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GeoBee Results – Congratulations to our first-place winner, eighth grader, Gabe Carlson!  Way to go, 

Gabe! 

Lip Sync Battle – Three cheers to all of our Pre-K to 8th grade participants!  They did a great job and 

showed amazing team skills and self confidence in performing before the entire school! 

Found - Silver-and-violet-bead bracelet in the multipurpose room.  If it is yours, please see Mrs. Kohl in 

the school office. 

FACTS Application - The FACTS site opened for 2017-18 tuition-assistance applications on Tues., Jan. 31.  

If you attempted to submit your application earlier than that, please contact their helpful customer service 

representatives at 866-441-4637 to make sure your application went through.  We apologize for any 

inconvenience. 

An opportunity for Catholic Girl and Boy Scouts – Sunday, Feb. 26 at 10 am: Scout Mass with Bishop 

Coyne at St. Joseph Co-Cathedral.  The Bishop is seeking scouts to serve the Mass as readers, altar 

servers, and gift bearers.  Also, there will be a spring retreat for scouts on May 5, 6, and 7 with a vocation 

theme, for ages 11 and up.  Please email Marcia Ely at marciaaely@gmail.com if interested in either event. 

Little Laxers and Big Laxers- I am hoping to hold "Littler Laxers" again this spring (May timeframe).  

This is a free, co-ed Sunday afternoon introduction to lacrosse for boys and girls in grades K-2.   We had a 

lot of fun last year!  Additionally, I would like to see if there is enough interest in creating a U-11 team for 

older girls and older boys (ages: 8-10) with the potential for practices and a few scrimmages against local 

club teams.  Please contact me at katiemarvin@live.com, as we are just curious about how many may be 

interested.  (You don't have to write to me if you are interested in Little Laxers.  I'll ask for your student's 

registration in April).   Also, I am seeking some help from  parents who want to volunteer to be either a U-

11 boys or girls coach.  I will help, set up a scrimmage and guide them, but would need a coach for each 

team.  Thanks!     ~ Katie Marvin 

Basketball News - The 1/2 grade basketball season is finished; there will be no more practices for 1/2 

grades.  We will be having a basketball appreciation day on Friday, February 17 during morning assembly 

at 8:05 a.m.  PLEASE BRING IN UNIFORMS THAT DAY!  Other teams are still playing this season, so please 

come out and cheer them on! 

Soccer News - Be sure to read to the end of Friday Notes for this sport's news! 

Cross Country Ski Program - Volunteers are needed for 5th and  6th grade Tuesday mornings, as well 

as 7th and 8th grades on Wednesdays. If you'd like to come ski with the kids, or just assist the kids for a 

few minutes in between sessions getting their boots on/off, please contact Barry Lyden.  No commitment 

necessary, any time you have between 10:15-noon is great for the kids, and super fun! Please email Barry 

at: Drlydes@aol.com or text 802-272-8789. 

                   Mass at BJAMS 

Wed., 2/8 8:15am  Celebrant: Fr. Brian O'Donnell 

           Lunch Menu: Feb. 6-10 

Mon. 2/6:      Whole grain fish patty on whole wheat bun, 

  sweet potato fries, green beans  

Tues. 2/7:     Chicken noodle soup, whole wheat roll, 

  crackers, veggie sticks 

Wed., 2/8: Salad bar, whole wheat roll, pasta, chick 

  peas  

Thurs., 2/9: Taco bar w/toppings, refried beans, corn 

Fri., 2/10: Italian sub, whole grain pretzels, sun butter, 

  veggie sticks  

I'm happy to report that I saw my shadow 

on Feb. 2 and we will have 6 more weeks 

of skiing, snowboarding, ice skating and 
winter fun!  ~ Punxsutawney Phil 



Pertussis (Whooping Cough) - We've learned that there has been an outbreak of pertussis (ten 

confirmed cases recently) at Mater Christi in Burlington.  Additionally we've been advised that there is now 

pertussis in the Burlington public schools.  To help families learn more about this disease and recognize the 

symptoms, please note the following:  Pertussis is a highly contagious respiratory disease and is known for 

uncontrollable, violent coughing which often makes it hard to breathe. After fits of many coughs, a 

person with pertussis often needs to take deep breaths which result in a "whooping" sound. Pertussis can 

affect people of all ages, but can be very serious, even deadly, for babies less than a year old. The best 

way to protect against pertussis is by getting vaccinated.  

 Symptoms: The disease usually starts five to 21 days after exposure to the bacterium. Initial 

symptoms include cold-like symptoms and maybe a mild cough or fever. In babies, the cough can be 

minimal or even not present. In its early stages pertussis appears to be nothing more than a common cold, 

so it is often not suspected or diagnosed until more severe symptoms appear. As the disease progresses 

over the course of a week or two, the traditional symptoms of pertussis may appear. Pertussis can cause 

violent and rapid coughing, over and over, until the air is gone from the lungs causing a loud "whooping" 

sound on inhalation. The whoop is not present in all cases. Sometimes the extreme coughing fits (called 

paroxysm) are followed by episodes of vomiting. These coughing fits make it hard to eat, drink, breathe, 

and, as they are more pronounced at night, to sleep. However, in-between episodes, the person seems 

well. The coughing fits become more common and worsen as the illness continues, sometimes for many 

weeks or months. The prolonged cough is associated with the toxin that was produced by the bacteria. 

Even if antibiotics are prescribed to kill the bacteria, the cough may persist. 

 

Save the Dates: 

� Basketball Appreciation Day - Friday, February 17 at 8:05 a.m. morning assembly 

� No School - Winter Recess - Mon., Feb. 27 through Fri., March 3  

� Trimester Ends - Thurs., March 9  

� No School / Staff Development - Fri., March 10 

� Half Day - Thurs., March 16 (dismissal promptly at noon) 

� Report Cards - Fri., March 17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Feast of St. Blaise - February 3 

 

BBuussiinneessss  OOffffiiccee  RReemmiinnddeerr::    ZZeerroo  BBaallaannccee  FFrriiddaayyss!!      AAllll  HHoott  LLuunncchh//AASSPP  cchhaarrggeess  

mmuusstt  bbee  ppaaiidd  iinn  ffuullll  ttoo  eennssuurree  cchhaarrggiinngg  pprriivviilleeggeess  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  wweeeekk..  



BJAMS PTO MEETING MINUTES: Jan. 26, 2017 
 

 
In Attendance: Peri Armando, Brooke Wright, Tese Ziminsky, Carrie Wilson, Lee Lee Robinson, 
Heather Gentle (briefly) 
 

1. Field Trips: 
Tese: Send faculty information ahead of staff mtg and then do a Q&A at mtg 
Suggested Guidelines for field trips:  

� One month notice about a field trip that needs payment 
� Will have to charge for these trips because of fundraising deficit 
� At the beginning of the year teachers can inform families what to expect for field trips 
� Class parent could be in charge of communicating to class all the criteria  

Peabody Field Trip for 7 and 8 Grades: 
� Even though the Peabody trip was last minute, it went so well 
� Robbie will hopefully visit Peabody over April break with his grandfather 

 
2. Forms for Field Trips: 

� Non-refundable payment, even if child misses trip 
� Chaperones not charged 
� PTO form to request money. Carrie will help with a text box on permission slip 
� Will show what PTO has paid for - a portion or all of expenses 

 
3. Class fundraising ideas: 

� Each class will fundraise for themselves 
� Class parent will help organize fundraiser 
� Class parent meeting in fall with PTO/ Tese 
� So parents know about fundraising and responsibilities  

 
4. What does PTO pay for? 

� General account will pay for all-school events such as assemblies, guest residencies, fun 
 day 

� Classes are responsible for their own special activities and field trips, i.e.: tickets and bus 
 fees 

� Fifth grade field trip is expensive, how should it be paid for 
� Pirate/Princess dance will be skipped this year due to funding and lack of volunteer oversight 

 
5. 8th Grade funds 

� 8th Grade has $1800; they need $3500 
� Tese to send a follow-up email to Holly, Peter, Nickie and PTO about what they need 

 financially  
6. 2017-18 PTO 

� Kate Curran and Regina Shinners want to run PTO 
� Bylaws need to be reviewed and positions need to be voted on 
� Propose a 7:30am meeting so more people can attend 
� Tese to help with transition year, maybe co-presidents 

 
7. Flower Fundraiser through Claussen’s 

� Michelle Tomlinson will run this 
� Nickie will email Michelle about the fundraiser, in late May 
� Spring flower fundraising of plants, annuals, perennials 
� Claussen’s donates flowers for Bash 

 
 
 
 



8. Citrus Sale 
� 7th Grade Fundraiser  
� Heather Gentle will help organize 

 
9. Internet Safety 

� March 2nd meeting with parents with a detective about internet safety, March 15th a 
 presentation for kids 

� That way parents can hear it before students, especially sensitive for the 5-8th Grade  
� BJAMS health care providers to give informative talks for parents, i.e., Rick Barnett 
� Helpful tools to learn what to look out for; parents learn to keep up with technology  
� Medical, psychological, law enforcement pieces will be covered 
� Could be offered to the community  

 
10. Overview of Dec. 20 Christmas Celebration Day 

� Tese got feedback from students: Kids loved their class parties, Secret Santa presents $5 
 minimum went well 

� 12 Days of Christmas became a “screaming match”, but students had fun 
� Santa visited and parents loved having him come to school 
� Movies went well with popcorn snacks 

 
11. PTO Fundraising Table during Catholic Schools week 

� Tese & Peri will sell raffle tickets for spirit bag, proceeds to go to ceramics residency  
� Tese to make sign for raffle proceeds go to ceramics residency  
� Peri will sell cinch bags, Peri to advertise bag on Facebook to promote it 
� Incentives for donating to PTO? 

 
12. Social Club: Winter Ball 

� Charged $5 per student = $180 total entry fees at Winter Ball 
� DJ cost $250, fell short 
� Could be $10 a dance 

 
13. Ceramics residency in March 

� Dates and schedule from Carrie 
� Peri will get Heather Sterns’ bio 
� Need $1150 to pay for residency 
� Need parent volunteers. Polly Allen willing to help 
� Tese to email Polly Allen volunteer, cc Peri, make Google doc for parent volunteers  
� Tese will make signs that are the same as the Google doc 

 
14. Scholastic Book Fair during Catholic Schools Week 

� Casey Dewey - we have enough points for every student to get a free book 
� Tese will make a coupon to get a free paperback book 
� Tese will talk to teachers to get their books by Thursday 

 
15. Banking Mondays 
Tese to follow up with Nicole for Banking on Mondays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

February 3, 2017 

 

 

Dear Bishop Marshall School community,  

 

I am sorry to say that I will be resigning from my post shortly as your Director of Advancement and want to 

thank you all for your support over the years.  Collectively, you help create an amazing school community and 

how blessed we are to have an educational option like Bishop Marshall School right here in our special corner 

of Vermont!  

 

Your children are cherished at this school.  I can say that because I am among the people who get to appreciate 

them throughout the day.  Sometimes it is seeing them skip down the hallway to the water fountain.  

Sometimes it is listening to classmates having a disagreement about who “got there first”.  Sometimes it’s 

observing the special bond between friends exchanging lunch items.  I’ve grown to love many of your 

children’s personalities and little “ism’s”.  Whether the slightly disheveled student clunking through the front 

door in his or her untied shoes, or the child who is scared to death to read in front of the school community at 

Mass but gets behind that podium and nails it, I get to silently celebrate those victories with them and have 

truly enjoyed that. 

 

I love your kids.  I care about them.  I want each and every one of them to become the best possible version of 

him-or-her self.  The great part about Bishop Marshall School is that I’m not alone in these sentiments.  You 

are at a school where this is the norm among school employees rather than the exception, and it is that 

foundation of love inspired by our mission as a Catholic school that enables all kinds of unique things to take 

place here.   

 

I hope you know the impact every person has on the well-being and future of Bishop Marshall School.  For 

example, we have had some major wins recently with the school’s admissions and we believe a lot of that has 

to do with what you’re doing out in the community -- whether by word or action.  Just as in how our entire 

body is personally impacted by something as insignificant as a stinging paper cut, similarly is your impact on 

“the body” of Bishop Marshall School.  When you participate in a program or answer that call for help, we 

bring the entire school forward.   

 

We could not have a better leader for this school than Carrie Wilson.  She is the heartbeat that keeps the life 

running through the halls.  She loves every student here and is constantly striving to help each of them grow.   

 

Although I will no longer be an employee at the school, my children (current and future) will remain enrolled; 

my family will remain on the board; and I will remain in close communication with Carrie, as we work to 

facilitate a smooth transition with the person who will take my place.   

 

As an alum of the school, thank you for all you do for Bishop Marshall School and for helping us continue 

moving the school forward. 

 

Warmly, 

 

Ben Olsen ‘99 

 

 



SOCCER INFORMATION 
 

Coach Buczek and the Vermont United Soccer Academy is pleased to announce the 2017 Winter Train-and- 

Play program.  The train-and-play program is designed to sharpen your individual skills while using the 

learned skills during game play.   Each session is 1 hour and broken down into 25 minutes of skill 

development and 25 minutes of game play to ensure our athletes are able to stretch and prepare correctly 

for competition.  The cost is $65.00 per person for the 6 training sessions.  Training sessions will occur in 

the multipurpose room at Bishop Marshall School.  Please have your player bring a water bottle and a ball.   

Sign-ups are by registration form (attached on the following page).  The last day to register is Friday, 

Feb. 24.  Please include payment with your registration form and bring it with you on the first day of 

training.  If you have any questions, please e-mail Coach Buczek at: coachbuczek@gmail.com.   

Training sessions are for both boys and girls.  Space is limited so please e-mail Coach Buczek to lock 

in your spot and he will e-mail a confirmation to you. 

 

 

Winter Tune up for Soccer:  

 

    Tuesdays: March 7, 14, 21, 28, April 4, April 11.   

 Grades 3/4 3:15-4:15 5/6 4:15-5:15 

 

 

       Thursdays: March 9, 16, 23, 30, April 6, April 13.   

       Grades 7/8 3:30-4:30  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vermont United Soccer Academy 
 

Participant’s Name:_________________________________     Date of Birth:______________ 

 
School:___________________________________________     Grade:_____________ 

 
Mailing Address:_________________________________________________________ 

 
City:______________________________ State:_____________ Zip Code:__________ 

 

Name of Parent(s)________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Number:______________________ Cell:____________________________ 
 

Email:_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Insurance Information: ____________________________   ___________________________ 

           Name of insured                             Insurance Company                               

 

       _______________________________                 ________________ 

                Insurance Policy #                        DOB 

 

 

 

I hereby approve my child’s participation in Vermont United Soccer Academy at Bishop John A. 

Marshall School.  In the event that a medical emergency occurs and I am not on the premises or 

cannot be contacted, I give my permission to secure medical attention.  Also, I do hereby 

release Vermont United Soccer Academy, Brian Buczek and all of the clinic instructors of all 

liabilities due to injury or illness.   

 
 
Parent Signature:__________________________________________ Date:_______________ 

 
 
Cash:__________  

 
Check #:__________  (Please make check payable to: Vermont United Soccer Academy) 

 
 

 
 
I would like to receive information regarding admissions to Bishop John A. Marshall School.  
 

 
Yes: _________                                     No thank you:_________ 

 

 

 



 
 

  


