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The classrooms are my favorite place to be in the 
whole school.  Learning walks, or my “rounds” as I 
affectionately call them, allow me to connect with 

students as learners, which is something I really miss being 
part of since becoming a principal seven years ago.  Sure, I 
have found ways here and there to get my “teaching fix” – but 
my visits each day in classrooms allow me to witness firsthand 
the impact our amazing teachers have on the lives and learning 
of our students.  From scavenger hunting in PE class to proofs 
in Geometry, I love to observe learning and be part of it.

This year, I took my love of the classroom a step further and explored some options at a few universities and colleges, seeking 

ways to expand my own knowledge relative to schools and how children learn by completing the required coursework for an 

additional endorsement on my educator’s license.  There are so many options out there and I was impressed by each institution’s 

commitment to helping their prospective students realize their maximum potential.  I settled on a college that aligns perfectly with 

my vision and philosophy, located right here in the green mountain state – St. Michael’s College.  St. Michael’s is a Catholic college, 

located in Colchester.  Its beautiful campus, coupled with an engaging faculty, made my decision quite easy.  

Having completed a Master’s degree there ten years ago, I was no stranger to St. Michael’s.  However, I was surprised to learn 

how things had evolved since the spring of 2004!  All coursework is now submitted online, via the Dropbox system.  My class had its 

own web page where announcements were made and documents were shared.  While I consider myself to be fairly comfortable with 

technology and all it has to offer, I found myself in a learning curve that I needed to figure out quickly.  

This was an important experience for me.  While I always recognized the importance of technology for learning, I was a bit 

tentative with introducing it to our Bishop Marshall students.  “They will lose their interpersonal skills!” and “Don’t they have 

computer access at home?” and “The Internet will corrupt our children!” were thoughts running through my head as we embarked 

on the technology trek.  While the thoughts still ran (and occasionally run) through my mind, I moved forward, knowing that 

twenty-first century learners need twenty-first century tools.  My class this spring taught me the importance of staying current with 

technology.  I won’t have to worry about our eighth graders heading to high school, attempting to navigate a Dropbox, struggling with 

Prezi presentations, and being stumped by iMovie software. 

In this issue, you will read about the completion of our Technology Plan and its impact on students and their learning.  Our new 

computer lab is more than just a lab – it’s a classroom where students not only learn, but learn how to showcase and enrich their 

learning.  It’s been a very exciting year for us and I look forward to staying on top of initiatives that will allow for feedback, questions, 

goals, reflection, planning, and most importantly: learning.

          Warmly,
          Carrie Wilson

A Message from the Head of School
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I
n last summer’s issue of The Compass, you read about the 

three phases of our technology plan.  As you recall, phase 

one included the updating of teacher technology and the 

introduction of document readers in each classroom.  Phase two 

involved the piloting of Apple TV and SMART boards in three 

classrooms.  Phase three, the final phase of our plan, was the 

most involved.  It included the transformation of our combined 

library and French classroom, making room for two separate 

rooms: a multi-media center and a French classroom, complete 

with hallway entrances/exits.  We are thrilled to announce that 

thanks to the architectural work of Greg Paus of Silver Ridge 

Design, the construction work of Michael Isabell of Century 

Building and Renovation, and The Good Steward Foundation 

for the funding of the work and equipment, we have a fully 

functioning computer lab and dedicated space for our French 

program.

With state-of-the-art iMac computers, our students have 

taken their twenty-first century learning to a whole new level!  

Sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students in Mr. Close’s science 

classes have used the multi-media lab and the Sally Ride 

EarthKam program to communicate with the International 

Space Station and took photos of various landforms around 

the world. Using the lab, students were introduced to concepts 

like telemetry, orbiting windows, weather forecasting, latitude, 

longitude and altitude. They were challenged to scan projected 

orbits, to identify obstacles to those orbits, and to select the 

correct orbit for the region in which they were interested. 

Seventh grader Ethan Wright shared, “Last year we studied 

astronomy and space exploration. Communicating with the 

I.S.S. this year gave me the chance to see it in action.” 

Madame Jacobs found that the lab offered enrichment to 

her French classes.  The students practiced French by engaging 

in computer games that focused on vocabulary and sentence 

structure. Eighth grader Veronique Bartlett noted, “I think 

Quizlet really helped me with French by reviewing numbers, 

verbs, and animals.”

There were several opportunities for collaborative learning 

within the school using our new technology.  Seventh and eighth 

graders partnered with the fourth graders to create BJAMS 

movie trailers shooting their own footage and using iMovie 

video editing software.  Students created interview questions, 

focusing on different parts of the school to showcase all the 

great people and events of the school (watch some of the videos 

at www.youtube.com/bishopmarshallschool).  

Third grade recently created informative planet brochures 

to augment their learning relative to the solar system.  Each 

student focused on a planet, and created a travel brochure with 

facts and photos.  Third grader Molly Wilson reflected, “We 

could have just learned about the planets by reading our science 

books. But instead, Mrs. Curran invented a way that made it so 

much more fun and interesting.  I like being creative and the lab 

helps me be more creative!”  Students in third grade worked on 

much, much more in addition to science in the lab.  Josie Simone 

enjoyed practicing her math facts online and shared, “I like 

Technology Center - Complete!
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all of the different math games on multiplication.com because 

there a lots of games to choose from.”  Carson Ring agreed, “The 

multiplication website is great because playing the Pogo game is 

more fun than a worksheet.”

Upper school math teacher Mr. Carlson uses the lab to flip 

two of his classes, allowing students an introduction to the day’s 

math lesson using the computers to initiate the day’s learning, 

which provides initial instruction and practice before settling 

into math class.  This strategy, known sometimes as blended 

learning, gives students more personalized guidance rather than 

generalized instruction, geared toward the whole group.  Students 

can work individually with Mr. Carlson on concepts that need 

more guidance, or, they can move ahead at the pace that works 

best for their understanding.  

Fourth grader Madeleine Ziminsky liked Hour of Code, 

which is an introduction to computer programming.  Madeleine 

really enjoyed learning what goes into the creation of apps – on 

all devices.  Learning how they work was both interesting and 

helped her learn.  Madeleine also enjoyed creating Prezis, which 

is a presentation tool.  “I liked it because I got to make a short 

movie out of a scene in a book and I was able to choose scenes 

and pictures,” shared Madeleine when asked for a sample of her 

favorite computer lab activity.

Podcasts were also a big hit in fourth grade this year.  Students 

worked on creating podcasts to help them learn about Vermont.  

Desirae Barrows indicated, “Podcasts helped me because I hadn’t 

really paid attention to our state and I thought it was really cool 

to learn about it.  And Lucia and I learned a lot about the living 

things in Vermont doing the research!”

Students are very comfortable with all the new technology – 

but what about the teachers?  Professional development time has 

been dedicated to helping teachers embrace this new tool so that 

they may integrate it effectively into their lessons.  At a March 

in-service, Robert Gervais from Johnson State College spent the 

morning with BJAMS teachers highlighting several benefits to 

technology integration.  Complete with time to work in the lab 

with his guidance, Robert provided BJAMS teachers with the 

confidence to enhance the curriculum.  Second grade teacher 

Jennifer Nordenson shared, “Technology is a fantastic tool to help 

students learn and to help teachers teach.  It is one tool of many 

in my teaching toolkit and I have established a new angle on a few 

lessons that have historically been tricky for my second graders.  

We love using the Apple TV and tweeting has been a great way to 

connect with second graders across the country and even around 

the world!”

This has been a very exciting year for the students and 

teachers of our school.  And while we have taken several 

precautions to ensure the safety of our students who utilize the 

Internet, we are incredibly proud of the responsibility shown 

by our students.  There is a genuine appreciation for this new 

technology and it is something our students do not take for 

granted.  Great care is taken by each teacher to guide the students 

as they navigate these new opportunities.  If you have not already 

done so, please stop by to check out our lab in action!  
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Late in the fall of 2012,  one of my second grade 
parents asked me if I’d be interested in making 
crafts with my students to sell at the annual 

BJAMS Christmas Craft Fair and donate the proceeds 
to a person in need. The person she was thinking about was a retired nun living in 
our community who was in need of some financial assistance.  What a wonderful 
opportunity for my students to give back to their community that would also 
come full circle by donating our proceeds to a religious person. I immediately 
said yes and the weeks that followed we were consumed by crafts, crafts, and 
more crafts in second grade! It was a crazy couple of weeks and I had no idea 
how well worthwhile all that craziness was going to be. I set up our craft table 
the night before just like every other vendor there. Once we started selling the 
homemade items my students made, I knew without a doubt we’d be doing this 
again next year since we made $200 for a charitable cause by the end of the day!

Community Service 
in the 2nd Grade

Fast forward to November 2013…
It was time to start planning for the December 6th BJAMS 

Craft Fair.  What would we make?  What organization would 

be the recipient of our proceeds?  I began the planning process 

and began searching for crafts for 7 and 8 year olds to make that 

would be easy to craft and also worth selling.   I decided we’d 

make an assortment of Christmas cards and several different 

Christmas tree ornaments.   Now, where should we donate 

our money?  That had to be the kids’ decision.   First, I asked 

them to brainstorm some different types of people or things 

that needed help.  The list was easy: the elderly, sick children, 

animals, and the poor and homeless.  I then asked them to think 

about what type of people/things they would especially like to 

help.  Many of the students wanted to help animals so it was 

quickly decided that we would donate our money to the local 

animal shelter.  But then something changed…

On November 9, 2013, Dustin Mason, father to our sweet 

pre-k student Kaileigh Mason, passed away in a tragic car 

accident leaving his wife, Kaileigh, and his unborn son.   The 

hearts of the BJAMS community were broken for them and we 

immediately came together to help them in any way we could.  

I knew we needed to help them and I knew who we needed 

to donate our money to, but how was I going to get the kids 

to change their mind after they had taken such ownership in 

the decision on who to donate our craft fair proceeds to?    I 

shouldn’t have been worried.   The following week at school, 

another class spoke at assembly about collecting items to 

donate to the local animal shelter.  Could God have been clearer 

as to what I needed to do with my students?   After assembly 

that day I thought there was no way the kids would want to 

change who we were donating our money to after hearing that 

another class was doing the same thing.  So I told them about 

Kaileigh and then asked them, “Would you want to switch from 

donating our money from the craft fair from the animal shelter 

to Kaileigh’s family?”   The answer was a unanimous “YES”!   It’s 

what we do here at BJAMS--we help our families.   
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Let the crafting begin!   Every Thursday and Friday 

afternoon we made crafts, crafts, and more crafts!  We were a busy 

little second grade factory!  We started making an assortment of 

Christmas cards using our fingerprints to make Christmas trees 

and reindeer.  We made “community paper” in the style of Eric 

Carle’s great illustrations to make Christmas tree cutouts to place 

on the cards.  We made ornaments to hang on Christmas trees 

out of pipe cleaners and beads.   There were birdseed ornaments 

to hang on trees outdoors.  We were busy and we were having 

a blast!  Our hearts were filled knowing that every bit of this 

was going to help Kaileigh and her family.   There was much 

discussion as we were crafting.  We had to discuss in great detail 

that these crafts did not belong to us and we were making them 

for others, therefore we could not call them “mine”.   Everyone 

reminded each other of this as we made our finished products.  

Often I would hear the students remind each other “That’s not 

yours. That’s for Kaileigh’s family!”   

Finally, it was craft fair day. On Friday evening, as the 

hundreds of vendors poured into the building to begin setting up 

their wares, I began to set up our table in our own classroom.  By 

the time I was done other vendors were coming in to look at our 

table and remarking, “Second graders made these?  Really?”   It 

was a proud teacher moment!

I had learned from the previous year that this craft fair is busy 

and this year was no exception.  The morning was swamped with 

customers and I had second graders and their parents there to 

assist in selling.  It was amazing to hear the customers’ reactions 

and comments and to see the ornaments and cards fly off the 

table.  By the end of the afternoon we had sold out of several of 

the different crafts we had made.  Second grade parents stopped 

by our table to buy up their special little loved one’s creations 

only to find they had been sold to some stranger who thought it 

was equally as lovely!  Even Kaileigh, her mom, and grandmother 

stopped by our table.  I won’t forget the look on their faces, as I 

held back my tears, when they read the sign I had posted letting 

people know what we were doing and the donation jar next to it 

nearly filled to the brim.   At the end of the day, I wrapped up the 

money without counting it, and locked it up.  Counting up our 

proceeds would be a class activity on Monday morning.  I knew 

they would all want to take part and I didn’t want any of them 

missing out on that fun!

On Monday morning, we took guesses of how much we 

made.  I showed the kids what few crafts we still had left and they 

beamed when they found out theirs were not there. “Someone 

bought mine!” they exclaimed.   We counted our proceeds and my 

heart melted when we finished.  I couldn’t have been prouder of 

my class.  We raised $283.65 in donations and proceeds!  This was 

then donated to the fund set up for Kaileigh and her brother who 

was born in March and named Dustin. 
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ALUMNI	IN	THE	SPOTLIGHT
SENEGAL,	AFRICAConnor LaClair ‘03:

Connor had a Catholic up-
bringing. He started going 
to church as a newborn, 

learned his prayers before he went 
to kindergarten, and was sur-
rounded by a family that watched 
over him.  His parents, aunts and 
uncles, and grandparents all had 
a great influence on his belief and 
faith in God. They didn’t “preach” 
as much as led by example and 
he saw their many acts of kind-
ness towards him and others. He 
wanted to do this, too: “I quickly 
acquired an acute understanding 
of right and wrong. I wanted to 
do good.” This is the code he has 
tried to live by since. 

Top: Demonstration garden in Botou village. Connor’s first time ever growing bananas.

Above: Connor and another volunteer teaching local farmers about organic pesticides,  
such as hot pepper power and neem leaf solution.

Left: Connor’s host mother, Raki Traore, and her daughter, Tene. 

Opposite Page: Connor in his BJAMS days.
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As he got older, he didn’t really like going to church so much. 

Going to catechism after Mass seemed more like a chore than 

anything else. He just wanted to go home and play in the woods or 

with his LEGO toys. Then, when he was six years old, he received 

a large, beautifully illustrated children’s bible for Easter and loved 

it! He was allowed to take it to church and that hour began to fly 

by. Later, as he read through it, his interest in his faith and history 

began to grow. 

Because of various issues occurring at the school he was 

attending at the time, and because his parents valued Catholic 

education, they enrolled Connor in sixth grade at Bishop Marshall 

School. “I believe it was the most important decision they ever 

made on my behalf!” There he met Mrs. Nolan, Mr. Hughes, Ms. 

Hurley, Mr. Ianni, and Madame Jacobs.  “Because of the huge 

influences they had on me, my faith became a bigger part of my 

life.” These teachers were incredible role models for Connor 

and they respected him for who he was. Like his family, they 

encouraged him to be his best, to strive for more, to honor who 

he was by following in God’s path. They told him stories about 

real men and women who lived their 

lives in spirituality: saints, martyrs, 

Mother Teresa, and Joan of Arc, his 

favorite. “Going to church became a 

very personal thing for me when I was 

at BJAMS.” Religion and history were 

his favorite subjects.  He wanted to 

read everything about the medieval ages and how religion had a 

role in how it all played out.  In fact, he chose to continue Catholic 

education at Rice Memorial High School followed by attending 

Holy Cross, a Jesuit college, where he majored in History and 

minored in French. Again, he was blessed with wonderful teachers 

and professors, all who encouraged and challenged him to be true 

to himself, to reach higher, to do good.  When BJAMS gave him 

the opportunity to represent his school as a student ambassador 

to the UK and Ireland, he knew that that was what he wanted to 

do with his life. Later, in college, he spent a summer in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina as a “Builder for Peace”, where he taught English to 

high school kids. “I listened to the people tell their stories of the 

genocide in the 90s, the threat of landmines, their hopes for the 

future. I played pick-up soccer with the kids at the orphanage and 

they would all come running when I walked up the hill.” Many of 

his former students still keep in touch with him. 

“By the end of college, I had a deep desire to go somewhere in 

the world and serve its people. I wanted to live in another culture, 

leave everything I knew and loved behind, 

and somehow, hopefully, make a difference.  

For some reason, I have always been drawn 

to developing countries, especially those of 

Eastern Europe and Sub-Saharan Africa.  In 

college, I sat for the Foreign Service Exam 

and passed it. However, my hope to work 

for the Department of State did not come 

to fruition.  Plan B was to join the Peace Corps.”

He successfully applied, a process which took a year, and 

left for the beginning of his service on September 25, 2012.  His 

assignment was in the West African nation of Senegal, a French 

speaking country where over 90 percent of the population is 

Muslim. After three months of intensive training to learn the 

language of the Bambara people and become familiar with 

Senegalese culture, he was sent to the rural village of Botou in 

the eastern part of the country, where he has been living ever 

since. He is the first Peace Corps volunteer to live in Botou. 

He became a part of the Fofana family; his host father, Bouna 

is the village chief. He gave Connor 

the name “Muhktar”, in honor of a 

son who died in infancy.  His host 

mother’s name is Raki and he has 

several host brothers and sisters. 

They are very kind to Connor and 

he respects and loves them all very 

much. In his village, there is no electricity or running water. The 

women pull water from a well 125 feet deep. Meals are prepared 

from predominantly rice-and-millet couscous bases over cooking 

fires. People eat with their fingers from communal bowls. A toilet 

is a hole in the ground. Stray chickens, goats, kids, and dogs are 

everywhere. Malaria is rampant, and sometimes pythons show 

up in the family compound. Donkeys pull carts as a means of 

transportation. 

“My village is bigger, around 3,500 people or so, and there 

is not even one car. I often ride my Trek bicycle six miles to 

the Peace Corps’ regional house in the city of Tambacounda on 

weekends, where I can get luxury items like cold beverages, a 

shower, and internet. The way of life here is an entirely different 

experience than back home in Vermont, but you know, at this 

point in my life I wouldn’t have it any other way. I am right where 

I am supposed to be, doing what I am supposed to be doing in 

my life right now. The First World can wait a little bit longer.”  

“If you give a man a fish,  
you will feed him for a day. 
If you teach a man to fish,  

you will feed him for a lifetime.”

Continued...
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“I am an agent in sustainable agriculture. My job is to 

improve agricultural techniques in the hopes of improving 

the market value of crops and the nutritional value of the food 

people grow. I also teach people how to make the most of every 

inch of available planting space, how to implement natural soil 

fertilization, eat a varied diet, etc.  I travel to surrounding villages 

to demonstrate sustainable techniques, and the best way to teach 

is by example. Senegalese people have been farming the same way 

for generations. They farm exactly the way their ancestors did 

despite the fact that it’s not sustainable. It’s definitely a cultural 

mindset and tough to break through.  What has been happening 

to Senegal and most of the Sahel region, in fact, is that there are 

fewer and fewer trees due to the clearing of land for agriculture 

and logging/ charcoal production. The Sahel is the name for the 

band of arable land stretching across the continent from Senegal 

to Sudan, and it is at risk because the Sahara Desert is rapidly 

encroaching southward at a rate of up to thirty miles a year. This 

is a direct result of deforestation, soil degradation, and a falling 

water table. My job is to meet with local leaders and people who 

are interested and show them the many positive things that await 

them if they are willing to change age-old habits.”

“When I first came to Botou and settled into everyday life, 

I made a point to get to know the community, spending hours 

sitting with them, listening,  learning the language and culture, and 

understanding how life was here. Slowly, as my confidence grew, 

I began preparing the space around my hut for a demonstration 

garden and tree nursery. I broke up the rock-hard soil around 

me, fenced it in, and planted seeds, pulling water twice daily in 

hopes of keeping the 110 – 120 degree temperatures at bay. The 

villagers watched, made comments, sometimes thinking this 

was all very comical, but they kept coming by my garden and 

watching as I went about my work. Soon, my garden was growing 

and they could see the fruit of my efforts. I was always there to 

answer questions and soon, many were showing interest.  Now 

I have a select core of interested villagers who are starting their 

own improved gardens and I am guiding and working with them 

through every step. Even just a few people can and will make a 

difference in the long run. The Peace Corps’ hope is that down the 

road, Senegal will no longer be a developing country but ready to 

join the modern world, where there is more opportunity for its 

citizens, especially with regards to health care and education for 

its children.”

Connor also constructed a martial arts gym in an open space 

behind his hut, where he trains girls and boys in strength building 

and self-defense. Back in Vermont, he was a student of Brazilian 

Jiu-jitsu. He originally built the gym from materials he could find 

around his village and in Tambacounda in order to keep up his 

skills and stay in shape. When kids came by to watch him, he 

got the idea that this would be a great opportunity to teach them 

how to be stronger and defend themselves. “I feel strongly about 

female empowerment. There are just not a lot of opportunities 

for girls here. This past year my Peace Corps colleagues and I 

organized the ‘Tambacounda Marathon for Girl’s Education’ to 

raise money for this important cause.” He spoke to the teachers 

at the local school and asked them to send him select students 

who would take this training seriously and wanted to learn new 

Left:  Connor, in a traditional Senegalese bou-bou visits with  Mr. Lewis Lukens, 
the US Ambassador to Senegal, in Dakar at the Ambassador’s house. 

Below: The gym Connor consturcted in his village. Negeecee, in Bambara, mean’s ‘Iron Man.’
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skills. His Jiu-jitsu teacher from back home sent boxing gloves, 

protective gear, and tee-shirts from his own gym for all the kids to 

use. It was a wonderful gift as this training promoted good health 

and encouraged the children to take care of their bodies.  In the 

same light, he noticed that children often watched him brush his 

teeth and were fascinated by this concept. In Botou, people use 

pieces of twigs to pick their teeth. He told his Vermont mother 

about this and she inquired about buying a few toothbrushes 

through Dr. Morris’ office in Morrisville. In no time at all, Kelly 

Manosh, a dental hygienist at Dr. Morris’ office, brought in 25 sets 

of toothbrushes, floss, and toothpaste to send to Connor’s village, 

all donated. Connor couldn’t have been happier! Thus began a 

nightly ritual of children showing up at his hut where they all 

brush and floss their teeth together before bedtime. “I think these 

children might have the brightest smiles in all of Senegal!”

Connor’s future plans will likely be involved with third 

world development in some way or another. When his Peace 

Corps service is complete at the end of this year, he will have 

lived more than two years on the very front lines of third world 

development, and he feels that sustainability and working with 

interested/committed individuals is the key to success. Africa 

is a graveyard of failed projects: falling down schools and rural 

pharmacies, crumbling wells, and broken-down equipment 

of every kind. When the money/funding dries up and people 

cannot fix that which has broken, the vicious cycle continues. 

Sustainability aims to combat that. Connor also aspires to be an 

ambassador someday. “I still retain that dream in my heart, but 

if I do become an ambassador (I am a diplomat now, if not the 

‘official’ kind) it will be in the future after I have accomplished 

other things. Bosnia would be a wonderful fit for me, I think, or 

Mali, largely due to me being trilingual in English, French, and 

Bambara. I learned a lot of Serbo-Croatian while I was in Bosnia, 

and although I’ve lost just about every word, I believe I could pick 

it up once more.” 

“My	love	of	cultural	exchanges,	being	 in	foreign	countries,	 learning	new	languages,	talking	with	the	people:	this	seed	was	

planted	at	BJAMS	when	 I	met	 Emil	Codoban	on	our	first	day	of	 school	 there.	Here	was	 someone	 from	a	 foreign	 country,	 still	

struggling	with	the	language	and	culture,	and,	like	me,	didn’t	know	anybody	there.	We	picked	up	a	soccer	ball,	started	kicking	it	

around,	and	became	best	friends	for	life.	In	fact,	I	consider	him	my	brother.	It	doesn’t	matter	where	you	come	from	or	what	you	

believe	in,	 it’s	about	taking	a	chance,	and	taking	the	first	steps	to	forming	true	friendships.	 I	 feel	that	you	fear	what	you	don’t	

understand	and	tend	to	hate	what	you	fear,	so	you	have	to	go	down	that	path--not	the	easy	path,	either.	A	hard	path	usually	makes	

things	clearer	in	my	mind.	When	I	first	knew	Emil,	there	was	so	much	I	wanted	to	know	about	him,	his	life	back	in	Romania,	and	his	

family;	I	asked	him	so	many	questions.	He	went	down	the	hard	path,	too,	and	answered	every	one.	I	try	to	emulate	people	I	look	up	

to.	Mr.	Hughes,	Mrs.	Nolan,	Ms.	Hurley,	Madame	Jacobs,	and	Mr.	Ianni--they	all	made	a	difference	in	my	life	and	played	a	big	part	in	

making	me	who	I	am	today.	For	that,	I	will	be	forever	thankful	and	forever	a	BJAMS	Eagle.”

Connor’s reflections:

Top: Connor training with a few of his female students, aged 11-13, in Gym Negecee.

 Above: “This is a nine foot rock python that slithered into our family compound. 
Don’t worry, it was dead!” Said Connor with an unfearful grin.
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As is tradition, on November 21st the school celebrated Grandparents 
Day Luncheon and the blessing of family with a delicious turkey meal.  

What a gift it is to have the support of our grandparents!

Grandparents’ Luncheon 2013

Guests fill their plates!

Grandma Jan Gendreau sure 
loves that grandson Ryan.

Volunteers stand ready 
as Miss Elise invites 
the guests in.Full tummies and happy hearts.

Donna Haggett and Maddysin 
enjoying some girl time.

A slice to tickle every fancy.
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Onto dessert (and some 
great poses)!

Rosaire Levesque enjoying his 
grandson Joshua. 

Dr. Rick and Teague Barnett 
sharing some QT.

Grandma Trudy Shea and Noelle 
dive into some tasty pie!

Dr. Gene and Lucile Napoliello sure 
love that grandson Natty!

Joan Fitzgerald (left) and Elisabeth 
enjoyed lunch and each other!
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Lee Genung and her  
children Lucy and Chip.

The Kuhnle-Frederick family 
soaking each other in. 

Jack and William Manning enjoy bro 
time with Mom (Heather Manning). 

Grandparents Barbara and Larry Bertrand couldn’t be more proud 
of Lillian (and neither could we)!

Amaya surrounded by 
the Mason family. 

The room is filled with love.

Brooklynn so content to 
have Grandma (Peg Draper) 
behind her always.

Melanie Carpenter stands ready 
to serve it up fresh!
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Bishop Marshall has been a wonderful choice for our daughters. We have seen a transformation in 

study habits and BJAMS has created an excitement of learning within our children. They are able to get the 

individual attention and extra help when they need it and the staff truly cares about every single learner. 

We love that our girls are learning French at such a young age and the art program is certainly a favorite. 

What is most satisfying about a BJAMS education is how there is such a focus on being good human beings 

and citizens to our community.   - Geoff and Shalagh Blanck – Waterbury, VT

Why did we choose BJAMS for our girls?  So many reasons come to mind:  the small 

class size, high academic standards, the ease of uniforms, a focus on the arts, real gym 

classes, and great families.  But, the big reason is less tangible, but frequently verified.

In December, Grace decided she wanted to give a large tub of Legos to a classmate 

(recently gifted to us by older cousins and much enjoyed by Ira and myself).  She was 

adamant about it.  I actually caught myself trying to convince her to only give him half 

the box!  Shame on me!  She had been more generous than I, and her act of kindness 

was by far my favorite Christmas gift.  We can live without the Legos, but we cannot 

live without those more important qualities so grounded in the BJAMS pre-k daily life.

School is much more than numbers and letters.  Elementary school,  especially, is a special time of emotional, 

social and ethical development, and we find our family values supported at Bishop Marshall.  Grace’s lessons at school 

focus on love, peace, and respecting self and others.  Call it what you will - the Catholic ingredient perhaps.  For our 

family, it is basic and human:  be kind, be gracious, be generous and enjoy life.   -  Ira and Katie Marvin – Hyde Park, VT

We decided to look into enrolling Lily in BJAMS after we started asking several people around our community about their opinions on our 

local schools.  Bishop Marshall was held in high regard by almost everyone we asked.  We were looking for a school that not only offered high 

academic standards but also emphasized a focus on instilling good social values.  When we visited BJAMS the first time and met with Mrs. Wilson, 

the school seemed like a tight-knit community.

The very first day we went to visit BJAMS we had a great meeting with Mrs. Wilson, had a tour of the building, met Mrs. Nordensen and left 

Lily there to spend the rest of the afternoon in the classroom.  When we came back to pick Lily up, the first words out of her mouth were, “I want 

to go to school here!”  We asked her what she liked about the school to which she replied, “Everyone here is so nice!”   It was decided right then 

and there that BJAMS was the school for us.

What reinforces our decision to this day, is not only the high academic and social standards but also the fact 

that Lily absolutely loves going to school.  She wakes up each morning excited to get to school and comes home 

each day excited about her accomplishments and social interactions.  As a parent you simply can’t ask for much 

more than that.  - Jeff and Melanie Carpenter – Hyde Park, VT

Why does 
your family 

choose 
BJAMS 

when other 
educational 

options 
exist?

PARENT
TESTIMONIALS
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Following Bishop Marshall School’s second 
annual themed gala – Derby BASH 2014 – it is 
clear as a starter pistol:  “BJAMS Spirit is Running 
Strong”.  On Saturday, May 3rd the school gathered 
with nearly 150 guests at the Country Club of 
Vermont to celebrate the gaining momentum of the 
BJAMS school spirit. 

Following Mass, which was celebrated with 
the Waterbury community at St. Andrews Catholic 
Church, this elegant and energetic evening included 
gourmet food, cash bar, live DJ, silent and live 
auctions, heavy hors d’oeuvres, Derby hat contest, 
Tuition or Cash Raffle, photo booth, and a steady 
stream of fun.  

Attendance to BASH is open to the public (21+) 
and proceeds from the event assist with the school’s 
greatest need: students’ tuition. Every student 
in the school receives a tuition break from the 
difference between what is charged for tuition and 
the actual cost to educate each child.  In addition, 
over $100,000 in tuition assistance is offered each 
year to help families who may not otherwise be 
able to make it over the initial hurdle of tuition.  

Well over 100 individuals and businesses got 
behind BASH 2014 to assist BJAMS students who 
come from 20 zip codes.  The school also honored 
and highlighted six special members of the school 
family – Chris Bartlett and Elise Limoge, Lorenda 
Dunham, Jeff and Marlene Handler, and Fr. Peter 
O’Leary – for their countless contributions to 
strengthening the school for the good of all.
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Photos courtesy of  
Sandy Payne Photography

Richela Renkun-Fusco (alumni parent & drama teacher at BJAMS) works carefully alongside Leslie Klingsberg (alumni parent)  
to make sure her item doesn’t slip away.

Alec and Lee Genung, along 
Barb Nash take advantage of 
the opportunity to catch up 
and mingle about the room.

Honorees Chris Bartlett and Elise Limoge (arriving as California 
Chrome and jockey) showcase just what happens when you let your 
imagination soar and have a little fun!

M r s.  R a p o p o r t  ( 4 t h  g ra d e 
teacher) and Andy Duff reminiscing.

 Bill Cafferky, a professional auctioneer 
from Patriot Auctions in West Virginia, 
bounces around the room to keep after 
the busy paddles as he calls out the 

dozens of live auction items. 

Carrie Macmillan (left) and Erica Ciaraldi (right) from Storied Events who spearheaded the decorations.
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Chris Tricomi, great-grandparent 
of three BJAMS students enjoys the 
gourmet dinner and takes in the beautiful 
atmosphere at the country club.

Ed & Tina Parvin, along with Ed 
Flannagan enjoy the lively activities 
and some great company. 

J o s h  a n d  C a r i 
Goldstein recalling 
t h e  f o n d  ye a r s 
when their boys 
w e r e  t a u g h t 
by Mrs. Silveira 
(center) in the 1st 
grade. 

Luke Aither breaks 
from his volunteer 
post to take in the 
evening along with 
Elisabeth Ortiz.  

Greg and Eileen Paus (alumni parents) make their way around the silent auction 
with Heather Manning (right). 

Head of School, Mrs. Wilson presents 
an honorary award to Fr. Peter O’Leary 
(Trustee), who has been intimately 
involved with BJAMS for many years 
going back to his appointment to the 

Catholic parish in Hardwick. 

Friends of the school Brent and Sharon Fortune-Hosking along Dr. Sue Olsen (Trustee) 
catch a televised Kentucky Derby race at the bar.

Evan and Kristi Lovell are ready to bid!

Arriving in fine Derby class, (L – R ) John and 
Heather Ruttenberg, Brad Limoge  and Judy Day.
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Head of School, Mrs. Wilson presenting honorary awards...

...to Chris Bartlett and Elise Limoge, both of whom have been involved 
with the school in nearly every way possible since its earliest years and 
whom will soon be the parents of two BJAMS alumni.

...to Mrs. Dunham (5th grade 
teacher) who celebrates her 11th 
year at Bishop Marshall School and 
is the parent of multiple BJAMS alumi.

...to Jeff (PE teacher) and 
Marlene Handler (Trustee), both 
of whom have poured their hearts 
into the school for years and are the 
parents of three BJAMS students.

Karen Willett (parent of 
current and alumni students) 
watches on after gracing 
the stage with a heartfelt 
presenta t ion for  Christ 

Bartlett and Elise Limoge. 

Dr. Rick Barnett (Trustee) showcases his battery-
powered Derby hat alongside his lovely wife Peri 
Armando.

With well over a dozen 
roses adorning her elegant 
chapeau, Jo-Anne Ring – 
proud parent of two BJAMS 
students – smiles after 
taking second place in the 
Derby Hat Contest!

 A b i g a i l  E a r l e 
radiates her Southern 

B e l l e  a n d  a  s u r e 
c o n t e n d e r  i n  t h e 
D erby  Ha t  Contest.

(L – R) Mrs. Wilson (Head of School) 
joins Michelle and Brickett Bailey  as the 
paddles start flying for the live auction!

Denis and Holly Boucher are proud parents of two BJAMS students 
from Waterbury. 

Brooke Wright helps 
as a live auction 
runner and Barry 
Lyden watches all 
the action

Michael Kuhnle and Stephanie Frederick drop into the photo 
booth for a sporty shot. 
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Ski-and-Snowboard Program
Bishop Marshall School students enjoyed 

another fantastic ski-and-snowboard 

program this year at Stowe Mountain 

Resort.  On ten Sundays this winter, 

students were able to ski or snowboard 

under the supervision of parent-and-

teacher volunteer coaches. Despite some 

tricky weather conditions, many students 

learned to ski and snowboard for the first 

time.  Even more students were able to 

improve the skills they already have.  All of 

them developed a love for a sport that they 

can enjoy their entire lives and Bishop 

Marshall School is very grateful for this 

wonderful opportunity.  

Pictured from left to right are: Kenny Handler, 
Ty Silveira, Jack Kern and Luc Truso.

SCHOOL NEWS
From the 2013-2014 Year

 

Vermont Symphony Orchestra
Bishop Marshall School students were 

recently treated to a Vermont Symphony 

Orchestra “Harp and Soul” musical 

performance.  The VSO’s SymphonyKids 

duo—flutist Anne Janson and harpist 

Heidi Soons— not only performed but also 

demonstrated how the harp and flute work 

and sound.  BJAMS is very grateful to the 

VSO and to Bishop Marshall School’s PTO 

for this musical learning event.  Support 

for this program was provided by Concept 

2.

 

 

Drama Production
Bishop Marshall School’s thespians, 

under the artistic direction of drama 

coach Richela Renkun Fusco, presented 

three performances of “What Fools 

These Mortals Be!” A Night of Reverie 

with William Shakespeare to delighted 

audiences the weekend of March 15.  

Pictured are the fifth-to-eighth-grade actors 

and actresses who performed scenes 

from some of Shakespeare’s most famous 

plays: The Taming of the Shrew, Twelfth 

Night, Much Ado About Nothing, and A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream.  Additionally 

BJAMS thespians put a modern twist on 

Shakespeare in two scenes of Shakespeare 

in a Can and The Dating Game.

Leading By Example
Bishop Marshall School encourages their upper school students to mentor and be 

role models for their lower school students.  An example of this can be seen even at 

the fourth grade level.  On Tuesdays, fourth graders work with Kindergarten students 

in their classroom where they help with reading, writing, and computer skills. 

Pictured are fourth graders Lucia Lovell (left) and Liana Handler (right) working 
with Kindergarteners Liam Nichols (left) and Wyatt Bailey (right).
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Snow Angel
Kaileigh Mason, pre-kindergarten student 

at Bishop Marshall School, joins in the fun 

at the annual Winter Outdoor Fun Day.  

Children of all grades celebrated on the 

last day of Catholic Schools Week with 

sledding and hot chocolate. 

 

Full Immersion
Bishop Marshall School’s sixth-to-eighth 

grade students in Madame Jacobs’ French 

classes spent February 6th in Quebec 

City immersed in the French culture. The 

students arrived early in the morning in 

“Vieux Quebec” starting their day with a 

guided history tour of Old Quebec City.  

The remainder of the day was spent 

visiting the Winter Carnival, having lunch 

in town (ordering their menu choices in 

French!), snow tubing, dining at a sugar 

house and dog-sled riding.  The entire 

experience was a fun-filled way for upper-

school BJAMS students to practice their 

French language skills!

Nativity Of Our Lord
Bishop Marshall School students in 

grades 5-8 staged their own nativity scene 

recently in preparation for the celebration 

of Our Lord Jesus Christ’s birth. Dressed 

in traditional clothing, the students posed 

motionlessly as visitors stopped by to 

share in the meaning of Christmas.

No Strings Attached
Bishop Marshall School students were 

captivated by the No Strings Marionette 

Company’s amazing puppet-theatre 

production of Scrooge, A Christmas 

Carol on December 3.  Puppeteers Dan 

Baginski and Barbara Paulson brought 

the story to life with their creative staging 

and inventive puppets, providing an 

entertaining-and-educational experience 

for all.  Pictured is second grader Noelle 

Lyden hugging puppet Bob Cratchit, the 

fictional character who is the abused, 

underpaid clerk of Ebenezer Scrooge in 

the Charles Dickens’ story.

 

Spreading Love & Joy
Bishop Marshall School’s fifth through 

eighth grade students  entertained 

residents at The Manor, in Morrisville, 

with songs of holiday cheer.  They were 

accompanied on the guitar by their 

Choral Music Director, Mrs. Brooke 

Wright. Eighth grader, Lillian Bertrand 

performed “Auld Lang Syne” on the violin; 

seventh grader, Reuben Callan sang a solo 

rendition of “White Christmas”; and eighth 

graders Veronique Bartlett and Catherine 

Close sang a duet of “Sisters” also from 

the same movie.  In appreciation for 

their performance, The Manor graciously 

provided punch and holiday cookies to the 

students and chaperones.

The Manor offers residential care, 

skilled nursing, and rehabilitation services 

in addition to long-term care in a home-

like and caring environment.  Its many 

life-enrichment activities—such as the 

vocal performance of the Bishop Marshall 

School students—make a huge difference 

in the daily lives of the residents.
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International Space Station at 
BJAMS
Bishop Marshall students studying earth 

and physical science participated in the 

latest International Space Station (ISS) 

EarthKam mission. Using this educational 

outreach program from the school’s 

new technology lab, students studied 

forecasted orbital patterns and requested 

specific digital images of various 

landforms. Based on their abilities to 

follow the ISS ground track, properly input 

absolute locations, and predict weather 

patterns, students successfully uplinked 

requests and received their images from 

the ISS. Yes, very cool! 

Pictured (from the top) are: Catherine Close, 
Lillian Bertrand and Elexia Hodgdon
 

Science Builds Strong Teams
Students of Bishop Marshall School 

exceeded their Science teacher’s 

expectations by building fish traps 

made from discarded plastic bottles and 

capturing 30 fish in 1 hour. The original 

goal was 10 fish in 24 hours.

All Saints Day Celebration
Bishop Marshall School commemorated 

All Saints Day on November 1st. The day 

began with a Mass at Holy Cross Church 

in Morrisville concelebrated by His 

Excellency, The Most Reverend Bishop 

Salvatore R. Matano, Bishop of the Roman 

Catholic 9th Diocese of Burlington; Father 

Daniel White, Vice Chancellor of the 

Burlington Diocese; and Father Francis 

Privé, Pastor of Most Holy Name of Jesus 

Parish.  Following the Mass, students 

individually presented information about 

their chosen saint to their families and 

friends in a school assembly.

Pictured receiving a blessing from Bishop Matano are (from 
left to right) second graders Lily Carpenter dressed as St. 
Rose of Lima and Isabella Handler garbed as St. Anne.
 

The Month Of Mary
On Wednesday, May 14, the Bishop Marshall 

School community honored the second-

and-fifth grade First Communicants at 

their weekly school Mass.  They carried 

flowers during the processional and placed 

them in front of the statue of Mary at the 

foot of the altar.  One student crowned 

Mary with a crown of flowers.

Pictured from left to right are: Noelle Lyden , Jacob 
McCormack, Isabella Handler, Guillaume Bouramia, Harley 
Dewey, Gus Wright, Daniel Manning and Jack Manning. 

St. Jude Math-A-Thon
Bishop Marshall School Kindergarteners, 

Katherine Black, Emily Nordenson, and 

Jada Wood recently participated in the St. 

Jude Math-A-Thon®.  Students spanning all 

grades at BJAMS—helped raise $ 2,300.00 

for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 

The Math-A-Thon®, while improving 

students’ math skills, also teaches them 

the importance of helping others.  St. 

Jude’s treats the world’s sickest children 

battling cancer and other deadly diseases 

for free; no family ever pays St. Jude for 

anything!

Pictured from left to right are: Jada Wood, 
Emily Nordenson, and Katherine Black.
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2010 Liam Paus, 

who runs a side-business 

doing aerial photography, has 

been formally accepted into 

University of Vermont and will 

be starting his freshmen year 

there this fall. 

2000 With an undergraduate degree 

in Biology/Pre-Med from Franciscan University 

of Steubenville and a Masters from Creighton 

University in Omaha, Nebraska, Dr. Damian 

Olsen M.D. graduated on May 17th with his 

doctorate in medicine from Creighton University 

School of Medicine.  He and his wife, Celeste, 

also welcomed their baby boy, Francis Michael 

Olsen, into the world on December 20, 2013.  

ALUMNI & ALUMNI PARENTS OR GRANDPARENTS:   
Send us news on what your BJAMS alumni are up to!  
High school graduations, college acceptances and graduations, military assignments, marriages, babies, awards received, and other things 
we can share with the BJAMS community are all encouraged.  Pictures are welcomed.  

Send your alumni news to bolsen@bjams.org to get your alumni news in the next issue of The Compass.  

STAY TUNED IN
If you have any news to share, if you’re moving, or if your son/daughter 

is still receiving the magazine at your address, please send updated 

information to:  

Bishop Marshall School, Alumni Office

680 Laporte Road

Morrisville, VT 05661

Phone: 802-888-4758 x232

Email: bolsen@bjams.org

2013 After being accepted to Rice High School in Burlington, 

Vermont, Sam Wright secured a lead role at Stunt Night as Frankenstein 

in the freshmen class play and was recently invited to the “What Club” a 

leadership club where a few students are chosen throughout the school to 

discuss matters of concern in the school community.

ALUMNI NEWS
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Talk to a current BJAMS family to learn more about “the BJAMS difference” 

and follow our posts at www.bjams.org/blog.

Recommend BJAMS to someone you know.

DO YOU NEED TO BE CATHOLIC? 

No!  Families of all faiths are welcomed and loved!

ArE THE ACADEmICs TOO CHALLENgINg?

Our approach is designed to help children at all levels 

maximize their academic success.  Upon applying, your 

student is assessed and plans are discussed with you, the 

parent, to ensure the best fit and success of your student.  

If they need to get caught up, we help them.  

Is YOUr sTUDENT NOT BEINg CHALLENgED 

ENOUgH?
Whether your 6th grader is ready to move onto Pre-

Calculus or you have a 3rd grader ready to tackle the 

Harry Potter series, we meet students where they are 

at and encourage them to maximize their gifts with an 

individualized plan.

WILL YOUr sTUDENT BE ACCEpTED AND 

LOvED?
Love is the foundation on which everything is built 

at BJAMS.  Your children know that you love them 

unconditionally.  Shouldn’t the place your child spends 

the majority of his or her time promise the same?  At 

BJAMS, we love your children every day and our 

students love one another.

CAN I AffOrD TUITION?

If you want to be a BJAMS family but tuition is 

a hurdle, please let us know.  BJAMS offers over 

$100,000 in tuition assistance annually and over 40% of 

students qualify.

Bishop Marshall School
680 Laporte Road
Morrisville, VT 05661
(802) 888-4758  
www.bjams.org


