory of God.  We have retained a legion of dedicated, loving teachers, staff,

that other families will have that opportunity for their

and board members over the years. If the Holy Spirit wills, BJAMS will be

children for many years to come.

here for a long, long time.

Compass
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Sue Olsen

Paula Wesson Jastermsky
Parent Alumnus

BJAMS Trustee & Founding Member

Sue Olsen
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20 years. How can it be? I still remember the moment I first learned about Bishop Marshall
School. It was early spring 1998, a few short months before my college graduation, and I was sitting
in one of my senior education classes listening to Sr. Marianne Reade, Superintendent of Catholic
Schools for the Diocese of Burlington. As she was speaking to us about these two new schools about
to open their doors the following fall, Bishop Marshall and Good Shepherd in St. Johnsbury, I listened,
but only really because these two schools needed teachers and I needed a job in a few months! But
then there was something else. A feeling that I still cannot put words to. Something told me I needed
to apply for this job. I did, and a few weeks after my graduation, I received a letter from Bruce
Batchelder, founding principal of the school, inviting me to be the school’s second grade teacher.
And so, I began my journey as Bishop Marshall’s first second grade teacher. I had a tiny classroom
space in the basement of a parish hall filled with six desks that I had rummaged out of a local barn and
scrubbed clean. The only materials were ones that I provided. I remained confident despite the fact
that we had no formal building, few supplies, and I had very little experience.
I don’t remember my first day teaching in August 1998 other than that I think we had Mass and
we had a whole school picture taken that took forever because one little kindergartener would NOT
smile! (I’m pretty sure that those of us who were there can still remember his name!) But what I do
remember are the memories that were formed that first year and the new family that began to form in
my heart. What we formed that first year was a community. Not just your typical school community
that came together for classes, concerts, and PTO meetings. But a community formed by love, faith,
and a common cause – to devote their time and passion to a brand new Catholic school because they
believed it could happen.
As I have been working on the publication of this magazine, I have spent a lot of time thinking
about the last 20 years, about the lessons I have learned from the great teachers, leaders, students
and parents that I have been so blessed to be surrounded by. I am forever grateful for the faith, hard
work, and dedication of a small group of people who were so determined to start this school not just
for their own children, but for our future children. I am overwhelmed by the amount of trust that first
group of parents had in our school and me. The amount of faith and hope they had to enroll their
children in this school with no formal building, no real play area, inexperienced teachers, and very
few supplies is incredible. What they knew then took me several years to realize – you don’t need a
fancy building, supplies bursting out of closets, or teachers with vast amounts of experience. What
you need is a community of people who are committed to promoting and fostering the education of
children with love, faith, and respect. Indeed, this has become the core values and mission of the
Bishop John A. Marshall School.
So much has changed over the years. We have more than doubled the number of students and
teachers. We have a beautiful building with ample amounts of supplies, play space, fields, and nature
trails. Students, and some teachers, have come and gone, but one thing has remained the same – our
community and our culture of learning. That is what has remained consistent the last 20 years. It is
what our founding group of parents believed in and it is what we strive for each and every day our
doors open. Bishop Marshall, its community of parents, teachers, and students have become part of
the fabric of my life. What I once thought was just going to be a stepping stone for me has become a
part of who I am. I am forever grateful to have been a part of this journey.

Jennifer Nordenson
Jennifer Nordenson
Vice Principal

Bishop Marshall School
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When my wife, Darla, and I retired in 1994, we had a plan. Having
just recovered from a severe skull fracture and a business career that
was very hectic and rewarding, all we wanted to do was to kick back
and relax. However, God had another plan for us.
It all began with meeting Fr. Denis Breton, pastor of Holy Cross
church in the 1990’s. He made me aware of the need to establish a
new K-8 Catholic School in our area. Honestly, I did not give it much
thought other than all the negatives that would go with such a project.
A month or so later, Fr. Denis invited me to a meeting to “brainstorm”

20 YEARS UNITED IN THE SPIRIT

about a school; a meeting to talk about the pros and cons. I thought
I might offer some practical business sense to the discussion. A vote
was taken that night that this would be a worthwhile project. Before
I knew it, Father called for the election of a Board to lead the project
and all of a sudden, I was elected to be the Board Chair.
We wanted to approach Bishop Angell with the idea and
preliminary plan. He was not enthused at first, but we told him we
wanted to be an independent Catholic school that would not be
dependent on the Diocese for funding. This appeased him and he
gave us the green light.
We already had some significant pledges in our pocket. Our
optimism was on the rise to the point of realizing we needed to start
finding our staff. The key was finding our Head of School and we
struck gold when we found Bruce Batchelder. We knew immediately
that we found the right person to begin leading this new school.
Next, we needed to find a Development Director that could
continue to manage and raise the necessary funding. In meeting with
Dan Pudvah, we knew we had the right person to get us to our goal.
He accomplished everything we asked of him.
Bruce was directed to start the search for teachers and he did
a great job. The first teachers were outstanding and propelled the
school to a super start. Along the way, Bruce had the foresight to
identify and support his successor and today Carrie Wilson carries
the tradition of a wonderful and caring Head of School.
We had many struggles and successes in getting the school
off the ground, but it all came down to people and faith. Fr. Denis,
the Board, Bruce and the teachers, an incredible donor base, Dan
Pudvah, and so many others who believed in this school including
Jeff Lund and Mike Roussell who picked up the baton in the school’s
early years as Development Director and Board Chair.
Of all the projects I have ever had a role, the Bishop Marshall
School is the best thing I have ever taken a part in.

Jim Dietz
Jim Dietz
BJAMS first
Board Chair
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BJAMS Sports Surges
Updates From Coach Buczek

Fall Soccer
"I love going by and watching all the children playing soccer
outside," said a lady in the grocery store. "It looks like the whole
school is out there!” This past fall Bishop John A. Marshall school
had a record number of participants in a single soccer season!
Our 1st and 2nd grade co-ed soccer program had over 20 players
(the majority of the two classes) participate. There were so many
3rd and 4th graders wanting to play this fall that we had to divide
them into two separate teams with the girls and boys competing
separately. Both programs did an amazing job and our 3/4 girls'
team went undefeated this season!

  

For the first time in BJAMS history, we had a girls and boys
5th and 6th grade team. We are excited about growing both teams
and continuing to train new players to the sport! This season our
7th and 8th grade team played well as the season progressed. I am
encouraged by their hustle and willingness to learn after a long
school day. I am excited about next season and watching the next
group of 7th graders compete.
If anyone gets a chance to watch the 1/2 grade compete at
Homecoming next fall, I highly recommend it! I have never been so
impressed while laughing so hard! They are a fun group to watch!
I would like to thank the BJAMS coaching staff for a great
season! We could not do it without them.

Winter Basketball
From 3:15 to 7:00 every afternoon the Bishop John A. Marshall
School is busy with basketball! From the 1st grade to the 7th/8th
grade, BJAMS is competing on the hard court! With over 50 players
running up and down the court, basketball is a top priority this
winter at BJAMS. With a full group of athletes, the 1st/2nd grade
packs the gym on Monday afternoons for skills and drills and to
introduce hoops to our youngest players. Hats off to Dana Clapp
and Dr. Marvin for working with our future basketball champions!
"The 3rd/4th grade group is energetic and fast" said Coach
Dewey. Our combined team has been racing up and down the floor
this season! With over half the season complete, this team has won
more games this season than all of last season! The team is fun to
watch and coached by Team Dewey!  
The 5th/6th grade groups are led by Coach Lindsay Wood and
Coaches Stephanie Frederick and Michael McCormack. It is fun
to watch teams start to understand their offensive and defensive
responsibilities. This is the year when hoops become a bit more
cerebral; each player has a responsibility to the team as well as
a position. The dedication to the players is neat to see. We have
even had coaches ask to use the gym on off days to work with
athletes in a smaller environment. This is a very dedicated group
of athletes!

Bishop Marshall School
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Grandparents'

LUNCHEON
NOVEMBER 2017

Cooper’s grandparents drove all
the way from New York to enjoy
lunch with their grandson.

Several generations of the Draper
family eat lunch with granddaughters
Allaynnah and Harley.
This lunch is so great even celebrities
come! Mrs. Wilson and Mrs. Z chat
with our special friend, Rusty DeWees.

Kindergartener Aubrie is surrounded by
multiple members of her loving family.

The delicious meal makes
the Boucher clan smile!
Even our alumni won’t miss
this meal! Liam is just as tall
as his grandfather Tom.

Cannon and grandmother Marje Kelso.

Miss Destiny, our superstar After
School Program staffer, takes
care of Charlie and Josh.
Our new custodian, Kevin Earle, loves
his mother-in-law, Dawn Sweetser.
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Family is important at BJAMS and every year we look forward to our Grandparents’ and
Special Friends’ Luncheon. This year our kitchen staff and volunteers served nearly 300
people. It is great to see our returning grandparents and those who are coming for the
first time. Mark your calendar for the Thursday before Thanksgiving and come see why
everyone leaves with bulging bellies saying, “Wow! That was amazing!”

Ralph and Tricia Graner enjoy their first
Grandparent’s Lunch with grandson Kai.

Amelia and her grandmother.

Lucy Marvin and granddaughter Lucy.

4th grader Jada looks forward to
having her grandparents visit.

Jim and Jackie Mathias enjoy lunch
with their granddaughter Sienna.

Meredith and grandparents
Mike and Barb Curran.

Sebastian sneaks a hug from his special
friend (and ours too!) Francis Favreau.

Our awesome volunteers help serve
up the turkey and all the fixings!

Ryley smiles with her
grandmother Connie Earle.

Bishop Marshall School
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ANNUAL
GIVING
2016 - 2017 School Year

T

he school is immensely grateful to everyone who gave to the annual fund last year. Without continuous
support from donors we cannot continue to grow and flourish every day. Annual contributions help
support our academic, sports, and extracurricular programs. Every contribution counts no matter the size
and 100% is given back to the students and faculty of Bishop Marshall School allowing us to educate children
of all faiths so that they may achieve their fullest potential.

PATRON SOCIETY
($10,000 and higher)

Anonymous
William Donahue
George W. Mergens Foundation
David and Debbie Schoop

TRUSTEE SOCIETY
($2,500 to $4,999)
Michael and Mirjam McCormack

LEADERSHIP SOCIETY
($1,000 antod $2,499)
American Legion Post #33
Jacques and Linda Bouramia
Winston Dezaine
Jim and Darla Dietz
Fred and Diana* Genung
Fr. Lance Harlow
Barry and Kelly Lyden
Howard Manosh
James and Jacqueline Mathias
Roy* and Therese Rohter, St.
Albert the Great Foundation
William and Marie
Henderson Foundation

BISHOP MARSHALL
SCHOOL SOCIETY
($500 to $999)
Anonymous
Lynn Altadonna
Francis Favreau
James and Elizabeth Gamble
Marilyn Larkin
John and Jahna Nordenson
Carl Oehrle and Mary Ellen Stocks
Shane and Jessica Semprebon
Justin and Stephanie Wicks

BENEFACTOR CLUB
($250 to $499)
John Bailey Sr. and Kathy
Thibodeau
Linda Barrows
Charles* and Lois Beckwith
Geoff and Shalagh Blanck
Nacklie and Tanya Bou-Nacklie
Deacon Tom and Connie Cooney
Philip and Anne Corrinet
Deacon Peter and Mary Anne
Gummere
John LaPan
Chris and Ellen Lovell
Jeff and Paulette Lund
Dr. Harry Mahood
Paul Nesky
Evan Olsen

EAGLE CLUB
($100 and $249)
Peter and Genevieve Anderson
Bob and Robin Arnell
Rita Babcock*
Claude and Joan Boucher
Richard and Marsha Brochu
John and Madeleine Carleton
Thomas Carney
Hans and Terry Carstensen
Florence Martin
Jack and Bernadette Doyle
Ernie Eldred and Mindy Parisi
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Alec and Lee Genung
Stuart and Joyce Goldberg
Fr. Paul Houde
Denis and Karen Jaquish
Larry and Diane LaClair, III
Bill LaFuze and Margo Geddie
Rosaire Levesque
Kasia Lewia
Albert and Danuta Lloyd
Brian and Patricia Marshall
Butternut Mountain Farm
Richard and Mary McClintock
Arthur Mercier
John and Lucia Murphy
George and Patricia Nemith
Eric and Jennifer Nordenson
Ed and Sue Olsen
Chris Peters and Sara Kinerson
Gary Poff
Deacon Dan and Denise Pudvah
Edward Redican
Philip and Bette Rochette
Bishop Christopher Coyne
Wendell and Beverly Shepard
Art and Gail Shinners
Matt and Michele Sokany
Sr. Margaret Sutton
William and Sandra Tingman
Jerry and Carrie Wilson
Victor Ziminsky

BURGUNGDY & GOLD CLUB
(Up to $99)
Alice Adams
Michael and Julia Anderson
Anonymous
Deacon David and Joan Bisson
Wayne Black and Jody Hale
LD Bliss
Donna Buchanan
John and Gena Callan
Bruce and Wendy Chauvin
Geoff and Martha Corey
Dom and Catherine Degnon

Rusty Dewees
Kevin and Debbie Dorain
Richard and Linda Eberbach
Elaine Farewell
Carl and Elaine* Fortune, Jr.
Paul and Diana Frederick
David and Marlene Gagnier
Fr. Bernie Gaudreau
Russ and Polly Halpern-Reiss
Lorraine Hussey
Jim Kinney
Connor LaClair
Lamoille County VFW Auxiliary
#9653
Vera Longe
Jonathan and Jocelyne Lussier
Donald and Joyce Manning
René* and Monique Marcoux
Marie Michaud
Michaeline and Jane Miksiewicz
John and Katherine Morrissey
Monique Morway
Ben and Nakysha Olsen
Elisabeth Ortiz
Melissa Pflug
Bette Provost
Henry and Alicia Ravenel
Arthur and Susanne Renaud
Vera Roche
Lucille Sanville
Carol Smith
Sarah Smith
Michael and Meike Sweatman
Brian and Michelle Tomlinson
Steven and Claire Truso
United Way of Rhode Island
John Van Blarcom
Werner and Erika VonTrapp
Margo Welch
Joe and Brooke Wright
Kenneth and Maureen Zebrowski

* Deceased
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Thank you for making it all possible!
Giving By...
STUDENT & ALUMNI
Connor LaClair ‘03
Ben ’99 and Nakysha Olsen
Evan Olsen ‘04

FACULTY & STAFF
(CURRENT AND FORMER)
Jennifer and Eric Nordenson
Ben and Nakysha Olsen
Jessica and Shane Semprebon
Stephanie and Justin Wicks
Carrie and Jerry Wilson
Brooke and Joe Wright
Sandy and Stan Ellow
Jeff and Paulette Lund
Nicole and John Fisher

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
(CURRENT AND FORMER)
Deacon Tom and Connie Cooney
Kevin and Debbie Dorain
Dr. Mirjam and Michael McCormack
Dr. Sue and Dr. Ed Olsen
Sara Kinerson and Chris Peters
Shane and Jessica Semprebon
Michelle and Brian Tomlinson
Justin and Stephanie Wicks
Joe and Brooke Wright
Geoff and Shalagh Blanck
Jim and Darla Dietz
Sandy and Stan Ellow
Jeff and Paulette Lund
Barry and Kelly Lyden

Memorial & Honorary Giving
IN MEMORY OF IRENE MONETTE
Rita Babcock
Francis Favreau
Doug and Barbara Hertling
Julie Magoon
John Monette

IN MEMORY OF CHARLES
AND LORRAINE BAILEY

Additional Giving
IN-KIND GIVING
Jessie Graves
Nichole Loati, Great Big Graphics
Drs. Ed and Sue Olsen
Pete’s Equipment
Emile and Karen Willett
Jeff and Deanna Wood

Anonymous

IN MEMORY OF CHARITY
WILSON MATHIAS
James and Jacqueline Mathias
Charity Mathias
George Mathias

IN MEMORY OF LOUIS AND
PATRICIA RICCIARDELLO
Douglas Sandvig and Mary Ricciardello

IN MEMORY OF RENÉ MARCOUX
Norman Audet
Lorraine Audet
Guy and Michelle Belanger
Russell and Therese Collins
Richard Dinkle
Alfred Kloeckner
Frank and Carolyn LaClair
Russ and Judith Lanphear
Denise Marcoux
Sarah Smith
Spectrum Youth Services
Noella Tillotson
Ross and Barbara Toof

This annual review recognizes gifts received between July 1,
2016 and June 20, 2017. Bishop Marshall School has made
every effort to ensure the information here is accurate and
complete. However, if you contributed a gift-in-kind or
memorial/honorary gift or to the Annual Fund, but your
name has been omitted, misspelled, listed under an incorrect
heading, or you wish to remain anonymous in the future,
please contact the office of the Vice Principal
at 802-888-4758 or jnordenson@bjams.org.

Bishop Marshall School
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Your gift

matters

Q
A

to us.

How do I give
TO THE ANNUAL FUND?

Your tax deductible gift can be made with
a check or credit card using the envelope
included in this magazine or donate online at

www.bjams.org/give-online

You can make a difference!

18

Compass

BJAMS_Compass_Issue 10.indd 18

Winter 2018

2/21/18 1:01 PM

BJAMS Reads:
Alumni Authors 1st Book

G

rowing up without television, a computer, or video games,
Connor LaClair always loved to read and write. From a
young age, he devoured the works of Tolkien, CS Lewis,

and Brian Jacques, and often wrote short-stories of his own. When
Connor first attended the Bishop John A. Marshall School in the 6th
grade, his teachers encouraged him to pursue his love of reading
and writing to greater levels. Connor began writing a formal fantasy/
adventure story, entitled The Swan Throne, in Mrs. Kasie Nolan's
Language Arts class. The Swan Throne is the story that Connor
always wanted to read, so he decided to pursue his dream of
becoming a published author and to share that special story with
the world. Today, seventeen years after Connor first put pencil to
paper, his dream has been finally realized.

Above: Connor reads an excerpt of his book to the 4th grade class.

Below: Connor presents Mrs. O’Neil, BJAMS Art teacher and
illustrator of the book, with her own autographed copy.

The Swan Throne was published by Westbow Press, a division of
renowned Christian publisher Thomas-Nelson Zondervan, this past
August, and is currently available for sale on Amazon.com. The Swan
Throne is the first part of the Under the Eagle trilogy, and is a story
of love, leadership, and sacrifice against the threatening backdrop
of an uncertain future. Regarding the book's special connection to
BJAMS, Connor says, "The encouragement and support I received
from my teachers was the primary factor in my decision to pursue
such an endeavor. At BJAMS, I began to understand my potential-both as an author and as a person--and I experienced incredible
academic, personal, and spiritual growth. Attending BJAMS was the
best decision of my young life."
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ALUMNI

CATCHING UP WITH FORMER
BJAMS STUDENTS
Liz Gebbie remembers being a part of the “original” BJAMS crew having
been a student in the first fourth grade class as the doors of Bishop Marshall opened in
1998. After graduating from BJAMS in 2003, Liz went on to attend Hazen Union High
School in Hardwick.
“I felt very prepared for school after BJAMS. I think that high school and college
were much easier having already been introduced to a good academic work ethic and
study skills early on in school. It also helped that my class sizes were always small, and
now working in education I can directly see the value a smaller school setting has on a
child. Attending BJAMS definitely gave me an advantage in school later on, but it was
also a great environment to be in as a pre-teen and young teenager, especially the
support received by the teachers and staff there. I had a unique experience with BJAMS
as while I was there my father was terminally ill; though this was a distressing time for
myself, everyone at school routinely checked in with me and genuinely cared about
how I was doing and how my family was doing. I am still so very thankful to everyone
for that support and know that only a special place like BJAMS can give such a warm
feeling during a challenging time.
Upon her graduation from Hazen in 2007, Liz began fulfilling her dream of becoming
a Speech and Language Pathologist. She attended the University of Vermont and
received both her undergraduate and graduate degrees from there by 2013. After
graduation, Liz moved to Delaware to officially begin her career as an SLP by working
in a school program for students with cognitive and physical impairments.

Top: Liz Gebbie, BJAMS
Class of 2003, enjoys
her time now living and
working in Bahrain.
Inset: Liz in her days
at BJAMS, circa 1998

Now, Liz lives and works in Bahrain. She has been employed for almost two years
by the Department of Defense Education Activity working with children as a Speech
and Language Pathologist. She has adapted to her new life there and has enjoyed trips
to Dubai, Thailand, and India with plans on visiting Italy and Abu Dhabi in the spring.
Liz was part of the first soccer team at BJAMS which helped her develop a love of
athletics and outdoor activity. While in Delaware, Liz was introduced to the world of
obstacle course racing. Now in Bahrain, Liz has competed in multiple races in extreme
temperatures –her most recent 3- mile race in 110-degree desert heat!
Liz fondly remembers her time at BJAMS especially the community and how it felt
more than just a place to go and learn. “I remember when BJAMS first started and
having our classrooms be in the basement of a church rectory and using the parking lot
as our playground. Things have changed a lot since then but I’ll always remember being
one of the “original” BJAMS crew when they first opened. Even though the staff has
changed, the students have grown older, and the building may have changed in
appearance I still think back to the school the same way, with appreciation.”
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Brooke Willett
“If you had told me fifteen years ago that I would move across the country from my
family and spend my days balancing school, work, and training service dogs I would’ve
laughed. I was a timid kindergartener at Bishop Marshall School who had yet to find her
place in a classroom full of other students. As the years progressed and my time at BJAMS
came to an end I had just barely begun to discover who I was. I loved learning, loved
participating in music and theater, and spent my free time on the back of a horse. As I
progressed through high school at Rice Memorial I not only deepened my love for music,
theater, and horse-back riding but I also discovered my love for community service. Whether
it was planning school retreats for fellow students, or working with charities like the
Arthritis Foundation and the Children’s Hospital of Vermont I always enjoyed working to
help others. But, like everything in life, my time at both BJAMS and Rice Memorial came to
an end, and a new journey began.
I headed for Lexington, KY, and I am currently a sophomore dual degree student
studying Animal Science and Equine Science & Management on the Pre-Veterinary track at
the University of Kentucky. I spend most of my time with an adorable little chocolate lab
Above: Brooke and service
dog in training Wrigley.

named Wrigley.

Below: Wrigley shows off his stuff.

my love of community service. As a result, I joined a student-run, student-funded organization,

During my freshmen year I wanted to find a club that combined my love of animals with
Wildcat Service Dogs (WSD). WSD trains puppies for the first year of their lives in the hopes
of them becoming active service dogs. After joining WSD I quickly worked my way up to
becoming a full-time sitter. As a sitter, I babysat all of our program dogs when their trainers
needed someone to watch them. Soon I was able to become a trainer – meaning that I would
receive my own puppy to train for a year. This past October the club surprised me with
Wrigley. Now, I’ve gone from spending my weekends watching Netflix and hiding out in the
library, to going all over Lexington accompanied by my trusty sidekick. Wrigley goes with
me to restaurants, stores, classes, and he’s even gone with me to graduation ceremonies.
Wrigley and I attend weekly training classes run by our training supervisors and work on a
variety of commands and socialization such as tugging off socks and shoes, opening doors,
and basic obedience commands.
Wrigley will spend a year with me and then be evaluated by Assistance Dogs for
Achieving Independence (ADAI) in Sylvania, OH. If he passes the initial evaluation he will be
taken into their training program where he will spend another year training for a specific
type of service work, then following his time with them he will be placed with his forever
person; and he’ll then have the opportunity to change someone else’s life just like he’s
changing mine.
Saying goodbye to him will be, without a doubt, the hardest thing I’ve ever had to do,
but all of the struggles, frustrations, and the difficult goodbye will be worth it to see him
doing what he’s meant to do – help someone in a way only he can. I am beyond grateful for
this opportunity to train Wrigley and for WSD. WSD not only brought Wrigley into my life,
but also brought me lifelong friends, and the opportunity to help others in a unique way.”

Bishop Marshall School
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ALUMNI

Left: Sayde at
the graduation
from Rice High
School in 2017.

Sayde Dorain
“I graduated from BJAMS in 2013 and graduated from Rice High School in
2017. I learned an exceptional amount of skills throughout my time at BJAMS that
prepared me for my life beyond elementary school. The academics at Bishop
Marshall prepared me for my future classes and exams at Rice. I learned strength
through my teachers. They never gave up on me when I could not keep up with my
school work after missing school due to a long hospital stay. I learned courage
through my classmates and my teachers. I learned friendship through the long-term
friendships I made in Kindergarten that continued to grow through eighth grade.
Having attended Catholic schools my whole life, loving the Catholic religion, and
wanting to be able to attend Mass, I decided to attend Saint Michael’s College and
am currently a freshman there. BJAMS gave me the foundation of my knowledge
and without that I probably would not have succeeded in high school and I would
not be attending Saint Mike’s. BJAMS will always be a part of me. It will always have
an influence in my life. No one has shown me more love than the people I know in
my BJAMS community. Our community is like a family; a family full of love and
laughter. Bishop Marshall School is working hard to meet new families and the
school community is growing; the graduating class from 2016 was one of the largest
in the school’s history, with 17 students in 8th grade. The number of new children
who have joined for the start of the 2016-17 school year was also nearly recordbreaking with 28 brand new students. Since the first day of school, an additional five
students have enrolled. Bishop Marshall School nurtures children who will be

WHERE ARE
THEY NOW?
BJAMS loves catching
up with our alumni!
If you know an alum that we should
connect with and feature in the
next Compass, let us know!

servant leaders of their future local and global communities.”
Bishop Marshall School
Director of Enrollment and Marketing
jnordenson@bjams.org
(802) 888-4758 ext. 232
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In Memory...
We say good-bye to two very special friends

Rene Marcoux

July 24, 1931 – March 28, 2017
Rene Marcoux was born at home on his family farm on a hot July day in 1931. Being the next to the
last born of 13 children, he was often teased about being born under a haystack. His French speaking
family immigrated from Quebec, Canada, and although they had very little money, they had a deep
Catholic faith and trusted God to provide and care for them. Over the years, as Adelard and MarieJeanne raised their children, they instilled in them the importance of putting Jesus and their church
first, above all else, and, the value of hard work involved in running a farm. They also instilled in them a love of music. Some of the
children sang in the church choir and played musical instruments, all self- taught. In fact, Rene and his brothers had an orchestra and
played in various venues on Saturday nights: they played guitars, piano, organ, bass, violin, fiddle, spoons... Music was a very important
part of their lives. Adelard and his sons also helped paint and do various carpentry projects on St. Teresa's Church throughout their
lives. They were all very dedicated to their church and its upkeep.
When Rene grew up, he and his wife, Monique, took over that farm and raised six children. They instilled the same values in their
children and remained dedicated to God and the church. Rene and his brothers remained active in the music ministry until they passed
away. Rene served on several church committees including Cursillo, the Knights of Columbus, and Parish Council. He was also very
supportive of Catholic education and so happy when the Bishop Marshall School was built! He even wrote a song about it! He loved
everything about the school: the children and how respectful they were, the teachers and staff who were so kind and welcoming to
him, the curriculum, the design of the building. He often said he could feel the spirit of God in the school the minute he walked through
the door. Some of the most special days of his life were when two of his grandchildren became BJAMS graduates and when he was
presented a yellow BJAMS sweater by the staff. He proudly wore it every chance he got, including to Mass on Wednesdays.
The Bishop John A. Marshall School was one of the greatest joys in Rene's life. Even though he is no longer with us in body, there is
no doubt he will always be with us in spirit.

Jeannette Lepine

October 30, 1929 – March 21, 2017
Jeannette was born in Quebec and when she was just a year old her family immigrated to Vermont.
She lived her life right nearby on a farm on Mud City Loop. After graduating from Peoples Academy she
went to work for Pan American World Airways as a flight attendant. Sixteen years of flying was enough
for Jeannette and soon enough she returned to her childhood home to help her “mama”, Imelda, her
sisters, and her brother run the family farm.
Jeanette was a cherished friend of Bishop Marshall School. She and her whole family brought the love and the lessons they learned
from their beloved mama and helped them continue to live on through the children at Bishop Marshall School. How thankful we are
for that and how we will miss Jeannette’s smile, sense of humor, love of laughter, and sharp common sense. She lived life from the
heart - for things bigger than herself. We strive to embody those same principles here at school. Hard work was the bedrock of her
success in this life. As a farmer milking cattle, you don’t get to sleep in or take days off. There’s always work to be done around the
farm. Somehow Jeanette managed to get the work done and still have time in her day to love and inspire others in her life. We will miss
you Jeanette. We will miss seeing you here during weekly Mass and at our school events. We will miss you in the halls taking in the
children’s art and spreading your smile and laughter. We were thankful to know you in this life and look forward seeing you in the next.

Bishop Marshall School
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We proudly share our 2017 Terra Nova Test Results
National Grade Equivalencies
GRADE

READING

VOCABULARY

LANGUAGE

MATHEMATICS

SCIENCE

SOCIAL STUDIES

OVERALL GRADE
EQUIVALENT

1

6.2

3.1

4.7

3

2.5

3.2

4.1

2

5.4

3.1

3.8

3.3

3.3

3.7

3.7

3

5.1

5.7

4.7

4.9

5

4.6

4.9

4

6.6

6.6

6.5

6.2

6.2

6.9

6.4

5

10

10.5

10

8.7

7.9

8

9.5

6

11.5

10.9

11.7

10.2

9.8

9.8

11.1

7

11

11.1

12

10.5

11

11.1

11.2

8

PHS

12.8

PHS

11.4

12

11.2

PHS
*Post High School

Bishop John A. Marshall School
educates children of all faiths
to achieve academic excellence,
challenging them to fully develop their
God-given talents with commitment
to truth, compassion, self-discipline,
and love for all, in accordance with the
teachings of the Catholic Church.
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