
Dear   BJAMS   Families,  
We   welcome   you   wholeheartedly   to   the   2020-21   After   School   Program,   or   more   affectionately  
known   to   all   of   us   as,   ASP.  
ASP   is   such   a   sensitive   time   for   students.   Some   students   may   need   to   attend   daily   because   of  
their   parent’s   jobs   while   others   may   pop   in   here   or   there.   Whatever   the   situation,   BJAMS   is  
happy   to   provide   this   service   to   your   child   and   family.   This   year,   we   will   be   making   it   a   huge  
priority   to   be   outside   for   September   and   October   (weather   dependent).   This   way,   we   can  
physically   distance   and   follow   the   state   guidelines   for   facial   coverings   easily.   Your   child’s   needs  
are   important   to   us.   We   want   them   to   feel   comfortable,   engaged,   and   refreshed   when   they   leave  
to   go   home   with   you.   If   you   need   more   information   about   pick   up,   emergency   COVID   symptom  
procedures,   or   how   all   of   this   is   supposed   to   work   please   review   the    ASP   Parent   Handbook.  
 
We   realize   that   many   other   extracurricular   activities   aren’t   happening   on   or   off   school   grounds,  
so   this   is   a   perfect   opportunity   to   make   some   changes   to   our   current   offerings   to   the   BJAMS  
ASP.   We   will   still   begin   with   a   healthy   snack   available   for   purchase   or   you   may   bring   your   own.  
We   will   offer    students   the   opportunity   to   complete   homework,   but   this   year   we’ll   also   offer   a  
different   enrichment   activity   everyday   if   your   student   would   like   to   participate.   We   have  
developed   a   detailed   enrichment   calendar   for   every   day   of   the   week.   Right   now,   you   will   see  
September   -   December.   We   will   continue   to   add   to   the   calendar   as   the   year   progresses.   
Mr.   Mark   Stein,   our   new   ASP   Co-Director,   will   start   off   the   year   leading   two   enrichment  
activities   a   week.   One   is   a   fascinating    Role   Playing   Game    while   the   other   is   a   S.T.E.M.   based  
activity,    Creating   Flying   Objects .   We   will   have   guest   teachers   or   master   gardeners   (outside   and  
virtually   only)   helping   our   students   learn   to   knit,   start   the   school   community   garden   project,   and  
cook   and   bake.   Get   ready   to   be   in   the   culinary   lab   once   a   week,   especially   as   the   snow   flies.   Mrs.  
Tomlinson,   Co-Director,   will   be   educating   the   kids   in    ART   101 ,   nothing   compared   to   Mrs.  
O’Neil,   but   super   fun   nonetheless.   Be   prepared   to   walk   home   with   some   pretty   cool   art!  
 
Are   you   wondering   who   your   children   will   be   with   everyday?   Let’s   meet   our   staff!!  
 
Mrs.   Michelle   Hines-Tomlinson-   (Co-Director)  
Michelle   isn’t   a   stranger   to   BJAMS   with   daughter   Avery   and   son   Riley   enrolled   in   the   school   since   Kindergarten  
and   now   going   into   6th   and   3rd   grade   respectively.    Michelle   has   served   for   five   years   on   the   Board   of   Trustees,  
helped   manage   the   PTO   for   the   last   couple   of   years,   and   is   the   Development   Coordinator   for   the   school   facilitating  
the   school’s   Annual   Fund,   seeking   grant   opportunities,   and   organizing   the   annual   BASH   fundraiser.   Some   might   say  
that   she   has   now   taken   on   her   most   important   role   for   the   school   as   a   Co-Director   for   the   Afterschool   Program.  
Michelle   and   her   husband   have   resided   in   Vermont   for   the   last   18   years.   They   moved   here   from   Maui   and   have  
never   looked   back.   They   are   both   professional   chefs   and   love   to   cook   and   bake   for   anyone   who   is   willing   to   eat.  
Michelle   has   an   AAS   in   Baking   and   Pastry   Arts   and   a   BAS   in   Foodservice   Management.   She   has   two   cake  
businesses   ,   The   Cakery   Vermont   specializing   in   wedding   and   celebration   cakes,   Baby   Bundts   of   Vermont  
specializing   in   gluten   free/dairy   free   baking.     “Baking   has   always   been   my   life,   but   once   we   had   kids   it   slowly  
started   to   shift.   BJAMS   has   given   my   children   so   much.   All   we   want   to   do   is   give   back.”  

https://www.bjams.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/ASP-Parent-Handbook-2020-2021.pdf


Two   years   ago,   it   seemed   that   life   wasn’t   full   enough,   so   they   added   another   member   to   their   family.   Their   daughter,  
Emme,   can   be   found   terrorizing   Mrs.   Wilson’s   or   Mrs.   Nordenson’s   office   or   stealing   the   classroom   compost   bins  
while   wandering   the   halls   like   a   free   range   chicken.   
Michelle   grew   up   in   urban   Michigan   and   everyday   loves   to   wake   up   to   her   panoramic   view   of   the   mountains.   In   her  
free   time   she   enjoys   hiking,   biking,   running,   reading   (if   she   can   keep   her   eyes   open),   and   laughing   a   lot.   
 
Mr.   Mark   Stein-   (Co-Director)  

Born   to   a   Jewish   family   in   Wisconsin   in   1968,   Mark’s   passion   for   working   with   children   began   when   he   was   still   a  
child,   performing   as   a   magician   at   younger   childrens’   birthday   parties,   teaching   magic   and   performing   arts   at   a   local  
youth   center,   and   eventually   working   with   the   Special   Olympics   in   elementary   and   middle   school.   Mark   moved   to  
New   York   City   in   1987,   studied   for   two   years   at   The   Jewish   Theological   Seminary,   and   went   on   to   graduate   from  
Columbia   University   in   1991   with   a   Bachelor’s   in   Philosophy.   After   demonstrating   a   distinct   lack   of   aptitude   for  
waitering   and   bartending,   Mark   went   on   to   earn   a   Master’s   Degree   in   Early   Childhood   and   Elementary   Education  
from   the   Bank   Street   School   of   Education   in   1999.   Mark’s   teaching   career   in   New   York   included   public   and   private  
settings   with   children   from   preschool   to   eighth   grade,   and   work   as   a   private   educational   consultant   to   schools   and  
families.   Since   moving   to   Vermont   in   2009,   Mark   has   worked   as   a   lead   teacher   and   Academic   Interventionist   in  
public   and   private   schools   around   the   state.   Mark   is   also   an   accomplished   performer   and   performing   arts   instructor,  
and   a   Vermont   Council   on   the   Arts   Teaching   Artist.   Since   2015   Mark   has   been   a   teaching   artist   with   The   Flynn  
Center   for   the   Performing   Arts,   doing   arts   integration   related   to   Student   Matinees   at   The   Flynn,   and   professional  
development   workshops   with   teachers   around   the   state.   Mark   was   an   improv   comedian   with   the   Vermont   Comedy  
Club,   and   continues   to   perform   as   a   storyteller   at   events   around   Vermont.   Mark   lives   in   Burlington   with   his   wife  
Hyon   Joo   Yoo,   a   film   studies   professor   at   UVM.   When   he   isn’t   working,   Mark   enjoys   spending   time   in   the   woods,  
and   making   props,   toys,   masks   and   magic   tricks   in   his   workshop   at   home.   Mark   is   absolutely   thrilled   to   join   the  
team   at   BJAMS!  

Ms.   Cassandra   Morgan-   (ASP   Staff)  
My   whole   life   I   have   helped   with   younger   children,   including   4   siblings,   being   in   (similar   programs   &/or   ASP)   as   a  
child.   In   2019   I   was   called   to   love   at   BJAMS,   where   I   feel   well   blessed   by   relationships   with   you   (all)!  
 
Mrs.   Jessica   Titcomb-   (ASP   Staff)  
I   grew   up   in   Pennsylvania   and   moved   to   Vermont   in   2009.   After   getting   my   Master's   Degree   in   Education   and  
Montessori   Diploma,   I   opened   The   Barn   School   in   Westford,   an   independent   K-5   school.    There,   I   served   as  
administration   and   as   a   teacher.    My   husband   and   I   have   four   kids,   and   when   I'm   not   busy   spending   time   with   them,  
I   enjoy   running,   photography,   cooking,   and   watercolor   painting.   
 
Ms.   Emma   Frost-   (ASP   Staff)  
I'm   Emma   Frost,   I'm   going   into   my   junior   year   at   Sterling   College.   I'm   studying   agriculture   education   with   the   hope  
of   becoming   an   elementary   school   teacher.   I   come   from   a   small   town   in   central   Massachusetts.   I   really   love  
gardening   and   just   recently   completed   an   internship   at   Heritage   Museum   and   Gardens,   a   botanical   garden   in  
Sandwich   Mass.I   really   enjoy   the   outdoors,   and   love   to   swim   and   hike.   
 
 
 


