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Message from the

Head of School
Dear young people, do not bury your talents, the gifts that
God has given you! Do not be afraid to dream great things!
These are not my wise words, but rather the wise words of our Holy Father, Pope Francis. Those
words could not be more timely as we publish this issue of The Compass. Our students are blessed
with talents in so many ways: they are scholars, athletes, musicians, thespians, scouts, photographers,
aviators, and artists. They are brimming with gifts and talents! While these special abilities are without
a doubt a gift that God has given, they are also gifts that are practiced and developed. To be a scholar,
one must study. To be a successful athlete or musician, one must attend practices and perform various
musical arrangements. Thespians, photographers, and artists must run lines, take countless photos,
and perfect their brush strokes through repetition. It takes determination and perseverance to cultivate
gifts - or they will be lost. With these gifts come responsibility and I am proud that our students take
the responsibility seriously.
Another remarkable thing about Bishop Marshall School is the sharing of these gifts. You see, our
gifts are meant to be shared to realize their full potential.   I continue to be impressed by our current
students and alumni, as they are so incredibly generous by spreading their talents to share with our
school and local communities. Our athletes serve on our various sports’ teams; a number of our alumni
referee fall soccer games and help coach in our ski and ride program at the mountain. Our musicians
play in our band, march in community parades, and sing at our school Masses. Our thespians wow
audiences by performing in community theater and by participating in our school drama productions.
Some of our students’ photography is featured in various social media and this very issue of the The
Compass! Our school art is featured at the local Union Bank and at our end-of-the-year art show. Our
students and alumni recognize that their gifts are to be spread far and wide to maximize their benefits.
We pray that our Eagles continue to fly, spreading their wings and gifts!

God bless,

Carrie Wilson
Head of School

Bishop Marshall School
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Message from the Chair of

Board of Trustees

To the Bishop Marshall School families, alumni, community
members, faculty, staff, students and supporters:
Thank you for making our school a great place for children

This year we are now in the midst of preparing a new strategic

to learn and grow. For over 20 years, BJAMS has provided students

plan, which includes expansion, enrollment increases, athletics

with a superior education and a safe place to express their

and sustainable finances. Each strategic vision will have its own

curiosities while challenging them to be great. This is evident in

task force with a chairperson, and studies will be conducted to

the successes exhibited by our alumni and strength of our current

identify how to proceed. Our initiative is to bolster the aspects

students. In the 20+ years since our humble beginnings, BJAMS

that already make BJAMS an exceptional place to learn, and to

has grown to be the school that we know and love today.

continue to provide the highest quality education at a price that

Now into 2019, the school has a lot to be proud of, and a

our families are able to invest in comfortably.

bright future with high expectations. Now into our third year of

Thanks again for your continued support and love of BJAMS.

our 5-year financial plan, I am proud to state that we are on target

As a father of a nearly 3-year-old with another on the way, I am

with our goals. We have mitigated expenses while still allowing

excited for my children to attend BJAMS and experience the

for annual cost of living increases for our dedicated faculty and

educational rigor and personal enrichment that the school has to

staff. We have continued to grow our student population through

offer.

organic word-of-mouth referrals. Our dedicated financial backers
have continuously increased their support. While sensitive to the
cost to families, we have modestly increased the price of tuition

Justin Wicks

over the past three years after six years of no increases. The board

Chair, Board of Trustees

of trustees has a fiduciary duty to the school and its community,
and works tirelessly to ensure a sustainable future.

We proudly share our 2018
Terra Nova Test Results
National Grade Equivalencies
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GRADE

READING

LANGUAGE

MATHEMATICS

SCIENCE

SOCIAL STUDIES

OVERALL GRADE
EQUIVALENT

1

2.8

3.9

2.5

3.0

2.5

3.1

2

5.4

6.1

5.1

5.3

4.2

7.3

3

5.5

5.5

4.6

5.3

6.22

5.3

4

8.0

7.4

8.0

8.1

8.6

7.8

5

9.2

10

8.2

8.4

8.1

8.8

6

10.2

11.3

8.7

9.8

10.7

10.5

7

10.2

12.8

10.0

10.5

10.4

11.0

8

12.6

PHS

12.7

PHS

11.3

PHS
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NEW FACES AT BJAMS
It is always a pleasure to welcome new faces to BJAMS, whether that be new students, new families, or new
members of our staff. Our BJAMS family is always growing! This year we welcomed a new full-time math
and technology teacher, and a new business office assistant. We also welcomed back a former graduate to
work in our After School Program.

THEODORE CASPARIAN
Theodore and his wife, Elizabeth, hail from Princeton, New Jersey where they raised three children, now all
grown. In 2016, they moved to Morrisville seeking a slower pace of life. Between his full-time job teaching
Upper School Math and Technology and tutoring over twelve kids both locally and online, I’m not sure
that he has slowed down! Mr. Casparian studied Mathematics at Cornell University which has led him to
many fun adventures that include trading bonds for Goldman Sachs on Wall Street, owning and operating a
sustainable and responsible bedding company, teaching hundreds of students in a dozen different schools,
and tutoring over one hundred children, adolescents, and adults. In between teaching and tutoring, he
does find time to walk his Golden Retriever, Linus, more than two miles each day. He enjoys spending time
with his wife and family, skiing and walking in the snow during the winter and in the summer, they like to
travel the state visiting farms, bakeries, small shops, and other sources of local food. Mr. Casparian enjoys
teaching math at BJAMS and particularly enjoys the company of the students. “They brighten my day and
fill my soul with joy,” he says.

LAURIE MARCOUX
Mrs. Laurie Marcoux is our new business office assistant, stepping in for Mrs. Nancy Rooney after her
retirement last summer. Mrs. Marcoux has worked in child advocacy for a number of years, first with the
WIC nutrition program then with the Lamoille County Child Advocacy Center. Her positions have varied from
providing direct services to administrative duties. She and her husband, Claude, have raised their three
children here in Lamoille County and still call it home. While their children may have left the nest, Laurie
stays busy tending to her French Terrier puppy, Gemma. She enjoys being outdoors, walking, gardening or
just sitting in her gazebo reading and enjoying nature. Mr. and Mrs. Marcoux are active members of the Most
Holy Name of Jesus Parish. She has enjoyed getting to know all of the BJAMS families this fall and her favorite
part of the job is getting to hear the chatting, giggling, and joy of the children as they walk past her office.

DEZARAY DRAPER
Dezaray is not necessarily a new face in the halls of BJAMS, but we are used to seeing her as a student not as a
staff member! Dez attended Bishop Marshall School from kindergarten through eighth-grade graduating with
the Class of 2012. As an eighth-grader, Dez used to volunteer in the After School Program. Now, she’s back
as one of our amazing After School Program teachers. Dez is also a full-time college student at Community
College of Vermont and works as a paraeducator at Lamoille Union High School. She loves to spend time
with her family, especially her little sister Maddysin who is a BJAMS 6th grader. Dezaray says, “It feels like
I’m back home” about her return to BJAMS as a staff member. She is excited to be back where she spent
so much of her time as a child and is excited to be able to reconnect with some of her previous teachers.

Bishop Marshall School
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Grandparents' Luncheon

Every year we look forward to our Grandparents’ Thanksgiving Lunch held
at BJAMS the Thursday before Thanksgiving. Our kitchen staff can be seen
peeling squash and potatoes and rolling napkins in the days before the big
event. Mrs. Gentle arrives at school at dawn on the big day to get all of the
turkeys in the oven so when school starts that morning all of our stomachs
are rumbling! Many volunteers pitch in cutting pies and setting tables so that
everything is ready to go for our first round of special visitors. Students are
excited to see their special visitors and no one leaves hungry!
Lisa Tabor once enjoyed Thanksgiving
lunch with her kids many years
ago, now she gets to enjoy it
with her grandson, Leighton.

Josh Quad and his favorite
pal, Rosaire Levesque.

Amelia enjoys her lunch with
grandmother, Barbara Grant.

Emmett looks like he is
perfectly content snuggling
up to his grandfather,
David Degiorgis.

Carol and Jim Martin wouldn’t miss lunch
with 4th grade granddaughter, Ramsey.
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Kay Henderson enjoys lunch with
granddaughter, Sophie Nolan.

Cheri Holton visits her
grandson, Ben Clapp.

Not one, but 2! Ryley gets to have lunch
with both her grandmothers, Connie
Earle (left) and Dawn Sweetser.

Pre-K student, Ella, spends her first
Grandparents’ Lunch with grandmother
Teresa Clark and special friend.

Who can resist a snuggle
with Jameson? Certainly not
his mom, Mary Brosseau.

Ralph and Tricia Graner look forward to
enjoying this meal with grandson, Kai.

Paul Wolters and his girls,
Anna and CeCe.

Fourth grader, Chase Putvain, is happy to have his
grandmother, Rebecca Shatney, come for lunch.

Th

Grace Olsen can’t believe
how good this lunch is!

Barb Curran and
grandson, Jack.

Rusty DeWees and Tese
Ziminsky will not miss a
BJAMS Grandparent’s Lunch!

The Semprebon family - Thomas, Cheryl, Jessica, and The Boucher family’s last Thanksgiving
Shane pose with first grader Sienna after lunch.
lunch at BJAMS all together.

Second grader Sebastian is
all smiles with grandparents,
Pete and Donna Fecteau

Jim Kinney and
granddaughter Ella.

Our awesome ASP teacher,
Destiny Wilcox, never misses
a moment to make sure
a student feels loved!

Our fabulous principal,
Carrie Wilson, pauses
a moment in between
servings with volunteers Kim
Lambert and Kevin Clark.

They even let Mr. Bu
into the kitchen to help
carve the turkey!

Pre-K student Jemma is so happy to have her
grandmother, Dianne Bregman, join her.

Andy and Sandy Bubnis
travelled from Pennsylvania
donning special shirts
to have lunch with their
granddaughters.

Our amazing chef, Heather
Gentle, makes a rare
appearance out of the kitchen
alongside her mom, Karen
Parvin, and nephew, BJAMS
second grader, Cole Shinners.

Mirjam and Michael
McCormack bring
along special friend
Eva Merriam to enjoy
lunch with Brooke.

John and Cathy
Hirce have lunch in
the first round with
daughter, Charlotte.
Three Pre-K girls say this lunch is number one!

Grandmother Ginny Jones and Mom
Jean Jones have been coming to
our special Grandparents’ Lunch
for many years now. This year
it is with 3rd grader, Nolan.

Bishop Marshall School
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EN ROUTE TO
EAGLE SCOUT

ach Fisher, Bishop Marshall School Class of 2016, is

Zach has chosen to give back to BJAMS because, “I

now a junior at Rice Memorial High School en route

have some great memories of the nature trail in PE class

to becoming an Eagle Scout. In second grade, Zach

and I want to give others the opportunity to make those

joined the Cub Scouts as many young boys choose to do.

memories as well.”

Zach sold the popcorn, earned his badges, went camping,

Not far behind Zach is his brother, Ryan, and his friend

and enjoyed being a scout so much that he continued on,

Jonathan Brosseau, both members of Bishop Marshall’s

moving up to the rank of Boy Scout in fifth grade. Currently,

Class of 2019.

he is a Life Scout, the rank just below Eagle Scout. Zach

Like Zach, both Ryan and Jonathan joined the Boy

has learned many things on his way to becoming an Eagle

Scouts of America as a young Cub Scout, each progressing

Scout including automotive maintenance, first aid and fire-

through their elementary school years until they became a

starting skills, knot and rope work, and most importantly,

full-fledged Boy Scout in fifth grade. Now as eighth graders,

teamwork.

they are starting to plan their path toward achieving Eagle

While many students eventually
leave the Boy Scouts as they grow
up, choosing other extra-curricular
activities, Zach is determined to
achieve the rank of Eagle Scout. In
fact, only four percent of Boy Scouts

“I have some great memories
of the nature trail in PE class
and I want to give others
the opportunity to make
those memories as well.”

Scout status.
Ryan, a 1st Class Boy Scout
in his local Waterbury Troop 701,
has enjoyed learning first aid skills,
camping and backpacking as a scout.
He is currently thinking about an

will achieve this rank due to its comprehensive and rigorous

Eagle Scout service project that would include building a

standards. Zach sees this as an opportunity to give back to

structure that would address a need in his hometown of

his community in an individual way.

Waterbury.

In addition to an extensive service project, a Boy

Jonathan, a Star Scout in Morrisville’s Troop 876,

Scout must also earn 21 merit badges and demonstrate that

has stayed with scouting because of the leadership skills

they live a life according to the principles of the Scout Oath

he is learning. “I want to be prepared and know that I can

and Scout Law. Zach’s service project involves restoring the

be reliable when I have a job or there is an emergency.”

nature trail at BJAMS that was devastated by a wind storm

Jonathan enjoys lashing – tying poles together to build

in October 2017. Zach is organizing fundraisers to pay for

structures and he also says that he is an expert fire builder,

materials and equipment that will help him do this, as well

able to build a fire using flint, steel, and kindling in less than

as recruiting people to help with the process. His plan

a minute! Jonathan would like to his Eagle Scout project to

includes clearing the trail of fallen trees and building new

benefit the BJAMS community.

benches and bridges. Zach’s plan is to begin in the spring
and summer of this year.

Ryan and Jonathan
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Zach and Ryan with their parents, John (Scoutmaster) and
Nicole Fisher, and grandparents, Kathy and John Fisher, Jr.

SAVE THE DATE!
May 4, 2019 , 5:30pm
Zenbarn, Waterbury VT

Come and join us for an exciting evening including dinner,
silent auction, and dancing to the music of the Sugar Daddies!
Tickets: $55/person - $100/couple

For more information: www.BJAMS.org

ANNUAL
GIVING
2017 - 2018 School Year

“U

nited in the spirit” was the motto of the late Bishop John A. Marshall, our school’s namesake. It was also
the theme of last year’s Annual Fund for our 20th anniversary. It is a motto that we try to embrace each
day at Bishop Marshall School teaching our students to achieve their best and to love and be compassionate
to all, united by Christ. One hundred percent of your contribution goes directly to helping our students realize
their God-given talents and to be committed to truth, compassion, and love - united in the spirit - just as Bishop
Marshall did. The school is incredibly grateful to all who gave to the Annual Fund last year.

PATRON SOCIETY
($10,000 and higher)

Anonymous
David and Debbie Schoop

HEAD OF SCHOOL SOCIETY
($2,500 to $4,999)

William Donahue
National Life Group

LEADERSHIP SOCIETY
($1,000 to $2,499)

Winston Dezaine
Jim and Darla Dietz
Francis Favreau
Fred Genung
Howard Manosh
James and Jacqueline Mathias
Gregg Sargent, Sargent’s Moving
Beverly Shepard
Paul and Carla Wolters

BISHOP MARSHALL
SCHOOL SOCIETY
($500 to $999)

John and Cynthia Edmondson
Olivier and Vicki Garret
Lee and Alec Genung
Marilyn Larkin
Jeff and Paulette Lund
Dr. Harry Mahood
Ira and Katie Marvin
Craig and Kasie Nolan
John and Jahna Nordenson
Ed and Sue Olsen
Msgr. Peter Routhier
Shane and Jessica Semprebon
Justin and Stephanie Wicks
Andrew and Tese Ziminsky

BENEFACTOR CLUB
($250 to $499)

Linda Barrows
Charles and Cathy Boland
Nacklie and Tanya Bou-Nacklie
Claude and Joan Boucher
Jeannine Young, Catholic Financial Life
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Deacon Tom and Connie Cooney
Roger Joseph
Peter and Mary Lawlor
Albert and Danuta Lloyd
Chris and Ellen Lovell
James and Judith Pizzagalli
Union Bank
The Rowley Agency
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post #9653

EAGLE CLUB
($100 to $249)

Anonymous
Lynn Altadonna
Bob and Robin Arnell
Rita Babcock
Deacon David and Joan Bisson
Geoff and Shalagh Blanck
John Booth and Kirsten Francis-Booth
John and Carol Booth
Grace Callan
John and Madeleine Carleton
Hans and Terry Carstensen
Catholic Daughters of America
Simone Cormier
Abby and Kevin Earle
Thomas and Barbara Estaphan
Bob and Laurie Flaherty
James and Elizabeth Gamble
Heather and Rob Gentle
Mary Gentle
Randy Hoder
Denis and Karen Jaquish
American Legion Post 46
Mary Johnson
Andrew and Kathleen Knittle
Larry and Diane LaClair
Kate Lamb
Thomas Lambert
Jocelyne and Jonathan Lussier
Arthur Mercier
Peggy Marcoux
Brian and Patricia Marshall
David Marvin, Butternut Mountain Farm
Richard and Mary McClintock

John and Lucia Murphy
George and Patricia Nemith
Eric and Jennifer Nordenson
Thomas O’Brien
Sara Kinerson
Philip and Bette Rochette
Erica and Jay Silveira
Matt and Michele Sokany
Paul Thabault
Jerry and Carrie Wilson
Kenneth and Maureen Zebrowski

BURGUNGDY & GOLD CLUB
(Up to $99)

Alice Adams
Wayne Black and Jody Hale
Melissa Boisvert
Jeanette Brochu
Richard and Marsha Brochu
David and Elizabeth Brown
Norman and Wendy Chauvin
Mike and Barb Curran
Kevin and Debbie Dorain
Peter and Katherine Fisher
Evalette Foss
Paul and Diana Frederick
Fr. Bernie Gaudreau
Crystal Greene
Hyde Park VFW, Ladies Auxiliary, Post 7779
Lorraine Hussey
Connor LaClair
Dolores Marr
Marie Michaud
Michaeline and Jane Miksiewicz
Ben and Nakysha Olsen
Thomas and Gayle Page
Melissa Pflug
Bette Provost
Julie and Mike Rapoport
Edward Redican
Arthur and Susanne Renaud
Lucille Sanville
Sarah Smith
Margo Welch

* Deceased

Giving By...
FACULTY & STAFF
Jessica and Shane Semprebon
Stephanie and Justin Wicks
Abby and Kevin Earle
Laurie and Bob Flaherty
Heather and Rob Gentle
Eric and Jennifer Nordenson
Erica and Jay Silveira
Carrie and Jerry Wilson
Crystal Greene
Julie and Mike Rapoport

Memorial & Honorary Giving
IN MEMORY OF PAULINE COTE
Simone Cormier
Thomas Page
The Rowley Agency

IN MEMORY OF RENÉ MARCOUX
Larry and Diane LaClair

IN MEMORY OF CHARLES
AND LORRAINE BAILEY

Additional Giving
IN-KIND GIVING
William Donahue
Heather Gentle
Nichole Loati, Great Big Graphics
Bunny Merrill, Elmore Mountain Farm
Ed and Sue Olsen
Michelle Tomlinson, Baby Bundts of VT

Anonymous

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Deacon Tom and Connie Cooney
Kevin and Debbie Dorain
Dr. Sue and Dr. Ed Olsen
Sara Kinerson
Shane and Jessica Semprebon
Justin and Stephanie Wicks

Thank you for making it all possible!

This annual review recognizes gifts received between July 1,
2017 and June 30, 2018. Bishop Marshall School has made
every effort to ensure the information here is accurate and
complete. However, if you contributed a gift-in-kind or
memorial/honorary gift or to the Annual Fund, but your
name has been omitted, misspelled, listed under an incorrect
heading, or you wish to remain anonymous in the future,
please contact the office of the Vice Principal at 802-8884758 or jnordenson@bjams.org.

Bishop Marshall School
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YOUR GIFT
makes a difference
“

I have not been at BJAMS for very
long, but it has changed me already. It
has taught me about being responsible
and I have learned more in my short
time here than I ever have.”
– Julia

“

BJAMS has given me a great
place to learn and grow!
– Jacob

When you give to the Bishop Marshall School Annual Fund
YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE in the life of all of our students.
Your tax-deductible gift can be made by check or credit card using the envelope
included in this magazine or donate online at

www.bjams.org/give-online
12
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BEHIND THE LENS

Two Seventh Graders Take Off with Photography
Max Kuhnle and Teague Barnett, current BJAMS seventh graders, are also budding photographers featuring their work on
their social media pages.

Teague's Photos
Left: "Bouncy Ball" Center: "Sunrise on Long Island" Right: "Leaf in the Road"

Teague has always enjoyed taking pictures of random objects. For his eleventh birthday, Teague asked for a camera that
would be capable of videography so that he could make YouTube videos. What he didn’t expect was that the camera he chose
also took great still photos. He began to discover the art and creativity involved in photography. Teague is very interested in the
colors and depth a low-light camera can pick up. Teague discovered photoshop while attending a photography camp one summer,
opening up a whole new world of digital photography and editing. Teague would love to begin selling his photos on metallic print.
When he’s older, he’d like to travel the world taking photos, start a YouTube channel to teach new photographers and possibly
explore cinematography and videography.
Max began taking an interest in photography after Teague convinced him to attend the photography camp with him. Shortly
before the camp started, his mom purchased him a new camera to take. Once he started experimenting with this new camera, he was
hooked. “Photography is the creativity and gateway into a different perspective” says Max. He particularly enjoys taking pictures
from odd angles of objects that you wouldn’t normally notice in everyday life. While Max isn’t looking at making photography a
career at this point, he would love to gain some recognition for his pictures someday as he pursues his hobby.

Max's Photos
Left: "Holy Bible" Center: Fire embers from a blacksmith workshop
Right: Ehrenberg Castle in Austria (taken from the world’s longest suspension bridge)

Photography is not a class that is offered at BJAMS so both boys have taken it upon themselves to learn and explore this
hobby all on their own. However, the boys credit the school’s teaching of diversity and embracing creativity to help them explore
and capture different perspectives and depth in the art of visual imagery.

Bishop Marshall School
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FLY LIKE AN EAGLE
David has always had a fascination with large machines. In second grade, David pored
over every book he could get his hands on about the Titanic. He would spend endless
hours drawing and redrawing detailed illustrations of the large ship. He wanted to
know everything about that ship, its voyage, and yes, its tragic end, but not because
he was interested in the tragedy of it. Instead, he wanted to know why and what went
wrong. David, now a BJAMS eighth grader, has shifted his focus from the water to the
skies and he has his sights set high.

I

t all started when David began visiting his dad at the Burlington

Around this same time, David attended his first Airtoberfest at

International Airport where his dad worked for JetBlue. Like any

Stowe Aviation where his father is currently employed. This festival

young boy, David would watch his dad work and try to help him

attracts families from all over Lamoille County for a fun-filled day

with whatever a boy his age could manage. As David grew, he helped

of aircrafts and activities. At this event, David took his first ride in a

his dad more and his interest in aviation began to soar.

single-engine aircraft. For David, who not only is fascinated by planes

In fifth grade, David knew that flying a plane someday was what

but is also very affected by motion sickness, this was a big deal! Up

he wanted to do. He began to study how planes work and explored

David went into that tiny plane and soared above the Morrisville area,

concepts of aviation such as aerodynamic lift all on his own. He

the town getting smaller and smaller as they went higher and higher.

downloaded flight simulator apps onto his computer and mobile

Mid-flight when altitude was reached, the pilot turned to David and

devices, learning about tilt control and rudders. He began to start

said, “Here you go! Have fun!” as he handed over the controls. With

thinking about what he wanted to do in the world of aviation and

the pilot’s help for safety reasons, David was able to fly the plane on

what would make the most sense financially – as a fifth grader!

his own just using the knowledge he had from his practice with flight
simulator apps and the research he had done on his own about roll,
pitch, rudder control, and how wind surfaces work.

14
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This sealed the deal for David; he had to learn to fly. He continued

As you can see, David is no ordinary eighth grader. David started

to study everything he could about aviation: how air traffic control

at Bishop Marshall as a second grader, obsessed with the Titanic.

works, GPS, radios, and autopilot. He continued to watch his dad at

Now, six years later, he is a completely different student. David

work at Stowe Aviation, bringing in the planes that landed, greeting

credits BJAMS and his supportive family for helping him become

the customers, guiding the planes into hangars, and getting the planes

who he is today. “BJAMS has helped me become more mature by

ready to take off again. He went to the Airtoberfest the following fall

holding me accountable and helping me learn from my mistakes.

and took another ride in a plane. This time, because of the wind he

The school helped me grow.” David also had the privilege of studying

wasn’t able to fly on his own, but he knew exactly what the pilot was

aviation this year as part of an eighth-grade unit in science class. The

doing and why because of all of the studying he had been doing.

class built a real working glider and David was able to contribute

Last summer, David was lucky enough to be asked by the

his previously learned knowledge of aviation. When asked what was

crew at Stowe Aviation to be an intern for the summer. The crew at

most fascinating to him about flying, he responded, “Just being able

Stowe Aviation – Rick Sylvester, Travis Gillant, Mike Hessling, and

to fly and to skip all of the busyness and traffic below.”

Denis, David’s father, took David under their wing. They taught him

David, go fly like an eagle – a true BJAMS Eagle!

everything they were doing and David was more than willing to step
up and help with whatever they would let him. He would begin his
day conducting a fuel check at the fuel farm where the fuel is stored
for the planes. David learned that the fuel must be checked each
and every day for contaminants or particles. Next, they would check
the schedule to see what planes were coming in, which planes were
taking off, and what planes were arriving for a scheduled service. On

The whole crew: Travis Gillant, Rick Sylvester,
David, and David’s father, Denis.

a typical day at the Stowe-Morrisville State Airport, approximately
seven or eight planes land and take off, some planes arriving for a
ski weekend or to sightsee and some stopping by for a maintenance
service. Rick, the mechanic, allowed David to work alongside him
fixing the plane engines, landing gear, and adjusting props. David
would help with fueling the planes, learning how to type the correct
amount of fuel into the fuel farm computer and adjusting the weight
of the fuel to keep the plane balanced. He also began to learn a little
bit about helicopters, but those haven’t captured David’s fascination
yet due to their limited range and altitude. He prefers a plane’s ability
to fly in higher altitudes as well as its reliability in the event of an
engine failure.
David’s goals are set high and his course is plotted meticulously.
He will begin taking private flight lessons this summer, the first major
step in attaining his goal of getting his pilot’s license. He wants to focus
on becoming a pilot for a charter service rather than a commercial
airline as he feels that this is a more financially stable decision to
make. Ahead of him are many long weekend hours in ground school
and studying flight manuals, in addition to his high school academic
requirements, but this doesn’t seem to discourage David. He will
begin to acquire flight hours and hopes to master the art of flying

Young David looks out on the
hangar at Burlington International
Airport as his Dad works.

by the time he graduates high school and will hopefully achieve his
pilot’s license when he is 16.

Bishop Marshall School
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ALUMNI

CATCHING UP WITH FORMER BJAMS
STUDENT CATHERINE CLOSE

A

fter graduating from BJAMS Class of 2014, I continued my education at Lake Region
High School. By taking some advanced classes and a few college classes, I was able

to graduate high school a semester early and decided to enlist in the U.S. Air Force
National Guard to better myself and to serve my country.
There were many things that went into my decision to join the Air Force National
Guard. One of the biggest things that influenced me to enlist was the strong role models
that I have had throughout my life. Growing up going to private Catholic schools
benefited me in more ways than I can count. Between my wonderful teachers at BJAMS
and the connection I made with God, I learned so many things that have benefited me.
During my basic military training, I struggled with the adjustment. Vermont is a small
little bubble, especially the Northeast Kingdom where I am from. Going from my small
little town in Vermont to a large city in Texas was a huge adjustment. My dad and my
mom have always been my biggest role models and they’ve always been there for me
throughout my whole life. They are my biggest supporters. It was scary to go from having
the comforting feeling that they were in the next room at home to being thousands of
miles away.
When I got to my dormitory in Texas, I was practically thrown into a room with 42
other women that I didn’t know. I was in a new place, with a room full of strangers. In
the Air Force, the group of people that you live with during your basic military training
is known as a “flight.” My flight was amazing. Not all of the flights fit well together. Many
have problems with arguing, which makes it difficult when a large part of the training is
team building. Our flight was great at team building, and we hardly ever argued. I can
positively say (along with the 42 other women in my flight) that the reason we performed
so well was because of the power of prayer. Not everyone in my flight was religious, but
we all prayed, every day. People don’t realize how difficult it is to go from talking to your
family all day every day, whether it be in person or on the phone, to not hearing them at
all. Not hearing your loved ones’ voices for weeks at a time was something that we all
deeply struggled with. But, it brought all of us close together, thanks to God. Our day to
day life was pretty simple. We did whatever our military training instructors(MTIs) told
us to do. Folding laundry, scrubbing toilets, marching for hours, studying from our basic
military training study guides (BMTSGs), making hospital corners on our beds, and so
much more. Between being yelled at, missing family, and being in an entirely new
environment, we needed the strength of prayer. Mondays through Saturdays, we did
what was required of us. But, on Sundays, we got easier days. We still had cleaning and
studying to do, but we were given the opportunity to go to church. The Air Force base
offered so many church services for the thousands of airmen on base. Catholic services,
Protestant services, Buddhist services, Wicca services, any service imaginable. Those
few hours that we had once a week were the most important hours of our lives. We all
would leave for the morning, go to our different services, and come back for the day to
clean, bond, and talk about God.
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Top: Catherine and her
father, Peter, BJAMS
Upper School teacher, on
her graduation day from
the Air National Guard.
Bottom: Catherine
in 8th Grade

During my time at basic military training, I frequently thought of BJAMS and
everything that it did for me. I thought about how close it brought me to God and the
friendships that I made during the time I spent there. I believe it shows how important it
is to be brought up in a strong community and with a strong connection to God.
BJAMS set the course for me and my experience there helped me achieve my goal
of joining the Air Force National Guard. Throughout my three years at Bishop Marshall,
I learned how to take notes, how to study and prepare for exams, and how to properly
manage my time. It taught me to be a selfless and compassionate person. I was able to
learn these things by giving to my community through the school. We visited nursing
homes, participated in local food drives, and helped at the VFW. It meant a lot to the
people we helped and it showed me that no matter who you are or what you do, you can
always help those in your community.
Now that I have completed my initial military training, I am in the Air Force National
Guard. This allows me to be a full-time nursing student at the University of Southern
Maine, and be a member of the military one weekend a month and during the summer!
My college is fully paid for and I have the outstanding opportunity to be a part of
something bigger than myself. Because of the military, I have met some of the best and
kindest people and, because of the foundation that I have, I have a bright future ahead!
After I get my Bachelor’s degree and get my Registered Nurse license, I would like to
either be an ICU nurse or a traveling nurse. I want to eventually further my education by
becoming a Nurse Practitioner or a Physician's Assistant. I’m excited to have the
opportunity to travel the world and become part of an outstanding career. I wouldn’t
have made it to where I am now without the strong foundation that BJAMS built for me.
I will always be grateful for everything that wonderful school did for me. All of my
ambitions and goals in life are there because of the student and person that Bishop
Marshall made me. I am incredibly thankful.

This Page: Catherine with
members of her flight
during technical training.

WHERE ARE
THEY NOW?
BJAMS loves catching
up with our alumni!
If you know an alum that we should
connect with and feature in the
next Compass, let us know!
Bishop Marshall School
Director of Enrollment and Marketing
jnordenson@bjams.org
(802) 888-4758 ext. 232
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Music Grows at BJAMS
By Holly Boucher

It was a rainy September night in 1985 and it was instrument demo night at my elementary school. My
parents were going to let me play an instrument! I had always loved the flute and I couldn’t wait to give it
a try! I didn’t waste a second in the car on the way home. I pulled out the mouthpiece and started to blow
on it. I think my mom may have started to reconsider her decision!
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Throughout my first year in band, many of my fellow bandmates

I start as young as our pre-kindergarten and kindergarten classes.

dropped out. They didn’t like the idea of ‘working’ at learning their

I introduce them to music with color-coordinated bells and music

instrument. I was the first in my family to be allowed the privilege of

specially written for them to match up with their color-coordinated

playing a school instrument, so I wanted to work hard even though

bells. They begin to learn how to read music, how to recognize their

my parents never pushed me either way and they let me go at my

individual note, when to play the note at the right time, and realize

own pace. I was determined and my music teacher, Miss Grant, was

their note is part of the whole song and that they play an important

amazing. She supported me and she was tough, but you learned a

part in the song.

lot from her. I use a lot of her techniques today as the instrumental

In first grade, I continue teaching the rudimentary elements of

band director for Bishop Marshall School. I’ve even incorporated her

instrument playing by progressing from bells to boomwhackers –

street beat for the BJAMS marching band!

colorful plastic tubes of varying sizes that are struck on the floor, your

I continued to practice and play the flute through elementary

hand, leg, or chair – just not each other! Just the sound of the name

school and into high school. With some hard-earned babysitting

is cool and intriguing to a first grader and they can’t wait to play! The

money, I decided I wanted to upgrade my instrument to a higher

sound of a boomwhacker is unique and adds an interesting sound to

quality model and rented a new flute from Ellis music. I wasn’t

the background of a musical composition. Together, we continue to

expecting that I would need to relearn everything again on the new

learn how to follow music and how our individual part of the song

flute, but I did. After much practicing, I had my first music recital

adds to the entire piece.

using the new flute. As I was playing, I looked up to see my mother in

In second grade, we begin what I like to call “bridging to band” by

the audience with her mouth open in awe. At the end of the recital, I

learning to play the recorder. Up to this point, students have learned

found her talking to the Ellis dealer and writing a check to pay off the

the basics of reading musical notes. The second graders now start

new flute. This is when I knew for sure my Mom was my biggest fan!

applying this by reading music on the staff, learning what the different

How does this history play a part in what I do now? From an

types of notes are – whole, quarter, half notes and the different types

early age, music became a large part of who I am. I always wanted

of rests – and how they form together to create beautiful musical

to teach music in some way and now have that opportunity as the

phrases that make up an entire piece. During the last recorder class

Bishop Marshall School band director. I feel that music education can

of the year, I let the second graders explore all of the different band

never start too early so that is why three years ago I began exposing

instruments. This is their favorite day in music for sure! They have

our youngest BJAMS students to instrumental music in addition to

been watching the older kids with instruments and now they have the

their weekly choral music instruction.

opportunity to hold them, feel how heavy they are, and even get to try
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to play the instrument. This helps them decide whether they might

party after the concert to celebrate their hard work!

want to join the school band next year in third grade. Some of them

I have had the pleasure of being a part of the BJAMS community

may change their mind over the summer and some change ideas of

since my son, David, joined second grade in 2012. I became the band

instruments, but that is all part of the process. Giving the kids the

director in 2015. Music is one of my passions and I love being able to

chance to explore all of the instruments lets them have a final choice

share this with the students of Bishop Marshall. Now, I am starting to

as to what and if they want to play.

see the benefits of introducing instrumental music to students way

Band officially begins in third grade and instrumental music

before they get to pick an instrument in third grade. My first year

lessons become optional. Those who want to join (with parental

as band director I had 11 students, jumping to 14 the next year, and

permission) may choose their instrument. For the 3rd graders, just

last year we ended with 17 band members. This year’s third graders

joining is a big undertaking. Not only do they need to learn their

began learning instrumental music with me when they were in first

new instrument, they have to learn music for the Christmas concert

grade, developing a knowledge of music and rhythm and what I also

that arrives all too quickly! With hard work and determination, these

hope will become a lifelong love. At the beginning of the year, when

young students are always prepared for their first concert as a band

it came time for the third graders to decide if they would like to

member. I am always sure to stay true to my motto, “make it fun or

continue their journey in music by joining the band, all but four third

they’ll run.” I want to make sure that while I’m pushing the kids to

graders decided to join, making our band 28 strong!

learn their music and practice that they are also having fun. It needs

I am truly grateful for the opportunity to teach music here at

to be fun for the kids and a learning experience at the same time. If

BJAMS and I look forward to continuing to see the music program

we have to have an afterschool rehearsal, I make sure the kids get

grow!

a fun snack and I ask them about their day. We always have a pizza
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SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY

Whether it’s a fifth grader reading a story to
a kindergartner or an eighth-grade stacking
wood in our local community, BJAMS
students embrace the Gospel message of
helping and loving one another. Here are just
some of the ways our students served our
local community and beyond.

Eighth grader Molly Wilson spends
time on Saturday mornings serving
breakfast to teens at Spectrum Youth
and Family Services in Burlington.

Several of our service projects
throughout the year benefit our local
food shelf, Lamoille Community Food
Share. We often collect non-perishable
food items to donate during wholeschool food drives or classes might
bake together such as the fifth graders
shown above baking muffins to donate.
Grades six through eight helped
Stowe Land Trust restore parts
of their trail system that was
destroyed by windstorms.

Eighth graders help serve lunch for
an event at the Morrisville VFW.

The 8th graders helped stack wood for
the United Way of Lamoille County’s
Firewood project. The firewood is
distributed to a local family in need.

In the fall, a group
of students held a
bake sale of sorts
at the Alchemist in
Stowe. Cookies were
donated by BJAMS
families and then sold
with all money raised
donated to Cookies
for Kids Cancer,
an organization
that raises money
for children’s
cancer research.

Third graders collected items and
assembled boxes for Operation
Christmas Child, an organization that
distributes gift-filled shoeboxes to
needy children around the world.

During Catholic Schools Week this year,
students in each class participated in various
community service projects such as tying
fleece blankets to give to infants in the local
hospital, making dog toys to donate to the
local animal shelter, and a coin drive for
St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital.

22

Compass

Winter 2019

BJAMS
Tumblers
By Molly Wilson, BJAMS 8th Grader

I

began a tumbling program at Bishop Marshall School last March because
I love gymnastics. Because I’m not a certified coach and at the time our
school only had two mats, I figured that a good place to start would be

a beginner tumbling class. In this class I could teach younger students the
basics of tumbling, like cartwheels, walkovers, and roundoffs. I decided to
begin with the younger students to ensure the class wouldn’t be too large and
so I would be able to properly spot and support the kids’ full weight while
they learn these new skills. The class quickly grew to over fifteen students in
grades kindergarten through second. Each student paid a $20 per month fee
for the weekly class and all proceeds went to buying more equipment. I was
able to purchase more mats and even bought a floor beam.
Every Monday at 3:15 I would have my group of kids come in and we’d
have a ten-minute warmup and stretch followed by a five-minute snack. Then,
we dedicated our time until class was over at 4:00 to learning new skills and
improving old ones. At the end of the school year we held a celebration of all
their hard work. The kids presented their new skills to their parents in a show
and each child received a medal.
This program has helped me grow as a coach and as a person. I have
benefited immensely from working with these younger kids. They have taught
me patience and compassion. I love all the kids I have worked with. It’s an
amazing experience to watch a kid’s face when they achieve a new skill. The
amount of energy and excitement they have at the beginning of each class is
awesome. I am very grateful to be their coach.
This program has grown beyond my expectations. Last year it was
exciting for us when our new equipment arrived from the money we raised.
This year, I’m hoping to grow this program from a tumbling class into a
gymnastics class. I would like to have longer classes and expand the grade
levels to fifth grade. For beginners, I plan to have a structured class similar
to last year and then students with more intermediate skills will have a less
structured class that will allow them to use the equipment with supervision
and optional help. Now that I am 14, I am planning to take coaching courses
through USA Gymnastics so that I am more qualified to spot and support
the kids. I will be graduating from BJAMS this year and I hope to pass the
program on to others after I leave. I hope the program continues to prosper
and can become a sport offered by our school. Eventually, I want the class
to be opened to all grades and to be a competitive middle school program.
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Enrolling Now for 2019-2020
Kindergarten screening is March 14th! Reserve your spot now at www.bjams.org

High Academic Standards · Dedicated Faculty · Families of All Faiths
Tuition-Assistance Grants · Mathematics · Religion · Language Arts · History
French · Science · Technology · Art · Music · Drama · PE · Soccer · Basketball
Cross-Country Ski Program · Alpine Ski / Snowboard Program
Concert & Marching Band · Full Day Kindergarten
Full Day or Half Day Pre-Kindergarten

Bishop John A. Marshall School educates children of all
faiths to achieve academic excellence, challenging them
to fully develop their God-given talents with commitment
to truth, compassion, self-discipline, and love for all, in
accordance with the teachings of the Catholic Church.

www.BJAMS.org

@BJAMSvt

